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Not only is this nation made up of highly diverse ethnic,
racial, and social strands, as we have noted, but, as we
have also said, its inhabitants( /& K.) are enormously
mobile( it &) geographically(3t. 22 L ). People shift and
move across its length and breadth(® &) to a remarkable

degree.
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This ceaseless( £ # 1k #) mixing and merging in new
communities( 2 X ), this repeated adjustment to new
environments and new people, is an important factor in
trying to understand the baffling(& %) questioning of ciass



in America. in the United States it is easy for people to
move from one class to another on their own merits(#4 ),
and to become an accepted part of a new settling. To do
so, a person needs enough energy, determination, and

ability to make a real success of something.
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The do-it-yourself, independent, questioning American

personality is another factor.
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“Success” can be defined as that which gives a man (or
woman) more power than he possessed before. It can be
won through skill, intelligence, leadership, sometimes
sheer(#:.#%#7) perseverance(#% /1) regardless of birth.
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They work hard and feel a strong sense of purpose. You
will be acutely(X %] 3. ) aware of social tensions in
American life.
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North Americans come from frontier(i2 ). The nations
frontier past has brought a strong element of risking taking
into the nations character.
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Daniel Boorstin, the well-known sociohistorian, has written
that “... of all American myths(#¥ %), none is stronger than
that of the loner moving west, across the land... [ This ]
pioneering spirit is a synonym for individualism.” The
pioneering spirit, handed down to the present generation
of Americans from their American forefathers, includes the
concepts of self-reliance, self-actualization, autonomy, and
personal growth.
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Closely related to the need to “get on with the job without
delay” is another widespread American characteristic,
namely that of “directness”. Most of us tell each other (and
will tell you) exactly where we stand on any issue. On the
whole most of us could not be described as a reserved,
contained, disciplined people. Take us as we are: noisy,
ebullient, often quick tempered, but usually open——easy
to read and understand.
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This is a highly competitive society. Americans look for

speed, for facts, for a clear line.
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But with us trust and truth are of paramount( £ £ &)
importance. If we say of a man, “You cannot trust him”,
this is one of the most damning statements that can be

made about him.
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Here traits which lead to success are generally considered
to be the willingness to work hard (at any kind job),
scholarship or skill, initiative, an agreeable and outgoing
personality. In other words even in the realm of personal
progress, this is a “do-it-yourself” society.
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We are “slaves to nothing but the clock”, it has been said.
Since people value time highly, they resent someone else
“‘wasting” it.
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A person behaves the way he does is due a great deal to
his cultural background. That includes not only them and
me, but you, too. Therefore, one of the best ways to
understand Americans and get along with them is to
understand their cultural values and background. Some of
the values important to understand Americans are: the



American emphasis on the importance of the individual;
the peculiarly American concept of friendship; the striving
for equality for all people, regardless of their social status,
sex, race, religion, or age; and the emphasis on progress
and change.
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Of all American ideals the notion of equality has perhaps
been the most influential. In the economic sense American
equality means in practice equality of opportunily;
everyone should have as good a chance as everyone else
of achieving wealth by his own efforts; everyone is an
independent person, free to make his own place in the
world with minimum of restrictions imposed by the
structure of his society. This conception of each person’s
freedom and responsibility for himself is at the centre of

the idea of “the American way of life”.
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Edward Stewart, a well-known expert on American culture,
noted that in most American social relationships, “Each
person is described as an irreducible value because of his
humanness. When a personal confrontation is required
between two persons of different hierarchical levels, there
is an implicit tendency to establish an atmosphere of
equality.” Given the American values of self-reliance and
self-actualization, we can realize why Americans tend not
to have long and deep friendships. Though their personal
relationships seem to be marked by friendliness,
Americans tend to avoid personal commitments that might
bring obligations.
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Because of the idea of progress, most American children
believe that their parents' ideas and standards are not
necessarily the best. Americans think that there is always

some change to be made for the better.
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If you acknowledge and understand these American
values, you will realize that Americans look at everything
from their own cultural points of view, just as you do. Try to
be aware of this when you meet and get to know
Americans, and you will eventually find Americané with

whom you might like to form friendships.
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Work on your language and communication skills. Try to

make friends using these techniques at every opportunity.
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English people tend to be rather conservative—a little
more so, perhaps, than most others. This conservatism
may be illustrated by reference to the public attitude to the

monarchy.
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Meanwhile foreign travel, ever more widespread and
beginning at a lower age, is changing tastes and
preferences, irregularly and unpredictably.
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Another English characteristic closely linked with

conservatism, was what he called “deference”.
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The development of industry and trade was indeed making
it possible for a man to rise in the world if he was hard
working, ambitious, enterprising and fortunate, but
nevertheless every man was ready enough to be
deferential(#- /% 49) towards these who were, at a given



moment, superior to him in weaith, status and power.
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The old deference of the inferior towards the superior
has by now been largely replaced by an assumption that
there should be politeness and decent human respect
between man and man, irrespective of status. The road to
success is more widely accessible than it used to be.
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It was important, if a person was to be socially acceptable,
that he should at least speak with the “right” accent,
standard English rather than some local pronunciation.
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There are differences between generations, though the
older do not want to seem to have been left behind. They
have seen their children develop values of their own and,
for the most part, have found some attraction in these



values, which favour freedom and openness as well as
equality.
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egive out (come to an end)
The supplies are beginning to give out.
+get over (cross)
He got over while the traffic was stopped.
+get on with (continue)
| expect you all to get on with your work while I'm
away.
ofall in with (accept)
I've decided to fall in with your plan.



¢ end oft (finish)
We ended the work off with a flourish(}% 38).
( * end off the work [ end the work off)
eeat in (eat at home)
We aren’t going out, and we’re eating in tonight.
+lead out (go out first)
The men on the left will lead out.
+call for (demand)
The customers called for more beer.
¢ring up (call on the telephone)
She rang up about an hour ago.
o drop in (fall in)
The roof dropped in on us.
e drive at (intend, mean)
| don't know what you are driving at. What was he
driving at?
+draw out (become longer: of days)
The spring days are drawing out.
s count (up) on (depend on, rely on)
We are counting on you to help.
e come up to (reach the height of)
He is getting big, and comes up to my shouider now.
¢ come out with (say)
He comes out with some funny ideas.



e call over (visit casually)
He calied over to see us yesterday.
s+ call off (prevent from attacking)
The dog frightened me until its master called it off.
+build up (become stronger concentrated)
Enemy forces are building up in the hills.
+bring out (develop)
Her teacher wants to bring out her talent.
+look out for (seek)
'm looking out for a new house.
¢ help out (assist as much as possible)
We asked them if they would help out at the meeting.
epay in (put in)
She paid the cash in to her bank account.
e work out (come right)
The plan worked out.
+turn to (ask for help)
You can always turn to us.
stake up (improve)
The weather has taken up a bit.
scarry off (gain)
He was a great success at school, and carried off all
the prizes.

splay up (play well)



| expect them to play up this afternoon.
+shut down (close completely)

The shop has shut down because of lack of trade.
estay in (remain in position)

When the nails are screwed in, they will stay in.
e¢shape up (make progress)

These students are shaping up well.

sread on (continue to read)

He read on through the aliernoon.

That's the catch. oooooan
That will do. goon
That’s no telling. goooo
That's something. god

Fancy that! oooo

| wouldn’t say thal oooooon
That’s it. oooog

In that case o000
How'd it go? oooo

it is for me. ooooooooo
Have it your way. Omomoo
it's up to you. o000

make it ooooooo
getit oo

take it easy oooooo
And that way oooo



take it ooooo

That should do it. Dooooooo
It's going well. ooo

That’s not the case. ooooooo
It's a go! ooooo
That's the way it goes. oooooo
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—Il thought I'ddropinforachat. 00 .2000000

—Good, justcomeover. DO U OO0

O *xdropinccome (I OO O0OOOO0O0OMNIOO M

it's time | met Mr Charles. I've to go now.
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its about tme we left. D000 7.
—Couldn'tyou staya bitlongerl OO DO ODOODODO
(* 00 300000000 thought, met O left U U0
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How are you liking this hot weather? ( 11 )

How do vou like this hot weather? ( HiHEE )
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I'd worked for three hours when he called] O O O

I'd been working for three hours when he called. 0 O O
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Here hecomesO O OO OO 73

Here comesthebus M O OO0 OO0
Thereshegoes]1 D OO OOOOOO
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Heiscoming. 0 U0 7.

Thebusiscoming. UOOOOOOUODO

Shesgoing. 0D 7,
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—Yes, there is a shark. Dave, swim! Swim, Dave! It's
behind you! Swim, Dave!
—Let me see. Let me have a look. [Snatching(#k1)
the binoculars(xX # #ZiZ4%) back.] Oh, yes, you're



