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Find words in the passage with meanings similar to these.
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1 Someone Waiting

I am sitting at an airport watching people in the final moments before
their loved ones arrive or depart. They are pacing nervous looking at one
another touching and not touching. The emotion is intense.

A woman

speaking  Span-
ish is running
in circles! trying
to gather family
members togeth-
er for a good-
bye. Her voice is
high-pitched

When
the final moment
comes before
boarding she
wraps her arms around her son giving him a powerful embrace that
should protect him until he returns.

A grandmother and grandson stand at the rail where I am waiting the
people who were supposed to pick them up® are late. Two ladies next to
them but unrelated look up and down the corridor as if scanning an open
sea. A mother holds a baby as she kisses her husband. Tears dampen her
cheeks. The moment is charged.?

At Gate 13 the arrivals are just coming in.” I see her.
There she is.” Just as poignant the arrivals fold into the
mix of people as if they have been the missing ingredient
There are tears and smiles pure delight ringing in the laughter of seeing

1



Notes

A~ W

someone who has been gone.

I sit glancing at my book waiting for my turn to leave alone because
the ones I love have a different schedule from mine and the one I am going
to see a daughter is at the other end of my journey.

I think of other departures and arrivals. I recall seeing my
daughter the daughter I am now going to visit coming down that narrow
portable corridor with her backpack slung on one shoulder her overstuffed

carry-on cradled in her arms her head-
phones making her oblivious to the stream of people flowing
along with her. She was in her first year at university coming home for a
holiday in November—the first time since August. I wrapped myself around
her as if she had been lost to me.

Today my flight is two hours late. The book I am reading is not as in-
teresting as the people leaving and coming coming and leaving. A little boy
about five is meeting his grandfather for the first time. He looks up and up
at the face of a man who is not that tall except to a child. Joy shines down
and up and I am wondering how one would capture this moment in words
or on film.

When my flight is finally called 1 gather my books and carry-on.
Since there is no one to see me off* I do not look back to see where I have
come from. Instead 1 think of my husband at work wondering if 1 have
left yet and my daughter at the other end wondering the same thing.

As I head toward the plane I find myself remembering yet another ar-
rival and departure. When I was a newlywed my 91-year-old
grandfather died. We had been very close and one evening returning from
his funeral I arrived in the airport crying. My husband of only a year’ was
waiting at the gate to take me in his arms. Because of my tears everyone
was looking at us but I didn’ t care. Somehow the emotion I felt seemed
not all out of place for the airport.°

Life needs to be this important all the time. I wish all the people who
went on a journey could come back to find someone waiting for them. I also
wish they could leave with someone to see them off. I think of my grandfa-

ther and realize that if dying is like this a passage then I am unafraid.’

. running in circles

pick  up
. The moment is charged. charged ad;.
. see  off



5. My husband of only a year

6. Somehow the emotion I felt seemed not at all out of place for the airport.

7. 1 think of my grandfather and realize that if dying is like this a passage then I am un-

afraid.

Exercises
1. Find words in the passage with meanings similar to these.

1 tense excited

high in degree

cover or roll up

leave

going to a place esp a distant place

look at attentively

read pleasure joy

(o IR BN R Y. N \S]

bring back to the mind

2. Use the words you have found in Exercise 1 to finish these sentences.

You will probably have need of it during your long cold

The sick man was in a blanket.

She listened to the music with great

The sailors anxiously the horizon.

Whenever I hear the sound of a bugle 1 the death of my son.
She always feels when she is questioned by the teacher.

As we all know the effects of the drug are and brief.

0 N O B W=

He for London early in the morning.



2 Mother' s Day and Father s Day

People in the United States honor their parents with two special
days' Mother' s Day on the second Sunday in May and Father' s Day
on the third Sunday in June.

Mother’ s Day was proclaimed a day for national observance by
President Woodrow Wilson in 1915. Ann Jarvis from Grafton West Vir-
ginia had started the idea to have a day to honor mothers. She was the one
who chose the second Sunday in May and also began the custom of wearing
a carnation .

In 1909 Mrs. Dodd from Spokane Washington thought of the idea
of a day to honor fathers. She wanted to honor her own father William
Smart. After her mother died he had the responsibility of raising a family
of five sons and a daughter. In 1910 the first father’ s Day was observed in
Spokane. Senator Margaret Chase Smith helped to established Fa-
ther’ s Day as a national commemorative day in 1972.

These days are set aside’ to show love and respect for parents. They
raise their children and educate them to be responsible citizens. They give
love and care.

These two special days are celebrated in many different ways. On
Mother’ s Day people wear carnations. A red one symbolizes a living moth-
er. A white one shows that the mother is dead. Many people attend reli-
gious services to honor parents. It is also a day when people whose parents
are dead visit the cemetery . On these days families get together at
home as well as in restaurants. They often have outdoor barbecues
for Father’ s Day. These are days of fun and good feelings and memories.

Another tradition is to give cards and gifts. Children make them in
school. Many people make their own presents. These are valued more than

the ones bought in stores. It is not the value of the gift that is important



but is* the thought that counts” .3Greeting card stores florists
candy makers bakeries telephone companies and other stores do a lot of

business during these holidays.

Notes
1. honor their parents with two special days
2. set aside
3. It is not the value of the gift that is important but it is' the thought that counts” .
Exercises
1. Find words in the passage with meanings similar to these.
1 do sth. to show that a day or an event is
important or an occasion for rejoiciny
2 make use of a symbol or symbols for
3 of religion
4 area of land not a churchyard used for burials
5 make known publicly or officially
6 member of highest council of state
7 person who grows or sells flowers
8 place where bread is baked for many people
2. Fill in the missing letters in the incomplete words.

When a man is driving a car for long d along a main road or motorway two

of his p are to keep the car at a fairly steady speed and to make sure that he does
2

not run into the car in front of him. Easy e you may think—but it is even easier

on a long motorway drive for a man’ s attention to wander. The Ford Motor Company

is experimenting with a s which involves computer control of these two problems.

4

The car’ s computer k the speed steady. At the same time the distance between

5

the car and any other car in t of it is measured by a beam of light transmitted for-

6

wards. The beam meets the rear reflectors of the car in front and is reflected back so

enabling the distance to be measured. This i is fed to the computer which adjusts
7

its s control accordingly.

8



3 Meet My Friend

Orne of the advan-
tages of teamwork is that a
scientist can discuss his
ideas and progress with
colleagues in the team who
are intelligent aware of
the way he thinks and
knowledgeable about the
subject.! The ideal friend
for a research worker
would probably be one
who would listen sympa-
thetically make relevant
comments based on a wide
knowledge and suggest additional lines of investigation®. A report pub-
lished in the United States in 1968 by the U.S. National Research Council®
suggests that a computer might provide this service. The report called
Communication Systems and Resources in the Behavioral Sciences'”
places its main stress on how to provide the research worker with relevant
information. The problem is not just to supply the scientist with the data he
requests but to inform him of the existence of data which he may not know
of or which he may not at first have thought relevant. In other words the
computer would be asked to provide the sort of service expected of an intel-
ligent informed friend>.
In other fields as well people are looking forward to the possibility of
a person discussing his problems with a computer—establishing a dialogue

between man and machine. In psychiatry the dialogue



Notes

between doctor and patients is usually guided along the lines which the psy-
chiatrist regards as most useful. Could a computer be programmed to do the
psychiatrist’ s work for him or at least conduct one or two of the dialogues

Researchers at Stanford University® in the United States have experi-
mented in this direction. The psychotherapeutic dialogues con-
ducted by the computer in this experiment correspond to the first or second
interview between psychotherapist and patient. The patient types a message
on a keyboard linked to the computer. The computer replies with a type-
written answer designed to produce a further response from the patient.

The program is based on the concept of* key words”. Certain topics
are more important to the psychotherapist than others. The computer rec-
ognizes the important topics by identifying key words in the patient’ s sen-
tences—more than 500 words and word groups can be picked out by the
computer as significant—and the replies given by the computer encourage
the patient to continué¢’ talking” . If the computer finds no such key words
in the patient’ s input then its reply aims at leading the patient on to im-
portant topics.

The Standford researchers admitted that their original program was in-
adequate as the computer did not always understand what
was said to it.” Nevertheless this may well lead to the day when people will
break off® more normal conversations with the word$’ I must go. I have a

session with my computer.”

. One of the advantages of team work is that a scientist can discuss his ideas and progress

with colleagues in the team who are intelligent aware of the way he thinks and

knowledgeable about the subject.

2. and suggest additional lines of investigation

. the U.S. National Research Council

4. Communication Systems and Resources in the Behavioral Sciences

. the sort of service expected of an intelligent informed friend

. Standford University

. understand what was said to it = understand the thing which was said to it

. break off



Exercises

1. Find the words in Column 2 that are closest in meaning to the words in Column 1.

Column 1 Column 2

1 plan A aware

2 subject B knowledgeable
3 well-informed C additional

4 enough D stress

5 extra E design

6 conscious F  correspond

7 pressure G adequate

8 similar H topic

2. Fill in the blanks with the following phrases.

provide  with inform  of aim at look forward to  be aware of lead to

based on break off

1 We fully the gravity of the situation.

2 The new agreement the original United Nations' proposal.

3 He then smiled.“ Sorry it" s not my business.”

4 He intended to see Barbara to her his objections.
51 seeing you in Washington.

6 The society cannot all young people a job.

7 Its reply leading the patient on to important topics.

8 Drinking might liver cancer.

be



By the time Carol was twenty-
six she was making a lot of money'
for a girl of her age and she had
quit her job to write full time.

All her friends from high school had
married and she had been a brides-
maid several times. Her
college friends had married too but
she did not see them any more be-
cause the ones she liked did not live
in New York. She now had her
name on magazine covers occasional-
ly and she had a certain following
and received fan letters some of
them from men proposing mar-
riage’ . She wrote a piece on lonely
people who wrote love letters to

strangers. It was the first piece she

4  Carol

had written with heart and afterward she had to have her telephone num-

ber unlisted.

Her mother and her mother’ s friends viewed her rising career with dis-

may. Her mother said “* Boys don’ t want to marry girls who are too inde-

pendent” .

Because everyone she met at parties talked about their analysis Carol

treated herself to a year of analysis to find out why she had never married.

The doctor was just a man to her she couldn’ t think of him as a doc-

tor or an authority although once when she had a sore throat she asked him

9
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to look at it since she was paying him anyway and he prescribed some
pills. She was aware that he thought she was funny and interesting because
he laughed a lot at the things she said. She also became aware after a few
months that he didn’ t think she was sick or at least what he considered
her sickness was that she did not fit into the role he saw for her as a young
woman. >—= You are lonely ” he said.“ I would like to see you married.
You would be a wonderful mother.”

—= But I really don’ t feel I' m ready for that. There are so many
things I haven’ t done yet.”

— You' re lucky you can write. You can stay at home with the

children and write.” Only if they' re zombies " she said.

— You could marry a rich man. You could have a nurse for the

children.”

—= Then why have them If I had kids I' d want to enjoy being
with them.”

— Your parents must have made you feel very unwanted* " he said
sadly.

— Unwanted They never let me out of their sight.”

—= You must understand you are rejecting being feminine.”

— If being feminine means washing some guy’ s socks then how
come every Chinese laundryman down on the corner doesn’ t feel his mas-
culinity threatened ”

— You retreat into words " he said.

—— That’ s how I express myself.”

—= You could express yourself as a woman if you had a man to take
care of you.”—= Then how come I don’ t fall in love " Carol asked.

I' d get married if I could find somebody I really loved.”

— There have been cases where love came afterward.”

— You mean a marriage of convenience® " she said horrified

—= It has worked.”

Not for me she thought.” Do you think I' m really neurotic
" she asked.

—= The only area in which you function perfectly is your work. In
the human area you need more work here.”

She could see herself trotting obediently off to the analyst
twice a week until she got married and then still' more work” at the ana-
lyst until she produced two children a number the doctor found ideal for

mental health and then more sessions of work” until she was safely living



in the suburbs. It could take years

Notes
1. make money
2. from men proposing marriage
3. She also became aware or at least  he saw for her as a young woman.  or

what

4. Your parents must have made you feel very unwanted  must have done

5. marriage of convenience

Exercises

1. Fill in the missing Noun or Verb forms of the following words.

Verb Noun
receive
propose
analysis
authority

reject

express

1
2
3
4
5 prescribe
6
7
8

function

2. Find the words in Column 2 that are most nearly opposite in meaning to words in

Column 1.

Column 1 Column 2

1 full A hope

2 bridesmaid B unlucky

3 dismay C savage

4  aware D part

5 lucky E dull and boring
6 reject F best man

7 obedient G agree

8 interesting H unconscious

11



