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About American Sitcoms

What’s a sitcom?

A sitcom—or situation comedy—is a television program, almost
always half an hour long, with a regular cast and set in a regular location

which is usually a household or a workplace.

Although sitcoms occasionally record material on location, most are

filmed or taped in a studio, using multiple cameras, in front of an audience.

In their production methods sitcoms have more in common with
theatre than film. Whole scenes are performed in continuous takes in front
of the audience and actors must make entrances and exits just as they do in
the theatre. They must also deliver their performance in concert with the
audience’s reaction, just as they might on stage. The similarity with theatre
extends even into the dramatic structure. Indeed a sitcom is essentially a

small play.

In the United States the half hour time slot is usually interrupted by
two commercial breaks, one in the middle and the other near the beginning
or the end. For this reason American sitcoms usually fall into two acts, with
either a short introduction or a brief epilogue, and a total program length is

around 23 minutes.




+EHSOD 2EasE,

HHIERSE?

HRER—HAVAZIE, BFhF I —%, AR CHET
HF, W RERDNEF,

HRERANELINT, R 2 ERERYME, §EILGIA
JEA @A %z adE.

i ELE, BREALS — ALY R LML AT RE, Mz
T, CREER . BT AHILGIA, PTOAE 6 $ 35 Fo il 324 = 4509 5%
GHIE, W BALAR GG RP B R xR R AR A AR S Ky ¥m, L A& T
EMTER I B B 2L R AR, Ib, R ER S E R ARMZ AL, iE
FE TR B M, FEE, MR S F @ kA, xR T
A=A N B e E R

EEE, —£FDEGHERER, —RAFEHRENRE, —RE
P, B R AETF kKGR B E B R EREER S RF T, e
— ARG FRERREE, ERFHEREAE 23 4 AL,



]

About American Sitcoms

UNITTWO »

The Most Popular Sitcoms in the U.S.
FERZREZEREE RAER"

1./ Love Lucy 1951-1957

% '} I Love Lucy was the first sitcom to be recorded by
w 1 multiple film cameras which was to become, and still
}M is, the standard American method for recording

sitcoms.

(REFEB/)AF —ER S HALFBAG TSR], T T 2 BT A
By AR IR KXo

2. Growing Pains (ABC) 1985-1992

One of the family-centered sitcoms originating
in the eighties, Growing Pains is a successful, mostly
pleasant series about a relatively normal, upper
middle-class, suburban family with children, much
like NBC’s The Cosby Show (1984-1992).

(Rkemita) RO ERERYG KGN
| Seaver — R Wy F, ©RELE 20 #4280 SFARMAF
o AR EETATCHETER, E5MEFY
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B 69 AR S L3k, TILE T Seaver RE TN E T —tn, 22 AARL

FH SR AE . 5 C AR A The Cosby Show, J& # Bt & P FIHBREZAR
JEtg A,
3. Seinfeld NBC 1990-1998 (*“ the Seinfeld era’ )

“Nothing is like Seinfeld.” Jerry, George,
Elaine and Kramer have not only added to the
lexicon of our generation, but provided
literally hours and hours of water-cooler talk.
Although it was essentially about “nothing”—
the daily lives and mishaps of four friends—it

was absolutely unique in its execution. Seinfeld

makes the situations ordinary and the
characters extraordinary: “articulate, witty, self-conscious, and as neurotic

as a cadre of waltzing mice. ”

(ReAR) £ B RAHoa 69 % ERZ—, €& NBC 4549 1990
£ 1998 4, AAAVHRA Seinfeld WA, #FARARL R 5467, 4 NBC &AL
8 B X 2 — (5 —2F 4 Friends).,

GRIEA—RH I, WEHBZ R ERX, RARLEWANNA
(New Yorkers) # B i £, F2AA-F o A SLAM A2 LAY kM
AL R ARG F, B va ANE AN £ A, VAR BE B BT BT A LA
SILRY N, IR R e L B R b, R L, A EAY 2R 6
%, AR T SREBASFAMY T @@,

Seinfeld 4955 A SR EE 0 iEF REFE, RILEH—FKy, B 2ET
# % kS A2E Ak, AR B Seinfeld, iX A2 iE— 2 Seinfeld ¥ %, 3" A
WAT, AT R A AT & kAR,

4. Friends NBC 1994-2004

F’F &N B2 (averaging 28.4 million viewers—one of the
biggest sitcoms of all time )

Friends follows the life of six twenty-

something friends: three women (Monica,

=" Phoebe and Rachel) and three men (Ross, Joey
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and Chandler). All live in Greenwich Village, New York City, as they

battle through life with their hilarious stories.

(ALY (LFAH(MA)) A EE NBC il & T 1994 4 FF 463 64 &
ANEFER, W F =455k B AAmaigd, Retig2 0 25 %507
FERLAZSAL, BHAR—H A NBC WAL MG MR Z —, HRE
RZY AR ERIZ—,

H T 10 5149 Friends 2513 238 &, KA 20 04 £ 4., G &
1996 441 F 5,300 7 ¢ ALIT T, 3 F T WA TAELE L 69 55 NI AN
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KRR REL TG B TARF R P RIS AR
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IV A, AT RALIR R BAET 4 5 0935, ) BT A R PRI 48 | B2
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EHARLEBLAE R A TRARFGEE ., GEROUFREHBECE S
R CHAFRT, AR AR TR A TG, 255 A — Rk 6g
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5. Frasier NBC 1993-2004

Frasier is a sophisticated comedy
about the trials and tribulations of Dr.
Frasier Crane, a Harvard graduate with a
degree in psychiatry. He hosts a talk show

where patients needing help call in and

receive his own brand of pompous

advice, and so the hilarity ensues. The
show centers on the lives of Dr. Frasier Crane, his brother Dr. Niles Crane,
their father Martin Crane and his health-care worker Daphne Moon. Lots of

witty talks; 76 Emmy nominations.

Frasier Crane & — = BB SR F R, L T h k¥, TEHF—A
S EINE AT B L M5 e $ % Niles Crane(4L2 — {2 S F R ) A EH
7%, BHERAR, AAA LiRAs A, miedled L F Martin Crane U & — A~
BARER AR AN, SHNERZBARE, B t—A—0 itk o 56
3% #24% Daphne Moon, /844 55 B e93F, HAI T K 76 KX £
RR L,

6. Mad about You (NBC) 1992-1999

Paul Reiser and Helen Hunt star in this
look at two New York yuppies and their
adventures in marriage and (eventually)

parenting.

(A ARmAE) B Paul Reiser #= Helen Hunt
TR, AR T AL R A E 5 E8], Helen Hunt & 1997 4
% As Good as It Gets, FHEAZBFIF A FTREL LT HE,

7. The Fresh Prince of Bel Air (NBC) 1990-1996

A kid from the streets of Philly comes to live with
his relatives in swanky Bel Air, and the hilarity begins.

What set this series from the hordes of other “fish out of

water” shows was the immediate star power of the
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Fresh Prince himself, Will Smith was a rap star before the series, and has
turned into a genuine movie star (Independence Day, Men in Black )since it
ended.

Fresh Prince of Bel Air #4952 — A~ 2 AH 4, &%) Bel Air(m i — A & 4%
AR ), BRALA) KR —FEE—R, METH S5 I FESABTHE
%, 2 /4 Will Smith BBl m AL, 2B HBETORZ A ), (ZRANEF
k)% o

8. Home Improvement (ABC) 1991-1999

The 1990s brought a blue collar sensibility
to television in the form of several shows,
including this sitcom. Allen plays Tim
Taylor, the host of a cable TV show Tool Time.
A man who loves his tools, Tim is also a
certified klutz, whose wacky mistakes prove

much of the show’s humor.

Home Improvement 32 X AR - & 89 £ 76 #k
THFEMGES, TARA—AREF LA
A, EEALEG ERH—ATANE G e F, B AR — AN KT K g
A, WA S Kk,
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9. Will & Grace (NBC) 1998-2006

Will & Grace debuted with a controversial
splash because one of its two lead characters is
gay—but smart writing and topnotch perfor-
mances, not politics, have made the show a
hit. Much like Seinfeld, the humor on Will &
Grace springs from self-obsession, petty
jealousy, and compulsive interfering in each
other’s lives—basically, the building blocks of

human nature.

(RARBE#HEL) —FHKEZEN, RRKAL PO I T ALRMBRE,
R Fe 35 4Y 64 Y B A o) A A R RO R S AL, B (R TR ) A AR
Z AR, (RREHE )RR B B K Bdp Fo ik b 0 38 m T 3
AR R R R, KL, X B RARGERANET B ARIETFIE
R, UL £ 06  RFFI L E LR LG L,

10. Everybody Loves Raymond (CBS) 1996-2005

Everybody Loves Raymond revolves around
Ray Barone, a successful sportswriter living on
Long Island with his wife, Debra, 12-year-old
daughter, Ally, and 8-year-old twin sons,
Geoffrey and Michael. Raymond is kind,
smart, humorous and gets along well with
people. Ray’s meddling parents, Frank and
Marie, live directly across the street and

embrace the expression “Mi casa es su casa, ~

infiltrating their son’s home to an extent
unparalleled in television history. Frank’s favorite expression, “Holy
Crap,” is shouted at regular intervals, and Marie’s cooking advice is less
than appreciated by Debra. Brother Robert, a divorced policeman, is

constantly moving in and out of his parents” house, and loves to drop over
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and resent Ray’s successful career and happy family life. Ray and Debra

just wish their family would knock once in a while.

(AAAREE F48) BLEAY— T H WAL T Ray Barone B T8 F
¥ H55 F Debra, W % 84U Ally A& — 33 % # SUieI-——Michael
Fo Geoffrey, —#AE/E A2 K B —H 5 HIE 5669 5T 2. Raymond TA4F LR
BT R A F D RAR G BAG AL A T AR B R, Km, FFR
TREAREAFE, R AAEAE D33 69 Raymond #9 5 Ao 5L 5 69 B4R AE L 89
AFETRF-AR—ERSMRGETF BT EEOEFE . RS RE
AR A W K3k 5 5 o S RORRACAT A2 7P 3 R ZAT#— T 11, Raymond ) X
ZARRITMRMT . R XA LHGAE?

11. Two and a Half Men (CBS) 2003—Present

Charlie is a well-to-do bachelor with a
house at the beach, a Jaguar in front and an
easy way with women. His casual Malibu
lifestyle is interrupted when his tightly wound
brother, Alan, who’s facing a divorce, and
Alan’s son, Jake, come to stay with him.
Together, these two and a half men confront
the challenges of growing up. Complicating

matters are the brothers’ self-obsessed,

controlling mother, Evelyn, Alan’s estranged
wife, Judith, and Charlie’s crazy neighbor, Rose. As a result, they manage
to create a little family unit that promises to make each of them a better

man.

R ERR L0 QFAHAE) Z—,XTHATEF 5 56 ILF a3
F, BRUFFVRT L& ELA, Charlie £ —/Nifim S 5092 5, H—H#%
B AR, 11 AE A B Jaguar, &1 £ dkde s, A2 B HALAE
& EAE IR B EALN LS Alan e 55 5 09 LT Jake MRATELT , B b
Charlie #= Alan #2 %] %1 Ik 69 5k % . Alan 7 224b 22 Jf 69 77 e mIE S B 4
Charlie #94 4% & Rose, # F Rk Z A FMR AKX THA K, L L0 2XH
MNEFGARIE LR R, ATk TR — A BN DR, R EF A

1
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12. The New Adventures of Old Christine (CBS) 2006—Present

The New Adventures of Old Christine is an odd title but the explanation
comes midway through the premiere. Louis-Dreyfus plays Christine, a
divorced mother of a third-grader. The parting was amicable and she
remains on good terms with Richard (Clark Gregg), who is seeing a much
younger woman, also named Christine (Emily Rutherford). That, of

course, makes Louis-Dreyfus’ character the Old Christine.

B s RN XL (FIERE))RES 48 B L L E A K REmR
4 849 Julia Louis-Dreyfus, 2006 4 X B 7% A B4R K % 58 B £ L E A&
REXEAL, BFEA (B L) WERHRE A, #3# T Christine
Campbell X # —4% £ B # A F O F ., L HHI L EHRAMAE D
{2 & % Richard #9 # % A ——"#7 "Christine #9 & I, A2 & 3 F 69 4
K ——"%m "Christine #9 3.4 , “#%"Christine ¥ IR EHE M £, —i%& B 4947
KARLEHITAET S

13. My Name is Earl (NBC) 2005—Present

Earl has taken one too many wrong turns on the
highway of life. However, a twist of fate turns his life
into a tailspin of life-renewing events. Earl wins a
small lottery, and, after an epiphany, he is
determined to transform his good fortune into a life-

changing event as he sets out to right all the wrongs

from his past. But does everything go well? We'll see.
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Earl’s such an oddly effective guy with limited intelligence, but we believe

that one good turn deserves another.

Earl 49 A £ 8 5% A AFRIT AT, K — A TR THAEGEEL L

T

Barl P 7T — ) EHEFL e, Zid—RaTE 6 EH, fik X RIFiE

AR T T AE, L T AER— ARG BELRIE", {22, FHAY
MRAVE T 27 FZATK B A, Barl X4/ & & F 1%, m A S8FTF6,

12 FAVABE “FAF TR,

Among other popular sitcoms are:

£

X H T H A — AR et R

Cheers

Family Matters

Third Rock from the Sun
The Drew Carey Show
Married with Children
Jesse

Dharma and Greg
Suddenly Susan

Cartoon TV series

Cartoon TV series are not exactly sitcoms
but they’re very similar in many aspects (and
in all the laughter they bring us). Worth
mentioning here are the two most popular

ones:

il R 9 wALE B IR A A E L Eag
FER, AamE LT S H @ oM, NES
A, Tl ER R A MH OB KRS X
BHLRERFRAEL T RTREG AR,
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