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Impressions of the City

From within the upper storey you could see and hear the
colours and noises of the busy city. I especially remember the egg
seller with his baskets of produce supported on his shoulders across
his shoulder with long bamboo poles “Da jee tzer” (large eggs).
Long, ragged trousers and long white shirt, rope sandals. Water
was sold in tins and buckets. The roads were busy with rickshaws
carrying wealthy Chinese merchants, coolies, tired and sweaty,
padding along, grasping their mopping cloth.



I recall a thriving city crammed with humanity, and bustling
with activities of all sorts; funeral and wedding processions, busi-
ness transactions, thriving shops, street sellers shouting their
wares—eggs, vegetables, rice, flours, plants—people laughing and
chattering and children happily running around. .

I can envisage on special occasions sitting in a Chinese-style
boat, on Lake Da Ming Hu. Chinese tea and biscuits were served to
passengers. The Lake was dotted with houseboats and surrounded
by a backdrop of temples and willowy greenery.

Way beyond the city lay the wonderful Tai Shan Mountains.
It was a treat to spend a day climbing up and down again with par-
ents, and I recall the interesting Buddhist temples at the top.
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Chang da sao

Chang da sao impressed me with innate dignity and immacu-
late presentation. Her glossy, black hair was swept back into a tidy
bun. Her patience was inexhaustible and I have no recollection of a
harsh or hasty word from her. She always wore small sleeper ear-
rings and she wore a distinctive brass ring, which served as a thim-
ble The practice of binding the feet of girl children was still
widespread among the older generation. Chang da sao was no ex-
ception. Her feet had been bound as a child, though Mei-Lee es-
caped this practice.

Chang da sao was a wonderful needle-woman. She excelled at
dress-making and delicate embroidery. I spent many hours watch-
ing her at her treddle sewing machine. I was fascinated as a child to
watch her making shoes with wads of newspaper, which she cut ©
shape and pierced with a special tool like a bodkin. She then super-
imposed silk uppers, beautifully embroidered with colourful flow-
ers, most delicately done. This was footwear for the privileged
classes. Commonly, slippers were made of plain cotton, though the
coolies might have worn straw sandals.

T won a gramophone in a lucky dip and Chang da sao got great
pleasure from listening to the only record I had which was Harry
Lauder singing Scottish songs on one side and deep fit routines on
the other. I was happy to think Chang da sao was comfortably
cared for in her old age as she went to live with her daughter Mei-
Lee, who married a postal service employee.

(from “Memories of a young girl’s life on the Cheeloo Chris-
tian University Campus, Shantung, in the 1920°s and 30’s”, by
Mrs Alison M. Harris, daughter of Dr. L. M. Ingle, Professor of
Anatomy)
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Venezuela’s Islands in Time
National Geographic , May 1989

What I can distinguish of the landscape in last daylight seems
to have come out of a nightmare. Boulders and pinnacles in every
size and form are piled one on top of the other. Stormy winds whip
ice-cold rain into our faces. In the light of our lamps we stumble a
few hundred yards farther. There is no thought of putting up a
tent There is not one square yard of flat surface. What is not
naked, slippery rock is bottomless morass.

Like wet dogs Jose Miguel and I crawl under the stony roof of
a mushroom-shaped rock ledge and get into our sleeping bags. The
Indians go off to another shelter. A thunderstorm of primeval pow-
er breaks over us. The rolls of thunder last over a full minute each.
Lightning follows lightning, crashing into the rocks, accompanied
by a torrential downpour. Secure in our sleeping bags, though un-
certain of whether we share our shelter with scorpions or other poi-
sonous creatures, we stare out onto a scene that could easily have
been the set for a production of Wagner’s Gotterd mmerung—Twi-
light of the Gods.

ERHHEAERIALB

EWEMBELT, RESFHNRY®ERE -G,
KK/, FRTRYEE G MEE R RATHE. EXHE
PR BT AR B TR . RAEE TR AT BRBR AT T
G, EKENHEREL. BTE-ROVHBEAE. BT
FERR, BEENEL, REREENER.

RATTH - R F /RGBS —RICR — B ABART,
T & BHER. NS EAB IR T B —HRT
HEBRRZ N RERMKTHEF . EREYHE, 81T

.6.



BIR—2ZA, Ng—EE—H, GAlaAS TR, kM
EHRMAEKRT, REFEST, BARDELFZBET A
WRYHEERTL, BERELN, RIKKMFEREEN
B—RHANHEAR)ERB LEE, BTG EEHRE
LI,

Wild Parks of the West

Under the control of the vast mysterious forces of the interior
of the earth all the continents and islands are slowly rising or sink-
ing. Most of the mountains are diminishing in size under the wear-
ing action of the weather, though a few are increasing in height and
girth, especially the volcanic ones, as fresh floods of molten rocks
are piled on their summits and spread in successive layers, like the
wood-rings of trees, on their sides. New mountains, also, are be-
ing created from time to time as islands in lakes and seas, or as sub-
ordinate cones on the slopes of old ones, thus in some measure bal-
ancing the waste of old beauty with new. Man, too, is making
many far-reaching changes. This most influential half animal, half
angel is rapidly multiplying and spreading, covering the seas and
lakes with ships, the land with huts, hotels, cathedrals, and clus-
tered city shops and homes, so that socon, it would seem, we may
have to go farther than Nansen to find a good sound solitude. None
of Nature’ s landscapes are ugly so long as they are wild; and
much, we can say comfortingly, must always be in great part wild,
particularly the sea and the sky, the floods of light from the stars,
and the warm, unspoilable heart of the earth, infinitely beautiful,
though only dimly visible to the eye of imagination. The geysers,
too, spouting from the hot underworld; the steady, long-lasting
glaciers on the mountains, obedient only to the sun; Yosemite
domes and the tremendous grandeur of rocky canons and mountains
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in general, —these must always be wild, for man can change them
and mar them hardly more than can the butterflies that hover above
them. But the continent’s outer beauty is fast passing away, espe-
cially the plant part of it, the most destructible and most universally
charming of all.
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