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Abstract

The research of the auxiliary verbs in Ancient Chinese
Language is somewhat inadequate and the research of those in
Medieval Chinese lLanguage is far from enough. There are
many differences in applying of medieval auxiliary verbs in
sentence structures, semantic structures and discourse struc-
tures from those of ancient and modern Chinese. So are the
verbs and adverbs. Here, in this text, a full investigation is
made about the syntax, semantic meaning, language use and
the development of the medieval auxiliary verbs by means of
the synchronic description and the combination of both syn-
chronic and diachronic description.

First of all, four formulas are set up to distinguish auxil-
iary verbs. 1) All can be put into use in grammar structure
“Auxiliary+active Verbs". 2) Most of them can be put into
the form “X-+Neg+X". 3) Most of them can be put into the
form “Neg + Auxiliary +Neg". 4) Most of them can be used a-
lone in the predicate phrases. On the basis of these, the induc-
tive formulas are listed.

The auxiliary verbs in Medieval Chinese Language may
fall into three categories: might, would and should, according

to the analyses and the statistics of those in Lun Heng, San
Guo Zhis Nan Qi Shu s and Shi Shuo Xin Yu.



Main points of the text can be as follows.

The syntax of the auxiliary verbs can be grouped into
three types: 1) NP+ Auxiliary+ VP, 2) NP+ Neg+ Auxiliary
+ VP, 3)NP+ Auxiliary. Each of them has its own characters
and variants.

The semantic foundation of the auxiliary is found in the
description of people’s feelings of objective matters and some
actions. These verbs have the same prerequisite sememes and
different distinctive sememes while the prerequisite sememes
groups all the auxiliary verbs together and the distinctive sem-
emes makes them distinguished from the other auxiliary verbs.
When an auxiliary verb is used, its function is restricted by the
semantic collocation. If we use valent grammar thesis to ana-
lyze the semantic collocation of the auxiliary, we can have
their absolutely necessary actants and the other actants, whose
nature, quantity, and position can also be analyzed. And aux-
iliary verbs have their own semantic patterns when they are
used in sentences.

Auxiliary verbs also have a function to predict if observed
from communication of speech. The might group and the
would group have the function to describe, while the should
group has the function to enforce. These words also have their
own pragmatic characters when used in interrogative sen-
tences, echo questions and negative questions.

The history of the medieval auxiliary verbs is embodied in
their vicissitude of disappearing, regenerating and developing.

“ ”»

The obsolete or nearly obsolete auxiliary verbs include ,
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“ 7, 7,and so on. The verbs , , , etc.
were generated in the Ancient Ages and developed in the Mid-
dle Ages. And the verbs “ 7,% 7,% 7,% 7. % Zetc, were
formed in the Middle Ages. There are totally twenty-three

» o« ” ” ”»

such synonymous phrases as “ , , , ,
“ 7L ” populary used in Medieval Chinese Language.
The medieval auxiliary verbs did not enjoy equal development,
since some disappeared in Tang Dynasty, some are used today
and remain to be the main auxiliary in modern Chinese lan-
guage.

At the end of the text, some problems are mentioned
which should be paid attention to when making a further study
of these auxiliary words.

KEY WORDS: Medieval Chinese Language, Auxiliary
verbs, Syntax, Semantic meaning, lLanguage use, Develop-

ment
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