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Of Studies
Francis Bacon

wE3
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% 2 & + 3342 (Francis Bacon 1561—1626), R B# F XK.
RXK, ISBHFANZ—SR.GFHFERESH"L2H 5 &
UFREREB B HF I L2.1607 F£EEEE,1613 F44
EERAITFHEFTEXE 1618 FAH IR ETRALIENK,
1621 # X MABR, RFRP LR, BRYOEESAEMA
ABREAEFE L BRE+H)ERGE. EEFHA
(FXBEIH K8 HNNALRIPCEZ)F,

(FREX]

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.
Their chief use for delight, is in privateness and retiring; for or-
nament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgement and
disposition of business. For expert men can execute, and perhaps
judge of particulars, one by one; but the general counsels, and
the plots® and marshalling of affairs, come best from those that
are learned. To spend much time in studies, is sloth; to use them

too much for ornament, is Affectation; to make judgement only

® plots=plans, i+, 4 H“BHig"> &,



by their rules, is the humour® of a scholar. They perfect nature,
and are perfected by experience :for natural abilities are like natu-
ral plants, that need pruning by study: and studies themselves do
give forth directions too much at large@, except they be bounded
in by experience. Crafty men contemn studies, simple men ad-
mire them, and wise men use them; for they teach not their own
use; but that is a wisdom without them, and above them, won
by observation. Read not to contradict and confute; nor to be-
lieve and take for granted: nor to find talk and discourses; but to
weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed. and some few to be chewed and digested; that 1s,
some books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but
not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and with dili-
gence and attention. Some books also may be read by deputy,
and extracts made by others; but that would be only 1n the less
important arguments, and the meaner sort of books; else distilled
books are like common distilled waters, flashy things, Reading
maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact
man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have®a
great memory; if he confer little, he had need a present wit; and
if he read little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to
know that he doth not@. Histories make men wise; poets, wit-
ty; the mathematics, subtile®; natural philosophy, deep;

moral, grave; logic, and rhetoric, able to contend; abeunt studia

Humour, 88 (G 30) , BL AL $5 4% 5% .

Too much at large, R E MR,

Had need have=would require to have; cught to have.
doth not=does not.

subtile=subtle,
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in mores @, Nay, there is no stand nor impediment in the wit»
but may be wrought out by fit studies: like as diseases of the
body may have appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the
stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walk-
ing for the stomach; niding for the head; and the like. So if a
man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in
demonstrations, if his wit be called away never little, he must be-
gin agamn. If his wit be not apt to distinguish of find differences,
let him study the schoolmen; for they are cymum sectores®. 1f he
be not apt to beat over matters, and call up one thing to prove
and dlustrate another, let him study the lawyers’ cases. So every

defect of the mind may have a specialreceipt.
3y |

HBRAME"E -~ X FABALDHUBA, RG(EL)
BT 1597 %, 21t 1612 4,1625 F M R 4h, R G HKAX
8B, AR ERIMENMEZI P, REAETHRY L, £
AN B R R e TR T EE LTS RAAMYE ALHEEH
WAL Py, RBAH  LEER, FETE.XFAREZEH
HOREE, BEREFTAR ARRERE,

@ abeunt studua m mores, BT 5135, HALTE & B D if A 488 (A TTRT
43— AT 1ML R B B{ELR)D, & R studies pass into the charac-
ter, LE BT, &R,

@  cymn sectores, BLT F1E . BATHHRBE AN,



Of Wisdom for a Man’s Self
Francis Bacon

LARENRY
LT Lt

(ESBERX]

An ant is a wise creture for itself, but it is a shrewd® thing
in an orchard or garden. And certainly men that are great lovers
of themselves waste the public. Divide with reason between self-
love and society@; and be so true to thy self, as thou be not false
to others®; specially to thy king and country. It 1s a poor centre
of a man’s actons, himself. It is right earth®. For that only
stands fast upon his own centre; whereas all things that have
affinity with the heavens, move upon the centre of another,
which they benefit. The referring of all to 2 man’s self is more
tolerable in a sovereign prince; because themselves are not only
themselves, but their good and evil is at the peril of the public
fortune. But it is a desperate evil in a servant to prince, or a citi-

zen in republic. For whatsoever affairs pass such a man’s hands,

Shrewd,lﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁvﬁ%%o

divide with reason between selflove and society , 4 H #1385 8 R 55!
A . Society TE M1 5 AR BRKREMA MR LERT L HL”
7 as thou be not false to others, b4 as € that fl, H5RIXZ so .,
ENEELET, LEBELTFHA. thou be=thou shalt be.

It 1s right earth, £ 4 1t is exactly like the earth. QMR —HE .
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he crooketh® them to his own ends; which must needs be often
eccentric to the ends of his master or state therefore let princes,
or states, choose such servants as have not this mark; except
they mean their service should be made but the accessary. That
which maketh the effect more pernicious is that all proportion is
lost. Tt were disproportion enough for the servant’s good to be
preferred before the master’s; but yet it is a greater extreme,
when a hittle good of the servant shall carry things against a great
good of the master’s. And yet that is the case of bad officers,
treasurers, ambassadors, generals, and other false and corrupt
servants which set a bias upon their bowl, of their own petty
ends and envies, to the overthrow of their mmaster’s great and im-
portant affairs. And for the most part, the good such servants
receive 1s after the medel of their master’s fortune. And certainly
1t 1s the nature of extreme selflovers, as they will set 2 house on
fire, and 1t were but to roast their eggs; and yet these men many
times hold credit with their masters, because their study is but to
please them and profit themselves; and for either respect they
will abandon the good of their affairs.

Wisdom for a man’s self is, in many branches thereof, 1s a
depraved thing. It is the wisdom of rats, that will be sure to
leave a house somewhat before it fall. It is the wisdom of the
fox, that thrusts out the badger, who digged and made room for
him. It 1s the wisdom of crocodiles, that shed tears when they

would devour. But that which is specially to be noted is that

O crooketh=crooks, #fl i ,



those which (as Cicero® says of Pompey®) are sui amantes, sine
rrwali®, are many times unfortunate. And whereas they have all
their time sacrificed to themselves, they become in the end them-
selves sacrifices to the inconstancy of fortune; whose wings they
thought by their self-wisdom to have pinioned®.

({EGERiT]

BERE, AEREREZ &, BRIARGRRLIE
ML, E ACHEREA SHALHEATHAMAFSSL
BT ORLGEE, BB RS RAENGHRS ARRLATH
SRRAFIHOHLEAS R ARAHOATIN, BREHLY
FAM R TEGRE—TRA, ZFLARER, LT EE
ERL2 LAXARARERGIARIYH 2H5RAFAL
RAEM ZHBOBHF - TRA/ROHE, S22 EHL. 4L
HeXFHERE.

® Cicero, AR P (ATTHN 106—43) , HF BHIBHK, Wi K.

® Pompey(ZAJTHT 106—48), HEF LK.

® sui amantes, sme rivali, BT 3%, HALETEF H(BHERD (G-
cero, Letters, ¥ ,8),# 3% lovers of themselves, without a rival, X
AL aRE.

@ pinioned, E W,

e 6



Too Dear for the Whistle
Benjamin Franklin

BREX
AR - F 2 M

(EEEN)

A XY « T 2 % H (Benjamin Franklin 1706—1790), £ B
BERMFRAPLFTE, TLARRAZL SV ERHKT A2
BHALLF K TFRA—REA . ALBXEFINEEF B
HETEXTR, —ARKALERPH O REZ— EFTEF -
% % ¥ (Preseved Smith) £¢ 34 L4 £ » (A History of Modern
Culture) —H P L4 F L AW Ak F “AERMNANRE,
BEZFAB. OFAER S 3L AR AL LAFPRER
HHGLAKR KRR A OB LBAAMRG LARA LR
URERBHLIRIDEAABORBDAY, A—ARBHZE
MR NN FETEGTR, ERATR, SBRA L EF5
B KAG Rkt , L2 —AEFOBESL AR SHRE
EASRAL LN HARK LR RBEREHFRR T4
HENEL, EFYHRAKF OB R LY AT ELH S H.
ERARREGOH AP ASARDORIAL ALBAGFH
B, a2 LBAAGKE.”

[(FRERX]

When I was a child of seven years old, my friends, on a hol-

day, filled my pocket with coppers. 1 went at once to a shop

e 7



where they sold toys for children. Being charmed with the sound
of a whistle that I had seen by the way, in the hands of another
boy, T handed over all my money for one. I then came home,
and went whistling all over the house, much pleased with my
whistle, but disturbing all the family. My brothers and sisters
and cousins, when I told of the bargain I had made, said I had
given four times as much as the whistle was worth. They put me
in mind of ® what good things I might have bought with the rest
of the money, and laughed at me so much for my folly that 1
cried with vexation. Thinking about the matter gave me more
chagrin than the whistle gave me pleasure.

This, however, was afterwards of use to me, for the im-
pression continued on my mind, so that often, when [ was
tempted to buy something I did not need, I said to my self,
“Don’t give too much for the whistle,” and I saved my money-
As I grew up, came into the world, and observed the actions of
men, I thought I met with many, very many, who “gave too
much for the whistle. ” When I saw some men too eager for court
favour®, wasting his time at court gathering, giving up his rest,
his liberty, his virtue, and perhaps his friends, for royal, favour,
I said to myself—“This is man gives too much for the whistle. ”
When I saw another fond of popularity, constantly taking part in
political affairs, neglecting his own business, and rumning it by
neglect, “He pays, indeed,” said I - “too dear for his whstle. ”

If I knew a miser who gave up every kind of comfortable liv-
ing, all the pleasure of doing good to others, all the esteem of his
fellow citizens and the joys of friendship, for the sake of gather-

ing and keeping wealth—“Poor man,” said I, “you pay too dear

@® put me in mind of , R oo e~
2 cour: favour, i EM B E.
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for your whistle:” When I met a man of pleasure®, who did not
try to improve his mind® or his fortune but merely devoted him-
self to having a good time, perhaps neglecting his health, “Mis-
taken man,” said I, “you are providing pain for yourself®, in-
stead of pleasure: you are paying too dear for your whistle. ” If 1
saw someone fond of appearance who had fine clothes, fine
house, fine furniture, fine earrings, all above his fortune®, and
for which he had run into debt, “Alas,” said I, “he has paid
dear, very dear, for his whistle.” In short the museries of
mankund are largely due to their putting a false value on things—

10® giving “t0o much for their whistle”

(E&RIT)

FTLAKGEI , RLEAW.AHELAGHE, T 2H3
B SBHESPRAROAR . ALTRENAARARENHGE
B, REBILR AP AAT pu A iz FHE
B HEAESEHR—BRAREEY I FRL  HLARATE
BRTI#WN FAE S EBBEEHMARERLERRELALIF. ¥
BT —%, AR, BAFEREREZ-—HLE2, ARARLMNESF
AFfHxzAme,

a man of pleasure, BFH F.

improve his mind, ¥ K A& .

you are providing pain for yourself ,#R#E Bt ¥E .
above his fortune, 8 3 fb 89 1 > s {6 O A DA R .
10, X H R due to ZHE,BEHNZ.
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The Pyramids
Samuel Johnson

&P
BEK -l
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E B K + 29 # & (Samuel Johnson 1709—1784), R B X ¥
R XFRIEGIRER, LERABH,21730 F 58, KRG
TRAB.AHHBSATEASE - AU AHEIRE,F AR
BEEBHE KX foiin, 1749 SR AT 8R4 KFA
EBRPZHREFNITOFEMIT —HLFLTLBHAARDY
RECREE). 1755 %, 98B 25 F 853 5% R G(EE
YR XS F 2L RENSRRHLN I AL
HOFHFEAREL, O FLZEBEHCGEARDIQTTI—
1781) 3k 4 7T 52 A, S B X giaX s T—
¥ .

[YESB R3]

Of the wall [of China] it is very easy to assign the motives.
It secured a wealthy and timorous® nation from the incursions of
Barbarians, whose unskillfulness in arts made it easier for them

to supply their wants by rapine than by industry, and who from

@ timorous,{EFH M.
« 10 -



