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1 Spoils of War

But neutrality in a world war
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But just as Switzerland helped support the Allied war effort so did the Nazis
benefit from their association with their’ neutral” neighbour. Recently declassified
documents from US archives reveal that the Nazis stored millions of dollars worth
of gold in Swiss banks. One particular document given to Allied negotiators after
the war estimates that almost $ 400-million worth of gold — nearly two billion
dollars at today’s prices — was sent to Switzerland by the Germans between 1939
and 1945.

For decades Jewish groups have been trying to force Swiss bankers to open
their files to public scrutiny — but with limited success. Just over 30 years ago
the Swiss government did take some action by instructing the country’s banks to
report any dormant accounts belonging to foreigners who had been’ persecuted for
racial religious or political reasons” . The banks responded by releasing about $ 5-
million of which about $ 2-million was given to deserving Jewish causes’.

But for investigators these paltry sums of money did not come close to ac-
counting for the millions they believe the Nazis had deposited in Swiss banks. Jew-
ish groups continued to demand that proper searching investigations be carried out.

Last year the Swiss Bankers’ Association relented and agreed to conduct fur-
ther searches for assets belonging to victims of the Nazis®. After months of difficult
negotiations an agreement was finally signed last May. For the first time a com-
mission of investigators has been granted unfettered access” to all the relevant files
in Swiss banks. The commission will be able to inspect® dormant bank accounts
and other assets and financial instruments deposited before during and immediate-
ly after the Second World War” .

Moreover the agreement goes further requiring both sides t6' co-operate to
ensure that the Swiss government will deal with the question of looted assets* in
Swiss banks or other institutions which were not reported or returned” .

The Swiss have always rejected suggestions that their banks were used to store
looted Nazi gold but since the release of the Allied documents their denials have
become increasingly difficult to defend. Indeed one document states” It is per-
fectly possible that the entire amount of $ 398-million was looted gold” . And Elan
Steinberg of the World Jewish Congress WJC says that it is inevitable that some
of the gold would have come from murdered Jews.” We do know for example
that some gold had come from the gold fillings’ that had been melted down from
death camp victims. So we know in fact that this gold was not only plundered from
national treasuries but even from more grotesque aspects of the Nazi regime.”

But the documents indicate that Swiss bankers weren’t the only people to ben-
efit from the spoils of the fallen Nazi regime. After the war the Americans
launched an inquiry called” Project Safe Haven” to find out what assets the Nazis

had stored in neutral countries. Documents from this investigation are being used
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Exercises

by Jewish organisations to show that the Allies received $ 60-million worth of gold

from the Swiss in return for making no further claims on the rest.

Until last August the British Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind denied
that the intelligence services knew anything about the Nazi gold in Swiss banks.
But last July a British Labour MP  Greville Janner who is also Chairman of the
Holocaust Education Trust produced copies of the US documents and demanded
that the British government inspect its intelligence archives®.

“ It is inconceivable’ that these documents are not in DBritain’s archives
too " he said.“ It looks as if there has been a secret deal — and that the Swiss have
taken half the money to which they have absolutely no right.”

For the WJC’s Elan Steinberg there are two questions left to be answered

“ What did the Allies do with the $ 60-million they received And why were they

willing to allow the Swiss to hold on to nearly a quarter of a billion dollars” worth of
gold "

What we’re trying to do ” he says “ is to close the final chapter of the Holo-

caust.”

. deserving Jewish causes

. assets belonging to victims of the Nazis assets
. looted assets

. the gold fillings

. intelligence archives archives

. inconceivable

1. Find the missing word from the passage to complete each sentence with the help of the first letter. Change

the forms where necessary.

1 In World War|l many Jewish people were killed under Nazi g policy.
2 During war time this country remained n

3 The flood r the village and many people became homeless.

4 The official d that they plotted the assassination.

5 One should make full use of one’s d ability.

6 These p sums of money can’t make up the loss.

7 People felt u in this place after a whole day’s hard work.

8 The brutal tribe made a living by 1 other tribes.

2. Find words in the passage with the meaning similar to the following.

1 things taken by an army from a defeated enemy.

2 collections of documents that contain information about



the history of all organisation or group of people.
process of very carefully examining sth.

allow someone to do something that you did not allow
them to do before.

place where money is stored.

very ugly or frightening.

mass murder of Jews by the Nazis.

. Fill in the missing Noun or Verb forms of the following words.
Noun Verb

1 neutrality
2 denial

3 persecution
4

declassify



2 The Real James Bond
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many as the true James Bond.

But if Connery was thé true” James Bond of the films who if anyone was
the real-life inspiration for the character Although lan Fleming always refused to
answer this question many people feel sure that Bond was based on a real person.

Since the writer’s death in 1864 various biographers and Bond fans have at-
tempted to name real people who could have inspired the character”. One man who
has often been suggested was the distinguished British diplomat soldier and politi-
cian Sir Fitzroy Maclean who died this year at the age of 85.

During his lifetime Sir Fitzroy Maclean always insisted that he was never a
spy but Bond’ hunters” have two reasons t6 suspect” him. Like Bond Maclean
was good-looking and’  dashing” . He became famous for his bravery after he fought
behind enem lines in Yu oslavia and North Africa durin World War 0 . And he
was a trained killer serving as one of the first members of the SAS the British
army’s elite commando force®. Maclean must have also known something about es-
pionage because he worked as diplomat in Moscow during the sensitive period be-
fore the outbreak of war. It was there that he first met lan Fleming who was
working as a journalist.

But not all Fleming experts agree that Maclean was the inspiration for Bond.
Fleming’s biographer Andrew Lycett doesn’t believe that any single person was a
model. Instead he believes that parts of Sir Fitzroy Maclean’s personality and ca-
reer did go into Bond but that there were other influences too.” Fleming was the
sort of person who was quite impressed by’ action men’ ” says Lycett “ and
Maclean’s exploits*— being dropped behind enemy lines in Yugoslavia — would be
exactly the kind of thing that would appeal to Fleming.”

Moreover Lycett maintains that Sir Fitzroy Maclean while being flattered by
his association with thé' real” Bond didn’t take it seriously either.” He saw him-
self as an adventurer. I think he had had an interesting enough career in his own
right and he wasn’t too interested in being seen as the precursor of a fictional char-
acter.”

Although Fleming never* saw action” during the war® he did work for
British intelligence. One of his popular heroes was the British war-time spy Wilfred
Dunderdale. Like Bond Dunderdale also enjoyed luxury and expensive living.
While he was chief British spy in Paris — where Fleming met him — Dunderdale
dined in the best restaurants and drove an armoured Rolls Royce car. He also
played an important role in cracking the German’s secret communications code.

As well as Dunderdale Fleming admired another British agent who also had
something in common with Bond. Michael Mason was a spy in Romania during the
war where he became a target for assassination by the Germans. Two armed killers

tried to trap him in a toilet on a train but Mason out-witted them and killed them



Notes

both with his bare hands. In From Russia With Love a similar attempt is made on
Bond’s life.

Yet another Bond model could be Sir Alexander Glen a former Arctic explor-
er. Like Bond and Maclean Glen is Scottish. He was also educated at the same
school as Bond. He worked with Fleming in British intelligence during the war
but afterwards he had a long and successful career in industry. He has always
laughed at suggestions that he inspired Fleming.” I don’t think it’s true for a mo-
ment " he has said.“ I'm far too gentle too law-abiding.”

Perhaps the most unusual inspiration Fleming found for his character was
someone who was very far removed from the world of spies and danger. He was an
ornithologist whose speciality was the birds of the West Indies. Fleming lived in
Jamaica and in his house he was known to have a copy of this man’s book. His
name was James Bond. When Fleming gave a copy of You Only Live Twice to this

man in 1964 he wrote in it“ To the real James Bond from the thief of his identi-

ty”.

1. readers of thrillers

2. inspired the character

3. elite commando force

4. Maclean’s exploits

5. Although Fleming never' saw action” during the war.

Exercises

1. Interpretation of words and phrases Look at the way the underlined words and phrases are used in the pas-

sage. Try to decide on the best interpretation from the choices given below with the help of paragraph refer-

ence.

1

Ever since writer Ian Fleming created James Bond the suave British spy who chases international villains.
para. 1

A polite B brave C sly D handsome

Like Bond Maclean was good-looking and dashing. para.5

A joyful B attractive C hazardous D hideous

He was a trained killer serving as one of the first members of the SAS the British army’s elite comman-

do force. para.5

A superior B common C main D chief

Maclean must have also known something about espionage. para.5

A diplomacy B politics C government D spying

Dunderdale dined in the best restaurants and drove an armoured Rolls Royce car. para. 6

A second-hand B luxury C metal-covered D expensive



2. Find the words in Column 2 that are closest in meaning to the words in Column 1.

Column 1
thriller
villain
precursor
assassination
outwit
law-abiding

ornithologist

0w NN B WD =

biographer

bulk
dispute

indict

4 privacy

tolerant

rebel

Column 2

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

similar thing that happened or existed before

murder of someone as a political act

someone who always obeys the law

someone who studies birds

someone who writes the story of someone else’s life
wrongdoer

cleverly defeat someone or gain an advantage over them

book film or play that tells an exciting story about danger.

. Fill in the blanks with the correct word form.

The package was difficult to manage on the crowded bus.

She took the television repairman to small claims court over the bill.

The grand jury brought a criminal against the ex-mayor for theft of public

funds.

Both husband and wife were such people that we had very little contact with

either of them.

He showed little to alcohol.

Although she was as a teenager she settled down once she was on her own.



3 Defending McVeigh
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prosecutors have hardly stumbled since opening statements began April 24.% 1
think the jury is persuaded of the prosecution’s case " says Oklahoma defense at-
torney J. W. Coyle who represented McVeigh in the days after his arrest.” It will
be difficult for the defense to catch up.” Indeed many lawyers think Jones will
have scored a victory if he obtains a life sentence for his client instead of the death
penalty prosecutors seek.

Jones’s lackluster performance inside the courtroom has contrasted sharply
with his somewhat more successful pretrial efforts to present McVeigh as an intelli-
gent even affable boy next door through a series of* exclusive” interviews and
carefully timed leaks. His most serious blunder was when he attempted to refute a
Dallas Morning News report that McVeigh had confessed. Jones said the story was
a hoax but later backed down and claimed the document was faked as part of a con-
voluted defense strategy.?

His slick spinning raised expectations that once in court the
56-year-old Jones might have the potential to be much more than just a politically
well-connected country lawyer from Enid Okla. who won a once-in-a-lifetime
court-appointed assignment. Jones himself appeared supremely confident in the na-
tional spotlight.

Once the trial started however spin mattered less than substance. Judge
Richard Matsch has clamped down on media access leaving Jones to battle for his
client in front of the only audience that really matters—the jury. And in court de-
fense lawyers following the case say Jones and his team have already made several
costly errors that may have inadvertently buttressed the prosecution’s
claims that McVeigh bombed the building in retribution for the 1993 raid on the
Branch Davidian compound near Waco Texas. On April 29 Lori Fortier whose
husband Michael was an army buddy of McVeigh’s testified that McVeigh told
her he picked the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building because it was an’ easy” tar-
get and he thought federal agents involved in Waco worked there. On cross-exami-
nation Jones tried to make Fortier crack by reminding her that—if her testimony
was true—she could have stopped the bombing by picking up the telephone and re-
porting McVeigh’s actions to the Feds. The ploy worked on one level Fortier
choked up on the stand®. But Jones’s line of questioning also implied that if she
could have stopped the bombing by turning McVeigh in then his client must be
guilty.

A week later on May 6 ATF agent Luke Franey testified about his horrific
experience when he was trapped and injured on the Murrah building’s ninth floor
after the blast. On cross-examination Jones tried to imply that Franey was exag-
gerating. Criticizing a victim—even a tough federal agent—is a very risky venture

but Jones went one step further. He had Franey confirm that two of the ATF a-



