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Lesson One

Text A
Reasons for Travel

Throughout history most travel was undertaken because of necessity—not for
pleasure. People traveled to satisfy basic needs for survival. They searched for food
and shelter or fled from enemies. Many people traveled in search of a better life. Per-
haps they were looking for gold silver and other treasures that would make them
rich. Or they scouted for fertile farmland to which they could move their families.

This is not to say that no one ever traveled just for the fun of it. Even in ancient
times some pleasure travel occurred. During a typical season 700 000 tourists
would crowd into Ephesus a city in Asia minor where they were entertained by acro-
bats animal acts jugglers and magicians. Wealthy Romans made excursions to
Greece to take part in the Olympic Games theatrical productions and festivals.

Of course some people were motivated to travel just out of curiosity. They want-
ed to know what lay beyond the horizon or around the bend in the road. Perhaps
sailors joined the crews of the Nina Pinta and Santa Maria in 1492 because they
wanted to find out what would happen when the ships reached the edge of the world.
There have been other motivations for travel as well. During the Middle Ages people
went on pilgrimages to holy cities and shrines. They did so to pay homage to saint or
to fulfill a vow. Some pilgrims dressed in sackcloth and walked barefoot as a sign of
penance. The passport originated in 1388 when King Richard II required English pil-
grims to obtain and carry permits before they could travel to France. The Crusade

A.D. 1095 ~ 1291  in which Christians attempted to wrest control of the Holy
Land from the Muslims were the most ambitious and religious journeys of all.

Travel for the purpose of conducting trade—in other words business travel—has
been going on for centuries. Traders from Phoenicia a civilization that existed from
1100 B.C. to 332 B. C. sailed from port to port in the Mediterranean world. Early

travel in China and India was based on trade. Notions about cures for ailments of the
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body have also influenced travel. To relieve his rheumatism the Roman emperor Cara
calla A.D. 188~217 journeyed to mineral springs located north of Rome. Juan Ponce
de Len a Spanish explorer discovered Florida in 1513 while searching for the foun-
tain of youth. In the 1800s it was fashionable for members of European high society
to visit various German spas different spas claims effectiveness for different maladies .
These people sipped mineral water all day and then entertained themselves with ban-
quets dancing and gambling all night. Destinations of historic and cultural signifi-
cance have attracted travelers through the ages. This reason for travel originated with
grand tour in the seventh century. As part of their education youth of British aristoc-
racy undertook an extended tour of Europe. Accompanied by tutors and servants the
young gentlemen visited cathedrals castles and galleries especially those of France
and Italy. They learned to speak several languages and were introduced to Europe’s

aristocracy. The grand tour usually took three years.

Text B
Religion and Mystery

Sooner or later everyone faces the question of the relevancy of religion in his or
her life. Whether they have been raised in a religiously-oriented culture or in a secular-
ist or atheistic atmosphere they ask themselves about religion. They wonder what re-
ligion is  why it is whether it is necessary whether it is natural to people and
whether it is for them. Eventually everyone takes a stance concerning religion.

Why is this so

Perhaps the first reason is sociological. People experience religion around them
see it in action and wonder why it is part of human experience. Depending upon their
personal experience they have a favorable or unfavorable impression. They decide that
religion is for them or they decide that it is not for them. They live their lives accord-
ingly.

The second reason seems to be experiential. People who have been brought up in
a particular religion wonder about it. They ask what it really means where it came
from why they belong to this religion community rather than that how their religion
compares with others whether it is" trué’ and whether they should seek another or
abandon the practice of any religion.

A third reason that people wonder about religion in their own lives might be called
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* influential. ” That is they are influenced by what they experience. Some people for
example wonder about religion in their own lives because of the influence of a reli-
gious person like Pope John Paul II whose charisma is experienced globally. Others see
many influential people around them practicing no religion or expressing a kind of dis-
dain for or amused tolerance of religion. They wonder whether religion should affect
their lives at all. Still others because they are unable to answer religious questions
wonder if religion really is a psychologically crutch an invention a racket or a super-
stition left over from" unenlightened” days. All of these people are influenced to a
greater or lesser degree by the views of religion held by those who have influenced their
lives.

Perhaps the most common reason for people asking themselves about religion and
its role in their lives however is that at some point in their lives they have asked
themselves about the meaning of life. They have searched for answers to questions
about life that go beyond the obvious the measurable the observable or the scientif-
ic. They have searched for answers to the mystery of life. They wonder where life
came from where it is going and what its purpose is. For them as we shall see re-
ligion provides the best answers. Behind humanity’s questions about life’s meaning and
purpose lies an encounter with mystery.

The mystery of life confronts people at various times in their lives. When they ex-
perience the power the beauty or the magnitude of the universe they wonder where
it came from what its purpose is what it means and where it is going.

When they read about Unidentified Flying Objects they ask Are they real
Where are they from How do they travel Are the creatures in them superer subhu-
man How do they subsist or exist How are they related to earth’s creatures

When a man and woman experience the joy of true love they wonder about its
source its meaning its purpose and its uniqueness. When a husband and wife experi-
ence the mystery of pregnancy and the wonder of birth they ask themselves what
shaped this tiny form what force created this miracle what life is expressed in this
helpless baby.

The mystery of life confronts people most of all however when they are in the
presence of death. For most people death is the great mystery the unexpected the
unknown the point where mystery is master. Death raises the ultimate question
“ What is life 7 and that question demands an answer. When people fail to uncover
these mysteries they tend to seek religion for solution. In the cause of finding the an-

swers people formed different views towards God hence different religions.



Words and Expressions

Text A

survival sovaivael n.
shelter 'felta n.
treasure 'tre3o  n.
scout skaut .

occur okar .
entertain  jentatein  v.
acrobat ‘ackrobaet n.
juggler 'd3zagls n.
magician mad3ifon n.
excursion ikskaifon n.
theatrical Oizetrikl  adj.
motivate 'moutiveit v.
curiosity  kjuariositi  n.
horizon heraizn n.
pilgrimage 'pilgrimid3  n.
shrine [rain n.
homage ‘homid3z n.
vow vau 1.

pilgrim  'pilgrim  n.
penance 'pensans  n.
originate orid3ineit V.
wrest rest v.
ambitious @mbifes  adj.
Phoenicia finifie n.
Mediterranean meditoreinjon  adj.
notion mnoufon n.
ailment ‘eilment n.
rheumatism ‘rumetizom n.
malady ‘'meeladi n.
spa spa: n.

gambling 'gembliny n.

destination |destineifon n.
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aristocracy  jeeristokrasi  n.

cathedral kofidral n.

Text B

relevancy ‘relovensi n.
secularist  'sekjulorist  adj.
atheistic  (eifiistik  adj.
stance staens n.
experiential  iksipierienfal adj.
bring up

belong to

abandon obaenden v.
charisma korizme n.
disdain  disdein n.
crutch  krat/ n.

racket 'reekit n.
superstition sjupostifon n.
unenlightened 'aninlaitnd  adj.
go beyond

encounter inkauntos n.
confront  kenfrant v.
magnitude ‘'meegnitjud n.
subsist  sobsist v.
pregnancy 'pregnonsi  n.

ultimate ‘Altimit  adj.
Notes

Text A

1. Ephesus

2. Asia Minor
3. Greece 50 960 131 990

2000~ 1400 1400
1200



750
146
1830

Rome

. Middle Ages 15
5

pilgrimage

1925
1981

1500

1789 ~ 1867
20

338
1460
1936
7
6
1867
20~30
2

. They did so to pay homage to a saint or to fulfill a vow.

saint

. Crusades

1095~1291

16

1973

1420
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8
7. Phoenicia
3000
16
2000
8. Caracalla 188. 4. 4~ 217. 4. 8 211

~ 217

9. This reason for travel originated with the grand tour in the seventh century.
“ This’

Text B
1. a religiously-oriented culture
-oriented
a sports-oriented course
an exam-oriented teaching system
a semantically-oriented drill
2. if religion really is a psychological crutch an invention a racket or a super-
stition left over from" unenlightened’ days.
: ? leave
over

Some disputes among these countries are left over by history.

One of the neighbors had let off a firework left over from last night.

3. All of these people are influenced to a greater or lesser degree by the views of

religion held by those who have influenced their lives.



toa degree
some certain what
He is tired to some degree.

The lecture we attended last night was dull to the last degree.
4. They have searched for answers to questions about life that go beyond the ob-

vious the measurable the observable or the scientific.

search for
She searched her bag for the keys.
The police are searching for the escaped prisoner.
5. Unidentified Flying Objects UFO
6. The mystery of life confronts people most of all however when they are in

the presence of death.

confront

The next big issue confronting the family is the question of education of
the kids.

The difficulties that confronted the astronauts came one after another.

in the presence of

The boy was shy to sing in the presence of his class.

He signed his name in the presence of two witnesses.

Paragraph Writing
A Brief Introduction to Paragraph

Paragraphs usually consist of three parts introduction body and conclusion in
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other words the topic sentence the supporting ideas and the conclusion. In the in-
troduction the writer presents the idea that he is going to discuss. The idea or the
controlling idea is conveyed in the topic sentence. In the body the writer provides
the reader with supporting details to explain the idea conveyed in the topic sentence.
The writer chooses relevant details and arranges them logically. The conclusion serves
as a completion of the discussion in the body. The conclusion can be a summary an
inference a suggestion a restatement etc. of the topic sentence. The introduction
and conclusion are usually much shorter. The body is the longest part. Look at the fol-
lowing paragraph

Foreign custom is much stricter than Chinese custom in the matter of replying to
invitations. When you receive an invitation you should answer it immediately saying
definitely whether you are able to accept it or not. This is because the hostess probably
wants to have a certain number of guests at her table and if you cannot come she will
want to ask someone else. And it is not polite to ask anyone to come at the last
minute. So you should let her know just as soon as possible whether you can come or
not.

Introduction Foreign custom is much stricter than Chinese custom in the matter
of replying to invitations.

Body When you receive an invitation you should answer it immediately saying
definitely whether you are able to accept it or not. . . And it is not polite to ask anyone
to come at the last minute.

Conclusion So you should let her know just as soon as possible whether you can

come or not.

Exercises

I. Comprehension questions on the texts
Text A

1. What were the main reasons for travel in ancient times

2. Is it true that no one ever traveled just for fun in ancient times.

3. Were some people motivated to travel just out of curiosity Give some exam-
ples

4. Why did people go on pilgrimage to holy cities during the Middle Ages

5. Why did some pilgrims dress in sackcloth and walk barefoot

6. When did the passport originate
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7. How long has business travel been going on

8. Why did the Roman emperor Caracalla A. D. 188~217 journey to mineral
springs located north of Rome

9. When did the grand tour originate and how long did it usually last

10. Why do you think people travel today

Text B

. What are the three reasons for religion

. What kind of person was Pope John Paul 11

. What makes them interested in searching for answers to questions about life

How much do you know about Unidentified Flying Objects

N B~ W N =

. What is the connection between mystery and religion

II. Vocabulary and structure

Direction There are 20 incomplete sentences in this section. For each sentence
there are four choices marked A B C and D . Choose the one that best com-
pletes the sentence.

1. If you are interested in the job you should apply for it

A. before B. in front of

C. in advance D. prior to
2. No food has been after the meal.

A. left about B. left out

C. left for D. left over
3. Most writers inclined to the second view.

A. to a greater or lesser degree B. to the least degree

C. to what degree D. to the more degree
4. She her memory his name.

A. looked. . . for B. searched. . . for

C. looked. . . after D. as in search. . . of
5. today he would get there by Friday.

A. Would he leave B. Was he leaving

C. Were he to leave D. If he leaves

6." Will the committee meet during the vacation ”

“ No I suggested that a meeting at some other time. ”

A. holds B. is holding
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C. be held D. hold
. I recommend the student his composition as soon as possible.
A. finishes writing B. would finish writing
C. to finish writing D. finished writing

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

the Atlantic Ocean crosses the equator the trade winds causes a

flow of water to the west.
A. Where B. And
C. That D. At
. Everyone admires her
A. because of her kindness and she is gentle
B. because of both her kindness and her gentleness
C

_. both because of her kindness and her gentleness

D. both because of her kindness and she is gentleness

The jailor at the prisoner to do exactly as he wished.

A. allowed B. hired

C. told D. compelled

The air ticket is for one month.

A. usable B. valid

C. serviceable D. valuable

He climbed up into the tree and picked all the fruit reach.
A. at B. never

C. within D. beyond

to blame for the many troubles you have encountered.

A. It is not I who am

B. It is not I that is

C. It is not me who am

D. I am not the person who am

He his new job with confidence.

A. set out B. set about
C. set off D. set down

He had approached every friend and acquaintance for help in vain and now

he was his wit’s end.

A. at B. in
C. out D. on
You will have to the work.
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A. undertake B. undergo

C. recreate D. reconstruct
17. Some of his suggestions have been adopted but others have been

as they are quite impracticable.

A. turned down B. turned away
C. turned out D. turned back
18. His explanation made the problem more complicated.
A. even B. to be even
C. that is became even D. be even
19. When I came through the customs at the airport I had to pay on a
computer I had bought in France.
A. taxes B. duty
C. fines D. rates
20. To undergraduate students the doctoral degree is a distant .
A. aspect B. prospect
C. respect D. concept
III. Cloze

Direction Decide which of the choices given below would best complete the pas-
sage. Mark the correct choice for each blank.

Faces like fingerprints are unique. Did you 1  wonder how it is possible for
usto 2  people Even a skilled writer probably could not describe all the 3
that make one face different from another. Yet a very young child 4  an animal
such as a pigeon-can learn to recognize faces. We all 5  this ability for granted.

We also tell people apart 6 how they behave. When we talk about someone’s
personality we mean 7  in which he or she acts speaks thinks and feels that
~ 8 that individual different from others.

Like the human face human personality is very complex. But describing
someone’s personality 9 words is somewhat easier than 10 his face. If you
were asked to describe what a“ nice face’ looked like you 11  have a difficult time
doing so. But if you were asked to describe a“ nice person " you 12 begin to

think about someone who was kind 13 friendly warm and so forth.

There are many words to describe 14 a person thinks feels and acts. Gor-
don Allport 15 U. S. psychologist found nearly 18 000 English words 16

differences in people’s behavior. And many of us use this information asa 17 for




