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Abstract

Researching the history of the Yue dialects based on
written materials is a new issue in the study of the Yue dia-
lects. The well-preserved written materials of the Yue dia-
lects from Qing Dynasty provided the foundation for the his-
torical research. Most of the works on the Yue dialectsnow
are on pronunciation and lexicon. The part of grammar is
neglected since the changes are not so distinguishsd.

In this dissertation, as a whole new written material, a
textbook Yueyu Quanshu, was applied in the study of the
Yue dialects in the late Qing Dynasty. Compared with the
other two textbooks, Yueyin Zhinan and Cantonese Made
Easy, and other types of written materials, such as the
Bible, Muyu, Yue’ ou and Suhua, the grammar of the
standard Yue dialect, Cantonese, in the late Qing Dynasty
was described. After the description, this grammar system
was compared with the modern Cantonese to find the chan-
ges happened during a hundred years.

Two comparative ways were applied to describe the gram-
mar of Cantonese in the late Qing Dynasty. The first one was to
compare the materials of the same quality, which were all text-

books. The second was to compare the textbooks with the other
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four materials of different qualities to make sure that the gram-
mar system concluded from the textbooks was the standard
grammar based on the oral Cantonese.

The results are as follows:

1. The grammar of Cantonese in the late Qing Dynas-
ty. Fourteen parts of grammar were described, including
the measure words, the location component, pronouns,
helping words, adverb, verb auxiliaries, comparative sen-
tence, giving sentence, dispositional sentence, passive sen-
tence, negative sentence and question sentence.

2. The changes of Cantonese grammar during a hundred
years. In the fourteen parts of grammar described above, 5
types of changes were found and explained.

The development of a dialect is influenced by two fac-
tors at the same time. One is the literal factor, which come
from Mandarin. The other is an oral one, which will make
the dialect develop independently. In the grammar system of
Cantonese, the prepositional components manifest the liter-
al influences, while the large amounts of postpositional
components belong to the oral, local factors. Postposition
is the basic mechanism for the development of the grammar
of Cantonese. Several new prepositional expressions from
Mandarin had no strong influence on thelocal postpositional
system, which means Cantonese is ont really moving to
ward Mandarin. As long as the postpositional system re-
mains the base of the Cantonese grammar system, Canton-

ese will keep distance with Mandarin.

Key words: the Yue dialects (Contonese), his torical chan-

ges, the late Qing Dynasty, Literal-oral grammar
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