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Robison Crusoe
by Daniel Defoe

Part 2

The JOURNAL.

September 30, 1659. |
poor miserable  Robinson
Crusoe, being shipwreck'd,
during a dreadful Storm, in the
offing, came on Shore on this
dismal unfortunate Island,
which | calld the Island of
Despair, all the rest of the
Ship's Company being drown'd,
and my self almost dead

All the rest of that Day |
spent in afflicting my self at the
dismal Circumstances | was
brought to, viz. | had neither
Food, House, Clothes,

Weapon, or Place to fly to, and
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in Despair of any Relief, saw
nothing but Death before me,
either that | should be devour'd
by wild Beasts, murtherd by
Savages, or starv'd to Death for
Want of Food. At the Approach
of Night, | slept in a Tree for
fear of wild Creatures, but slept
soundly tho' it rain'd all Night.
October 1. In the Morning |
saw to my great Surprise the
Ship had floated with the high
Tide, and was driven on Shore
again much nearer the Island,
which as it was some Comfort
on one hand, for seeing her sit
upright, and not broken to
Pieces, | hop'd, if the Wind
abated, | might get on board,
and get some Food and
Necessaries out of her for my

Relief; so on the other hand, it
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renew'd my Grief at the Loss of
my Comrades, who | imagin'd if
we had all staid on board might
have sav'd the Ship, or at least
that they would not have been
all drown'd as they were; and
that had the Men been sav'd,
we might perhaps have built us
a Boat out of the Ruins of the
Ship, to have carried us to
some other Part of the World. |
spent great Part of this Day in
perplexing my self on these
things; but at length seeing the
Ship almost dry, | went upon
the Sand as near as | could,
and then swam ings | wanted
exceedingly for this Work, viz. A
Pick-axe, a Shovel, and a
Wheel-barrow or Basket, so |
desisted from my Work, and

began to consider how to
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supply that Want and make me
some Tools; as for a Pickaxe, |
made use of the Iron Crows,
which were proper enough, tho'
heavy; but the next thing was a
Shovel or Spade, this was so
absolutely necessary, that
indeed | could do nothing
effectually without it, but what
kind of one to make | knew not.
Nov. 18 @“ aoal Water,
and the things being chiefly
heavy, | recoverd many of
them when the Tide was out.
Oct. 25. It rain'd all Night
and all Day, with some Gusts of
Wwind, during which time the
Ship broke in Pieces, the Wind
blowing a little harder than
before, and was no more to be
seen, except the Wreck of her,

and that only at low Water. |
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spent this Day in covering and
securing the Goods which | had
sav'd, that the Rain might not
spoil them.

Oct. 26. | walk'd about the
Shore almost all Day to find out
a place to fix my Habitation,
greatly concern'd to secure my
self from an Attack in the Night,
either from wild Beasts or Men.
Towards Night | fix'd upon a
proper Place under a Rock,
and mark'd out a Semi-Circle
for my Encampment, which |
resolv'd to strengthen with a
Work, Wall, or Fortification
made of double Piles, lin'd
within with Cables, and without
with Turf.

From the 26th. to the 30th.
| work'd very hard in carrying all

my Goods to my new
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Habitation, tho' some Part of
the time it rain'd exceeding
hard.

The 31st. in the Morning |
went out into the Island with my
Gun to see for some Food, and
discover the Country, when |
kill'd a She-Goat, and her Kid
follow'd me home, which |
afterwards kill'd also because it
would not feed.

November. 1. | set up my
Tent under a Rock, and lay
there for the first Night, making
it as large as | could with
Stakes driven in to swing my
Hammaock upon.

Nov. 2. | set up all my
Chests and Boards, and the
Pieces of Timber which made
my Rafts, and with them form'd

a Fence round me, a little within

- 222



the Place | had mark'd out for
my Fortification.

Nov. 3. | went out with my
Gun and kill'd two Fowls like
Ducks, which were very good
Food. In the Afternoon went to
work to make me a Table.

Nov. 4. This Morning |
began to order my times of
Work, of going out with my
Gun, time of Sleep, and time of
Diversion, viz. Every Morning |
walk'd out with my Gun for two
or three Hours if it did not rain,
then employ'd my self to work
till about Eleven aClock, then
eat what | had to live on, and
from Twelve to Two | lay down
to sleep, the Weather being
excessive hot, and then in the
Evening to work again: The
working Part of this Day and of
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the next were wholly employ'd
in making my Table, for | was
yet but a very sorry Workman,
tho' Time and Necessity made
me a compleat natural
Mechanick soon after, as |
believe it would do any one
else.

Nov. 5. This Day went
abroad with my Gun and my
Dog, and kill'd a wild Cat, her
Skin pretty soft, but her Flesh
good for nothing: Every
Creature | kill'd | took off the
skins and preserv'd them:
Coming back by the Sea
Shore, | saw many Sorts of Sea
Fowls which | did not
understand, but was surpris'd
and almost frighted with two or
three Seals, which, while | was

gazing at, not well knowing
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what they were, got into the
Sea and escap'd me for that
time.

Nov. 6. After my Morning
Walk | went to work with my
Table again, and finish'd it, tho'
not to my liking; nor was it long
before | learn'd to mend' it.

Nov. 7. Now it began to be
settled fair Weather. The 7th,
8th, 9th, 10th, and Part of the
12th. (for the 11th was Sunday)
| took wholly up to make me a
Chair, and with much ado
brought it to a tolerable Shape,
but never to please me, and
even in the making | pull'd it in
Pieces several times. Note, |
soon neglected my keeping
Sundays, for omitting my Mark
for them on my Post, | forgot

which was which.

- 225



Nov. 13. This Day it rain'd,
which refresh'd me
exceedingly, and cool'd the
Earth, but it was accompany'd
with  ferrible Thunder and
Lightning, which frighted me
dreadfully for fear of my
Powder; as soon as it was over,
| resolv'd to separate my Stock
of Powder into as many little
Parcels as possible, that it
might not be in Danger.

Nov. 14, 15, 16. These
three Days | spent in making
little square Chests or Boxes,
which might hold about a
Pound or two Pound, at most,
of Powder, and so putting the
Powder in, | stow'd it in Places
as secure and remote from one
another as possible. On one of

these three Days | kill'd a large
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Bird that was good to eat, but |
know not what to call it.

Nov. 17. This Day | began
to dig behind my Tent into the
Rock to make room for my
farther Conveniency: Note, Two
Things | wanted exceedingly for
this Work, viz. A Pick-axe, a
Shovel, and a Wheel-barrow or
Basket, so | desisted from my
Work, and began to consider
how to supply that Want and
make me some Tools; as for a
Pickaxe, | made use of the Iron
Crows, which were proper
enough, tho' heavy; but the
next thing was a Shovel or
Spade, this was so absolutely
necessary, that indeed | could
do nothing effectually without it,
but what kind of one to make |

knew not.
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Nov. 18. The next Day in
searching the Woods | found a
Tree of that Wood, or like f,
which, in the Brasils they call
the Iron Tree, for Its exceeding
Hardness, of this, with great
Labour and almost spoiling my
Axe, | cut a Piece, and brought
it home too with Difficulty
enough, for it was exceeding
heavy.

The excessive Hardness
of the Wood, and having no
other Way, made me a long
while upon this Machine, for |
work'd it effectually by little and
little into the Form of a Shovel
or Spade, the Handle exactly
shap'd like ours in England,
only that the broad Part having
no Iron shod upon it at Bottom,

it would not last me so long,
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however it serv'd well enough
for the uses which | had
occasion to put it to; but never
was a Shovel, | believe, made
after that Fashion, or so long a
making.

| was still deficient, for |
wanted a Basket or a
Wheelbarrow, a Basket | could
not make by any Means,
having no such things as Twigs
that would bend to make
Wicker Ware, at least none yet
found out; and as to a
Wheel-barrow,

| fancy'd | could make all
but the Wheel, but that | had no
Notion of, neither did | know
how to go about it; besides |
had no possible Way to make
the Iron Gudgeons for the
Spindle or Axis of the Wheel to
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