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Unit One China’s People and Their Lifestyles

Text A Chinese and Their Influence
A

1. Unified and multi-ethnic the People’s Republic of China
PRC is far and away the world’s most popdlous nation. China’s
official census of 2000 listed a total mainlan population of about 1.3
billion making China the home of nearly one out of every five per-
sons in the world. China is a multinational country in which roughly
93% of the population is Han or ethnic Chinese. The remaining
7% with more than 96.5 million people are distributed among 55
‘ minority nationalities” ranging in the biggest size from Zhuang
Hui Uygur Yi Miao Manchu Tibetan Mongolian Tujia
Bouyei Korean Dong Yao Bai and Hani. Most of the minorities
differ from the Han in language and customs. The Moslem Hui de-
spite their domination in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region are dis-
tinguished by religion alone and the Manchu are almost completely
assimilated.
2. In China minority people share the same basic rights with
the Han. China’s national policy encourages cultural continuity and

political autonomy in the areas of minorities and representatives are



trained for local leadership or professionalism at nationalities insti-
tutes or universities e.g.Southwest China University for Ethnic
Studies in Chengdu which also promote research in ethnic lan-
guages and history. Most of these ethnic groups are scattered in the
sparsely-settled border regions or mountain areas which provide
China with the greather part of its livestock and hold vast untapped
deposits of minerals. five of which — Inner Mongolia Ningxia
Xinjiang Xizang Tibet and Guangxi — have been designated

autonomous regions” . Both within these regions and in western
provinces such as Sichuan Yunnan and Guizhou autonomous pre-
fectures and counties have been created. Minorities have been ex-
empted from China’s stringent birth control program and their
numbers have been increasing at a greater rate than the Han. Al-
though Chinese culture is mosaic yet it is most influenced by the
Han’s subculture.

3. The Chinese the Han and the remaining nationalities de-
veloped in relative isolation a civilization which has endured longer
than any other in the history of the world. Its unique products —
silk porcelain tea — have long been coveted trade commodities.
Not only has Chinese culture left its indelible mark upon that of her
neighbors — Japan Korea Vietnam and Thailand — but Chi-
nese inventions such as the magnetic compass gunpowder paper
and printing have also had far reaching impact upon the development
of the West. Visitors from Marco Polo in the 13th century to Mat-
teo Ricci in the 16th reported favorably upon a society which in

many aspects outshone the Europe of their own times.



Words and Expressions

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

. multi-ethnic /malti'ebnik «.

. far and away

. populous ‘popjules «.

. census sensos 1.

. multinational maltinaefonl «.
. roughly rafli ad.

. ethnic Chinese

. assimilate o'simileit wv.

. cultural continuity

. professionalism profe[onlizom

nationalities institutes or universities
sparsely-settled 'spasli'seitld a.
untapped an'tept a.

designate ‘dezigneit .
autonomous prefectures and counties
exempt igzempt wv.

stringent ‘strind3zent a.

mosaic ma'zeitk a.

subculture ‘sabcaltfo n.
isolation jaiseleifon .

porcelain  ‘poslin 7.

coveted ‘kavitit a.

trade commodities

indelible in'delibl a.

the magnetic compass



26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

far-reaching faritfin a.
impact impaekt 7.
Marco Polo

Matteo Ricci

outshine autfain wv.

Expressions and Patterns to Review

Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences the missing

letters

words or phrases. Make the sentences below both complete

and correct by using the clues from the text or other sources.

1.

China’s official census of the year 2000 a total

mainland population of about

. China is the of nearly one ev-

ery five persons in the world.

. China isam country with 56 and the
Han is the people.
. China’s national policy cultural continuity and po-

litical and economic in the areas of minorities.
Most of these ethnic groups are s in the s

b regions or m ar-

€as.

. There are five regions for m in China.

. Minorities have been e from China’s stringent b

c program.

. Chinese ¢ has longer than any other in

the history of the world.

Chinese four greatest inventions—

and have had far r impact up-




