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丛书致读者

    从蒙昧时代到文明社会，人类一直怀有一种根深蒂固的热
望，那就是实现与他人的交流与沟通。尤其是在今天这样一个信
息化时代，人与人之间的交流和沟通就变得更为迫切和重要 了。
然而，不管人们交流沟通的手段多么先进 ，但更真切、更生动、更
直接、更便捷的方式之一还是演讲。

    记得西方的一位哲人曾经说过：尽管我不同意你的观点，但
我愿意用生命维护你讲话的权利― 每个人都希望能够自由地
表述自己的意见，阐明自己的观点，而且这种权利必须受到他人
的尊重！由此，演讲，成为我们生活中须臾而不可离的一种生存
手 段 。

    而真正好的演讲，不只是一种思想的载体，一种交流沟通的
手段，更重要的是它表现出了演讲者的道德品格、知识修养、气
度风范，因此，从这套丛书中，你应该不仅仅是学习英语语言艺
术，更重要的是你学到 了英语语言之外的东西― 怎样更好地
传达你的思想，展示你的人格的独特魅力，与历史上直至今天几

乎所有杰出的人物交流对话。― 在得到这套丛书的同时，这
种交流和沟通便开始了 。

    真诚地希望 ，你会有许多意想不到 的收获 ！

          范希未
    2000 年 6 月 18 日

于中国社会科学院研究生院
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TheE

AmeriCan

ent of the

People

以拍rge 协勺shington

April 30 , 1789

美国人民的实验
乔治 · 华盛顿

1789年 4 月 30 日

【作者简介】

    乔治 · 华盛顿（George washington 1732一1799) ，美利坚
合众国之父 ，美国第一任总统。美国历史上惟一以全部选举人票

两次当选的总统。两任届满后拒绝连任．，确立了美国政治中总统
任期两居的传统。本篇是他在临时首都纽 约发表的就职演说（首

任 ）。

【作品原文】

Fellow 一Citizens of the Senate and of the House of Representa -

tlVeS:

    Among the vicissitudes①incident to life no event could have
filledme 初 thg 下eatera ~ etiesthanthatofwhichthenotification

was transmitted by 扣ur order , and received on the 14th day of

the present month ．〔坛 the one hand , 1 was summoned by my

count斗，whose voice 1 can never hear but 初th veneration②and

石dssitude : 变化，盛衰兴败 。

尊敬 ，崇拜 。

①

②

���



fove , lrom a retreat which 1 had ch叹 n with the fondestp 洲五lec-

tion , and , in my 伽 tte石ng hopes, with an 云刀mutable deci滋on ,

as thea 斗lum of my declining years-- a retreat which was ren-

dered eve砂 day more necessary as weli as more dear to me 衍 the

addition of habit to inclination , and offr 闰uent interruptions in

my health to the gradual waste comhatted on it by time. on the

other hand , the magnitudea 六d difficulty of the trust to which

the voice of my count珊 called me , being sufficient to awaken in

the wisest and most ex钾rienced of her cit流 ns a distrustful

scrutiny into his qualifications , could not but overwhelln 初 th de-

spondence one who ，运herit运9 inferior endowments① fromna -

tUre and unpracticed in the duties of civil administration , ought to

bep代uliarly conscious of his own deficienc似．In th访。onnictof

emotions all 1 dare aver②15 that it has been my faithful study to

collect my duty from a just appreciation of eve尽 circumstance by

which it 而 ght be aff’兄t记．All 1 dare ho伴 15 that if , in execu卜

访9 this task , 1 have been too much swayed by a grateful remem -

brance of former instances , or by an affectionate sensibility to

this transcendent proof of the confidence of my fellow 一it证 ns ,

and have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well as disin -

clination for the weighty and untried cares beforeme , my error

wili be pall 运ted by the motives whichn 石sleadme , and its conse-

quences be judged by my count 叮 with some share of the partiali -

ty inw 纯ch they originated ·

    Such being the impressions under which 1 have , in obedience

to the public surnrnons , repaired to the present statfon , it would

bep 吧culiarly improp 吧r to omit in thisfi 岛t offiCial act my fervent

s叩 plications to that Ali 力ighty 玫 ing who rules over the unlverse ,

who presides in the councils of nations , and whose providential

① end。～ nt：才能，天资，访纯南 r end~ nt，谦指自已天资愚钝。
⑧ ～ ：断言 ，主张 。
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aids can supply every human defect , that His benediction may

consecrate to the liberties and happiness of thelx 泪ple of the Unit -

ed States aG心vernmentin 抓 tuted by themselves for these essen-

tial purposes , and may enable eve珍 inst 比ment employed in its

administration to execute with success the functions allotted to his

cha卿 ．In tende’ ng this homa罗①to the Great Author of every

public and privateg 以Xl , 1 assure myself that it expresses your

sentiments not less than myown , nor those of my fellow 弋it滋 ns

at lar郎 less than either . No 户泊ple can be bound to acknowledge

and adore the Invisible Hand which conducts the alfairs of men

热ore than those of the United States· Eve巧 step场 which they
have advanced tot 坛 charecter of an independent nation seems to

have 悦en distin 四 ished 场 some token of providential agency ;

and in the important revolution just accomplished in the 盯stemof

th ’ united govemment⑧the tranquil deliberations and vOlunta巧
consent of 50 many distinct communities from which the event

has resulted can not be compared with the means by which most

governments have been established without some return of pious

gratitude , along with an humble anticipation of the future bless-

ings which the past seem to presa罗．These reflections , arising

out of the present crisis , have forced themselves too stronglyon

my mind to be suppre胎ed. You will join withme , 1 trust ，洫

thinking that there are none under the influence of which the

proce动 n罗 of a new and free government can more auspiciously

By the article estab公卜ing the executive de钾 rt丘良叻 itis

made the duty of the Pre滋dent " to recommend to your

tion such measures as he shall jud罗 necessa珍 andex碑dient .”③

① hom昭e：敬意。
② 系指美国立国之时，通过制宪会议，将原来松散的邦联变成了统一

    的联邦。

③ 引自《美利坚合众国宪法》第二条第三节。

. 3 .



The circurostances under which 1 now meet you will acq过t me

from entering into that sub神 t further than to refer tot 卜 盯。t

constitutional charter under which you are assembled , and

which , in defining 扣ur powers , deslgnates the objects to which

your attention 15 to be glven . It wm be more consistent with

those circumstances , and far rnore congenial诫 th the feelings

which actuate me , to substitute , in place of a recommendationof

Particular measures , the 试 bute that 15 due to the talents , the

rectitude , and the patriotism which adorn the characters seleCted

to devise and ad叩t them. In these honorable qualificatjons Ibe -

hold the surest pledges that as on one side no local prejudices or

attachments , no separate views nor party an而 osities , will misdi-

rect the comprehensive and 叫ual eye which ought to watch over

this great assemblage of conununities and interests , so, on anoth -

er , that the foundation of our national , licy wili be laid in the

pure and immutable principles of private morality , and the pre -

eminence of free government be exemplified by all the attributes

which can 节月n the affections of its cit 认ens and command there -

spect of the world . 1 dwell on this prosPect with eve斗 satisfac-

tion which an ardent love for my count口 can insPire , since there

15 no truth more thoroughly established than that there exists in

the economy and course of nature an indissoluble union between

virtue and happine 岛；between duty and advantage ; between the

genuine maxims①of an honest andma , arumous卯licy andthe

solid rewards of public prosperity and felicity ; since we ought to

ben 司哪 persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven can nev -

er be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of or-

der and right which Heaven itself has ordained; and since the

preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of there-

publi ~ model of government are justly considered，琳thaps, as

① ～ ：摘言．格言。

      . 4 .
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asfl’，司 ly , staked on the ex碑 riment intrusted to the

hands of the Ameticanl 犯ople .

    Having thus imparted toyou my sentiments as they have

been awakened by the occasion which brin 罗 us together , 1 shall ’

take my present leave ; but not without resorting once more to

the benign Parent of the Human Race in humble supplication

that , since He has been pleased to favor the Americanp 吧ople

with opponunities for deliberating in 衅 dect tranqui止ty , and dis--

posltions for deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a form of

government for the security of their union and the advancement

of their happiness , 50 His divine blessing maybe 叹ually consp交肚－

ous in the enlarged views , the temperate consultations , and the

wise measures on which the success of thisG 心vernment must de -

详nd .

【作品点评】

    政治，似乎永远不那么十分地光明磊落，总是在真诚的表家
后面有些令人难以捉摸的存在。但是，无论你 是否 了解 华盛顿的

政 治品格 ，读 了这篇演说辞，至少你会 明白，政 治家是应该持有

什 么样的禅怀 。不错，政治家永远 不同于政 客，正如 飞腾于 天空

的 龙 ，永 远 不 同于地 上 爬 行 的蛇 。

. 5 .



Farewell Address ①

6泊。rg 日 Wdsh加gton

September 17 , 1796

告 别 演 说
  乔治 · 华盛顿

1796 年 9 月 17 日

【作 品 原 文 】

Friends and fellow 一citizens :

      The peried for a new election of a cit汝 n , to administer the

executive government of the United States , bei雌 not far distant ,

and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must be em-

ployed in designating the person who 15 to be clothed with that

im 卯 rtant trust , it appears to me proper , especially as it may

conduce to a more distinct expreSSion of the public voice , thatl

should now apprise you of the resolution 1 have formed , to de-

cline being considered among the number of those out of whoma

choice 15 to 块 made 。

      Here ，碑 rhaps , 1 ought to stop . But a solicitude for your

weHare, which cannot end but 侧 th my life , and the apprehen -

sion of danger , natural to that solicitude ，世geme , on an occa-

sion like the present , to offer to 扣 ur solemn contemplation , and

to recororoend to your frequent review , some sentiments , which

are the re6ult of much reflection , of no inconsiderable observa -

① 1796 年，乔治 · 华盛顿在要求其连任的呼声中，拒绝再次连任，表现
    出了无私的政治品格，本文便是他向国民告别的演讲，有删节。

      . 6 .



tion , and which app吧ar to meall 一而卯 rtant to thep 吧rrQanencyof

your felicity asa 侧”ple .

      The unity of government which constitutes you one People 15

also now dear to you . It 15 justlyso , for it 15 a main pillar in the

曰访ce①of " ur real inde钾ndence, the sup卯rtof " ur tranquillies

ty at home，扣urp 吧ace abroad , of 扣 ur safety , of 扣 ur pros琳 ri -

ty , of that veryli 悦ny which 扣u 50 highly prize . But as itis

easy to foresee , that from diflerent causes and from 曲 ferent

quarters , much painsw 山 悦 taken , ma叮 artifices empfoyed , to

weaken in your 而 nds the conviction of this truth ; as this 15 the

point in your political fortress agalnst which the batteries of inter -

nal and external enemies wi」」拢 m佣t constantly and actively

( though often covertly and insidiously ) directed , it 15 of infinite

mornent that you should proPerly estimate the 而 mense value of

your national union , to 扣ur collective and individual hapPiness ;

that 扣u should cherish a co记ial , habitual , and immovable at -

tachment to it ; accustoming yourselves to think ands 讲ak of it as

of the palladitnn of 扣 ur 训 litical safety and prosp吧rity , watching

for its preservation with jealous anxiety ; discountenancing what -

ever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event bea -

bandoned ; and indignantly frowningu 卯n the first dawning of

every attempt to alienate any 卯 rtion of our count 砂 from the

rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the

various parts ·

    玩 contemplating the causes which may disturb our union , it

occurs, as a matter of serious concern, that any ground should

have beenf ~ shed for characte到比ing parties by geographicald卜
c对minations 一 Northern and Southern , At 坛ntic and 甲犷estem 一

① 目币沈：大厦，高大或宏伟的建筑物，常用于比喻，a ～ 杯血r int 址
    目 ifice 亦是比喻意义。

. 7 .



whence designing men rnay endeavor to excite a belief that there

15 a real difference of local 认terests and views , O恤e of the ex侧纽i-

ents of party toa 叫诚re infiuence within 钾 rticular districts 15 to

misrepresent the ophaons and aims of other districts . You cannot

shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heart 一burn-

in邵 which 即石ng from these misrepresentations ; they tend to

render alien to each other those who ought to be boundt 娘ether

by fraternal affection .

      There 15 an oPinion , that parti 舫，in free countries , are use-

ful checks upon the administration of the government , and serve

to keep alive the sp试 t of liberty . This , within certainli 功its , 15

probably true ; and, in governmento of a monarc址cal①cast, pa-

triotism may look with indulgence , if not with favor , upon the

sp试 t of party . But in those of 卯pularcharacter , ingovernments

purely elective , it 15 a sp试 t not to be encouraged ·

    It 15 important , like 侧se , that the habits of thinking , ina

free coun 诊y , should in印 ire cautinn in those entrusted with its

ad幻以U以istration , to confine themselves within their resPective con--

stitutional spheres , avoiding ．玩 the exercise of the powers of one

departrnent, to encroach upon another . The sPirit of encroach -

ment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in

one, and thus to create, whatever the form of government , a real

desPOtism . A just est面 ate of that fove of power , and Proneness

to abuse it , which predommate in the human heart , 15 sufficient

to satisfy us of the truth of this position . The necessity of reci卜

rocal checks in the exercise of 卯 litical power , by dividing and

distributing it into different depositaries , and constituting each

the guardian of the public weal 鳍 ainst invasion by the other , has

been evinced 场 ex伴 rtments ancient andm 记em : some of tbem

① m一 山司 ：君主政体的。
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  in our country , and under our own eyes. To preserve them must

  be as necessary as to institute them .

      EurOPe has a set of primary interests , which to us have

  none, or ave汀 remote relation. Hence she must be en邵ged in

  frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign

  to our concerns . Hence , therefore , it must 悦 unwise in us to im -

  plicate ourselves , by artificial ties , in the ordina 汀 vicissitudesof

  her 卯 litics , or the ordina 理 combinations and co巧sions of her

friendships and enmities .

      C七r detached and distant situation invites and enables us to

pursue a different course . If we rema运 one 侧幻ple , under an effi -

cicnt government , the 碑 riod 15 not far off when we may defy

material inju珍 from external annoyance ; when we may take such

an attitude asw 沮 cause that neutrality we may ata 叮 time re-

阳Ive upon , to be scrupulously respected ; when belligerent na -

tions , under thelm 卯 SSibility of maki吃 acqulsitions upon 05 ,

初11 not lightly hazard the glving us provocation ; when we may

choose peace or war , as our interest , guided by justice , shall
counsel .

    Why forego the advantages of 50 pec山ar a situation ? Why

qult our own , to standu 卯n foreigu ground ? Why , by interweav -

ing our destiny with that of any part of Europe ，即 tangle our

peace and pro印erity in the to让5 of European ambition , rivalship ,

interest , humor , or caprice ?

    ,Tis ou了true policy to steer clear ofp 公manent allian 姗 ，爪h

any port月on of the foreign ~ ld ; 50 far , 1 mean , aswe ~ now

at liberty to do it ; for let me not be underst以记 as capable of 琳－

tro滋zing infidelity to existing engagements . 1 hold the maxha 恤

no less applicable to public than to private affairs , that honesty 15

always the best 卯 licy . 1 rep吧atit , therefore , letth ~ engag卜

~ ts be obsery目 in their genulne sense. But , in myo 睡r刂。n , it
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15 tmnecessa砂 ，and would be unwise , to extend them .

    In olfering to you , my countr , men, these counsels of an old

anda 王lectionate lriend , 1 dare not ho伴 they will make the strong

and lasting im少ession 1 could wish ; that they 诫11 control the

usual current of the passions , or prevent our nation from running

the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of nationsl

But , if 1 may even flatter myself , that they may be pr记uctiveof

some partial benefit , some occasfonal gCx记；that they may now

and then recur to moderate the fuly of party spirit ; to warna -

gainst the mischlefs of foreign intrigues ; to guard against the im -

po’ tures of pretended patriotism ; this ho伴 w沮 be a full ~ m-

pense for the solicitude for your welfare , by which they have

been dictated .

【作 品 点 评】

    中 国人常常讲“功成 身退”或“激流 勇退”，但 往往是在政治

前途 有．点“灰 ”的情况下，一种无可奈何的选择。而华盛顿虽然不

知道 中国人 有功成 身退 的 口头“教义”，但却树立 了这方面的典

范 。
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