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A Note from the Selection Committee

An English essay contest was held among the undergraduate English
majors of Peking University July 2001 on a voluntary basis. The Selection
Committee, of four Chinese professors and two American professors, re-
cewved an enthusiastic submission of essays written specifically for this
contest. The basic criteria agreed upon by the Committee gave priority to
inspiring ideas and interesting content of the essay; the fluency and cor-
rect usage of the English language was also considered to be an important
standard. In order to be fair to the participants, they were classified into
three groups—freshman, sophomore, and the upper class of juniors and
seniors. After careful reading and rounds of detailed discussions of every
essay, the Commitiee reached its consensus on the publication list.

The Committee also called on the students for more papers to be in-
cluded in this collection, again on a voluntary basis. So apart from the
contest essays, papers that students have written either for the courses
they took or on some particular subjects that appealed to them constitute
part of this collection.
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A Woman'’s Sacrifices

I felt quite sad when I opened the door. The room was small and
dark and the smell was not very pleasant. On the table, lunch was
still hot and on the bed lay my grandma. She was extremely pale. Half
of her body was not able to move. It pained me to see her suffering.
My dear granny, she had been so healthy that she used to go to the
market herself with a heavy basket in her hand and she used to buy
all kinds of vegetables and cook delicious food for me. But there she
lay, skin and bone. When I greeted her, she just murmured and I
guessed that she was trying to call my name.

She didn’t do anything remarkable during her life, but I think
she is the heroine of my family.

She was born into the old society and unfortunately into a poor
family. As the eldest child in the family, she had to take up the re-
sponsibility of taking care of her younger sisters and brothers. Unlike
other women, she didn’t have her feet bound and wrapped like
dumplings because wrapped feet were not convenient when she did
the farming or went a long way to buy and sell goods, and a more im-

portant reason is that her parents didn’t think she was so important as
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to trouble them with this “trivia”. She was not considered pretty be-
cause of her big feet but she had no complaints. She did all kinds of
chores to help the family. She tried her best to make money so that
her youngest brother could go to school. She was uneducated, but her
brother finished his high school and got quite a good job. For her
youngest brother, she sacrificed her own education.

Like other young girls, she had imagined her own white horse
and prince and had dreamed of romantic love. But when she got old e-
nough to get married, a man she had never met came to her family
and said he wanted to offer two bags of rice and some money in ex-
change for her. Considering that her parents had suffered from poverty
for most of their life, she agreed. For her parents, she sacrificed her
love.

When history took on a new look, the Chinese people’s fate was
completely changed. The poor became the masters of the country and
the rich lost their estates. Unluckily, the young man who paid for my
grandma became poverty-siricken. My poor grandma lost her comfort-
able life. Then five children were born one by one and five children
died one after another, because of hunger! How grievous it was for a

young mother to see her children die!

A few years later, when their financial condition was improved a
little, my grandma gave birth to another six children—two daughters
and four sons. In order to pay for the children’s education, she
bought no cosmetics, no beautiful clothes and ate cheap vegetables
every day. She worked in the spring when the wind was heavy, in the
summer when the sun was burning, in the autumn when the weather

was quite cool and 1n the winter when the temperature had dropped to
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the freezing point. Her hands became as rough as the dry and flawed
fields and her face was tanned and lost its luster. For her children,
she sacrificed her youth and beauty.

When her children had all grown up and had found good jobs
with promising futures, she lost her husband. Her sons and daughters
gave her plenty of money and wanted her to enjoy the rest of her life,
but she insisted on helping them bring up her grandsons and grand-
daughters. Before I went to high school, I used to go to my grandma’s
house for lunch. She loved us and was proud of every progress we
made in our studies. I often saw her sitting under the shade of a
phoenix tree, talking about her “outstanding” grandchildren with the
neighbors. At that time, her eyes were shining with pride and her face
smiled into a flower! With the money her children gave her every
month, she could have lived more comfortably, but she spent much of
the money buying toys and fruits for us and was always ready to offer
a little “scholarship” when we got full marks. For her grandchildren,
she sacrificed a more comfortable life.

What else can be more important to a young girl but education,
to a young woman, love, to a young lady, beauty, to an old woman,
a comfortable life? My grandma’s answer was quite simple: most
important were her youngest brother, her parents, her children and
her grandchildren! In a word, she sacrificed for her family, for
people she loved most! T admire her for her courage to face the hard-
ship, for her determination to send her children for education, for her
selfless love for her posterity and, the most important of all—for her
readiness to sacrifice!

Now, she is laid up in bed, quiet and lonely. She knows that her
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life is coming to an end, but she is still struggling against the terrible
illness. Standing in the dark small room, 1 recollected a child’s
voice: “Granny, when I grow up, I will make a lot of money and first
of all, I will buy a big color TV for you! ” —This was my promise.

“OK, my dear, I will wait for your TV! 7 —This was my grandma’s.




