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Preface

    When Peking University Press inquired if we would be interest-

ed in contributing a collection of model compositions by students of

Nanjing University, we responded enthusiastically. Our motivation

is manifold. But mainly there are four. First, when viewing our

students’weekly written assignments, we are often deeply im-

pressed by their wide knowledge, power of creative thinking and

personal charm. It is our long wish that more people would have an

opportunity to enjoy all this in their writing. Second, we have

taught our students to write with an audience in mind instead of

their professors only. Now, having maneuvered over a year or two,

they eventually have real readers of their own. Writing for authentic

readers will make a world of difference in their writing processes and

written products and give them invaluable experience in writing.

Third, such a collection is a good source of encouragement to other

learners, especially those who are more or less of the same age as our

students. The rich bank of topics, different writing techniques and

varied writing styles are surely to provoke new thoughts and new

ambitions on the part of the readers. Last but not least, our country

has attached great importance to College English teaching. As a re-

sult, the flowers in the garden of College English teaching bloom. It

is our responsibility and pride to show ours among them.

    All the compositions in the collection are contributed by non-

English major undergraduates except two from first year English

majors. They were all written in answer to the call for articles for

this collection. In spite of the extremely inconvenient deadline for
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the papers-just before the beginning of their midterm examination

period, the final drafts rolled in. A range of general topics were pro-

vided for students to narrow down to their own topics, but they

were well welcome to go beyond the boundary and bring up an en-

tirely new topic.

    There are two additional principles for our selection to the gen-

eral principle of choosing the best ones: 1)The composition that

adds to the variety of topics will first be considered; 2) The one that

opens a new perspective for an existent topic has the priority.

Therefore, the readers will not only find a great variety of general

topics in the collection, but also see how the same topic is explored

by different writers.

    Although it is hard for any comments to be free from a commenta-

tor's subjective view, we have tried to be as objective as possible in our

comments on each composition and offer maximum help to the readers.

We have also preserved a few imperfections, both global and local, in the

original compositions and given suggestions on how they can be fixed in an

effective way. Readers will find that the little touch sometimes suggested

in the comments will do wonders to a composition.

    In a project of this kind, many people deserve thanks. The pri-

mary persons to be singled out are the contributors themselves. Spe-

cial thanks should be given to Prof . Chen Hai, vice-chair of the De-

partment of Applied Foreign Language Studies, for proof-reading

the whole collection. I would also like to acknowledge the full sup-

port given to me in the project by all my colleagues in the depart-

ment and my former colleague Ms. Sun Yuexiu.

                                                  Wang Xueli

        Department of Applied Foreign Language Studies

                                          Nanjing University
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家 精 篇

姓名

系别

学号

:摊一领

:全融系

:99118048

Express Our Love to

Our Family Members

    One day I wandered into a newly opened gift shop. As it hap-

pened to be my mother’s birthday, I bought her a music box. It

was pink in color and a heart in shape with a golden word "Mother"

printed on the lid. When I got home, I gave it to my mother, say-

ing to her "Happy birthday, Mum!”Mother was a bit surprised but

overjoyed. I noticed that the music box was ringing in her room al-

most all the evening and there was always a smile on her face.

    It had never occurred to me that my gift would make her so

happy. I had never given her a birthday present before because I

thought she knew very well my deep love for her. It would not be

necessary for me to make my love explicit by using any words or

sending any presents. But on that evening, I began to realize that

even to those whom we love deeply and who know our love very

well, we still need to show our love more explicitly from time to

                                                                                1



tim e.

    Chinese tend to be shy and are not very good at expressing their

feelings. They assume that family members automatically under-

stand one another just because they live closely together. But I be-

lieve that if we can show our love more clearly to our beloved ones,

we are sure to bring about more happiness and joy in our home.

【简评】

    这是一篇很精致的文章，短短不足300词，却谈了一个很重要

的问题。家庭成员间如何沟通?西方传统喜欢言传，中国人讲究

意会，但从作者的经验来看，言传、甚至以物相示还是重要的，有时

能起到锦上添花的作用。本文言简意赅，干净利索，无一句冗言，

是一篇好习作。 (点评人:汪学立)



姓名:马 艳

系别:套计系

学号:001094011

W atermelon without Seeds

    "Diploid watermelon and tetraploid watermelon hybridize and

then we'll get the triploid watermelon without seeds.”I was trying

to remember,the points of biology. Before the July College Entrance

Examinations, I had to review the lessons all day long. But biology

was too difficult for me to learn by heart. Though it was very hot

during this very period, I dared not turn on the air-conditioner for I

was afraid of catching a cold. So I felt hotter and hotter and became

so upset that I wanted to tear the biology book into half and throw it

into the garbage can.

    Just at that time, my mother brought me a large plate of water-

melon "without seeds".She patted me on the back and said, "Have

a rest and eat some watermelon. I’ve already eliminated all the seeds

for you.”After saying that, she left quietly and let me stay alone. I

stared at the slices of watermelon. So many of them and so many

small holes in them, and there were no seeds left. During the passed

several days after I started the final preparation for the coming ex-

aminations, I would lose my temper easily when I came across some-

thing difficult. I knew I was out of sorts. But she silently tolerated
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me all along. Every time after my anger was gone, I felt sorry for

my mother. But I always excused myself pretending that it was her

fault and it was she who didn't understand my pain. But, at this

very moment, I realized that she really understood me and she was

suffering from even more pain than I.Yet I never noticed it or tried

to understand her. I picked one piece of watermelon and put it into

my mouth. It was so sweet and cool that it relaxed me. I gradually

calmed down. I knew my mother would stand by my side quietly

and patiently to encourage and support me forever.

    When my mother came in again to clear away the plate, I said

to her: "Thank you, Mum.”She watched me with a little surprise,

and then said "Silly girl".And then I continued my reviewing of bi-

ology "Diploid watermelon and tetraploid watermelon hybridize and

then we'll get the triploid watermelon without seeds...”
.. ... ... ...... ..今 oo.o o.oo. oo. oo. oa

【简评】

    作者在背诵生物书中的“无籽瓜”条目，因天热、复习迎考的艰

苦而心烦意乱，这时妈妈为她精心准备了冰冷的“去籽瓜”。西瓜

的甜蜜清凉使作者纷乱的心绪得以复归宁静，领悟到妈妈无私的

爱。作者用这两种“无籽瓜”相互映衬，谱写了自己对母爱的项歌。

这样的写法很有特.点，比较容易引起读者的共鸣。(点评人:夏珍)
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姓名:李友哈

系别:计算机系

学号:99149077

The Immortal Love

    There are many kinds of love in the world: love of motherland,

love between couples, love of friends and so on. In my opinion, the

greatest love of all, also an immortal one, is love from parents.

    I have seen the movie Life is Beautiful.The story took place

in Italy about 60 years ago. Guido had a son named Giosue-the ap-

ple of his parents' eyes. Love and optimism, however, were unable

to hold up the Second World War. On Giosue's fourth birthday, the

family were captured. Later despite the horror of the situation:

death all around, brutal labor and dehumanizing barracks, the father

exerted all his efforts to concoct a story to convince the boy that they

were taking a surprising trip to celebrate his birthday. Finally Guido

succeeded in protecting the young boy's fragile soul at the cost of his

own life.

    Love from parents is the purest. Whether the child belongs to

the elite or the lowly, they love him wholeheartedly. When he en-

counters difficulties, they will back him up and do anything that

helps; when he is rejected and depressed, they will embrace him and

give him courage; when he succeeds, they will be the ones who
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