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Unit 1

The Mayflower CGompact 1620
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for our better Ordering and Preservation

Pre-reading

The great geographic discovery of the new world by Christo-
pher Columbus in 1492 opened the door to European colonists. In

1620 after two months at sea Mayflower with a group of Pilgrims



on board arrived at Cape Cod. The Pilgrim leaders knew it would
be hard to survive the first winter in a strange world and they
needed something to unite them together. Therefore they drafted
The Mayflower Compact. It was an agreement signed by all the
men on board promising to abide by laws that would be drawn up
and agreed upon by all male members of the community. It became
the constitution of the Plymouth Colony and was the first attempt
of American democratic experience to establish® a government of
the people by the people for the people’ .

Text

In the name of God Amen. We whose names are underwrit-
ten the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James
by the Grace of God © of England France and Ireland King
Defender of the Faith &c.®

Having undertaken for the Glory of God and Advance-ment
of the Christian Faith and the Honour of our King and Country a
voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia®
do by these presents® solemnly and mutually in the Presence of
God and one of another covenant and combine ourselves together
into a civil Body Politick® for our better Ordering and Preserva-
tion and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid And by Virtue here-

of® to enact constitute and frame such just and equal Laws Or-

@ Dby the grace of God
@ &ec. etc.
®

the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia

by these presents
a civil Body Politick

© 6 e

by virtue hereof hereof ad of this
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Part | Unit 1

shall be thought most meet and convenient for the General good of
the Colony unto which we promise all due submission and obedi-
ence.

In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at
Cape Cod® the eleventh of November in the Reign of@ our Sover-
eign Lord King James of England France and Ireland the eigh-
teenth and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini® 1620.

There followed the signatures of 41 of the 102 passengers 37
of whom were members of the“ Separatists’ ® who were fleeing re-
ligious persecution in Europe. This compact established the first
basis in the new world® for written laws®. Half the colony failed

to survive the first winter but the remainder lived on and pros-

pered.

Vocabulary

Amen int

underwrite v write under or at the end of something
sovereign  a of power supreme highest

solemn a sacred

(D Cape Cod

@ in the reign of
@ Anno Domini A.D.
@  Separatists

the new world

written laws



ad solemnly

covenant enter into a compact or an agreement
combine bring into a state of unity join together
furtherance advancement of a cause

aforesaid

enact

ordinance

make or pass a decree

a statute or regulation

constitution

due

appropriate

submission

obedience

whereof

v
v
n
a
v
constitute v make a law
n
n
a
n
n

the act of obeying
ad of what

hereunto ad

subscribe v sign one’s name

persecut

ion n

True or False

. The first colony established by Englishmen was in James-

town.

. In The Mayflower Compact people agreed on enacting

constituting and framing Laws Acts Ordinances Consti-

tutions and Offices.

. The Mayflower Compact granted rights for every individual

in the colony.

. 37 of the 102 passengers in Mayflower signed The Mayflower

Compact .

. The Mayflower Compact established the first basis in the

new world for written law.

The Mayflower Compact is the first American Constitu-
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tion.

Translate the Following into Chinese

1.

Having undertaken for the Glory of God and Advancement of
the Christian Faith and the Honour of our King and Country
a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Vir-

ginia.

. Do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the Presence of

God and one of another covenant and combine ourselves to-
gether into a civil Body Politick for our better Ordering and

Preservation and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid.

. And by Virtue hereof to enact constitute and frame such just

and equal Laws Ordinances Acts Constitutions and Offices
from time to time as shall be thought most meet and conve-
nient for the General good of the Colony unto which we

promise all due submission and obedience.

. In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at

Cape Cod the eleventh of November in the Reign of our
Sovereign Lord King James of England France and Ireland
the eighteenth and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini
1620.

Questions

1.

3.

Did everyone in Mayflower sign The Mayflower Compact What
does that imply

. Do you believe that The Mayflower Compact played an impor-

tant role in the North American colonization Why
Can you define the following concepts Puritans Separatists

and Pilgrims



Essay Writing

In The Mayflower Compact the pilgrims set up the notion of
social contracts and the belief in covenants. They went through all
kinds of hardships. On the desolate and rocky soil near Cape Cod
they led a simple and frugal life and had arduous struggle with na-
ture. Their Puritanism was proved to be one of the greatest Ameri-
can legacies. Please comment on this Puritan tradition.

Further Reading

19
2002

1995

Encyclopedia of the North American Colonies New York Maxwell
Macmillan International 1993.

Geiter Mary K. &W. A. Speck Colonial America from Jamestown
to Yorktown Houndmills Basingstoke Hampshire & New
York N.Y. Palgrave Macmillan 2002.

Simmons R.C. The American Colonies from Settlement to In-
dependence London Longman 1976.

Steins Richard Colonial America Austin Texas Raintree
Steck-Vaughn 2000.



Unit 2

Common Sense Thomas Palne 1776

Society is produced by our wants and gov-
ernment by wickedness .
— Thomas Paine



About the Author

Thomas Paine a political theorist and writer was born in a
Quaker family in England in January 1737. He received a short
education and his early work was not successful. In 1774 he im-
migrated to Philadelphia. At first he worked as a publicist later as
the co-editor of the Pennsylvania Magazine. On arriving in
Philadelphia Paine had already sensed the rise of tension and the
spirit of rebellion. In his view the Colonies had all the right to
revolt against a government that imposed taxes on them while not
giving them the right of representation. He believed there was no
reason for the Colonies to stay dependent on England. On January
10 1776 Paine formulated his ideas on American independence in
his pamphlet Common Sense. Paine stated that sooner or later in-
dependence from England must come. During the War of Indepen-
dence Paine wrote another highly influential 16 pamphlets called
The Crisis in a hope to encourage the patriotic cause. He continued

critical writings until his death in New York in 1809.

Pre-reading

Common Sense was unique in its content as well as style. In
the pamphlet Paine attacked the monarchy challenged the idea
of a hereditary ruler defied the traditional authority criticized
the men who ruled as kings and helped the readers discard the last
loyalty to the king and to the empire. Common Sense was the first
American best seller which greatly inspired and mobilized the
cause of independence. It sold 120,000 copies in the first three
months after its publication in January 1776. An estimated 500,000

copies were sold that year. Such sales were phenomenal consider-
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ing that the entire population of the country then was only about

1.5 million.

Text

Some writers have so confounded society with government as
to leave little or no distinction between them whereas they are not
only different but have different origins. Society is produced by
our wants and government by wickedness the former promotes
our happiness positively by uniting our affections the latter nega-
tively by restraining our vices. The one encourages intercourse the
other creates distinctions. The first is a patron the last a punisher.

Society in every state is a blessing but government even in its
best state is but a necessary evil in its worst state an intolerable
one for when we suffer or are exposed to the same miseries by a
government which we might expect in a country without govern-
ment our calamity is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the
means by which we suffer. Government like dress is the badge of
lost innocence the palaces of kings are built on the ruins of the
bowers of paradise. For were the impulses of conscience clear
uniform and irresistibly obeyed® man would need no other law-
giver but that not being the case he finds it necessary to surren-
der up a part of his property to furnish means for the protection of
the rest and this he is induced to do by the same prudence which
in every other case advises him out of two evils to choose the least.
Wherefore security being the true design and end of government

it unanswerably follows that whatever form thereof appears most

@® For were obeyed For if the impulses of conscience were clear

obyed.
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