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January 1, 1942

United Nations created

On this day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime

Minister Winston Churchill issued a declaration, signed by representatives

of 26 countries, called the "United Nations." The signatories' of the

declaration vowed to create an international postwar peacekeeping
organization.
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January 2, 1905
Japanese capture Russian naval base at Port Arthur

In a crucial turning point of the Russo-Japanese War, Japan captures
Port Arthur, a major Russian naval base on the Liaodong Peninsula in China,
on this day in 1905.

The surprising triumph in 1905 of upstart' Japan over formidable
Russia upset the traditional balance of power in Europe, exposing Russia’s
growing vulnerability® and foreshadowing’ the even greater upheaval® that
was to come.
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January 3, 1521

Martin Luther excommunicated'

In January 1521, Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther. Three months

later, Luther was called to defend his beliefs before Holy Roman Emperor

Charles V at the Diet of Worms, where he was famously defiant’. For his

refusal to recant’ his writings, the emperor declared him an outlaw and a

heretic’. Luther was protected by powerful German princes, however, and

by his death in 1546, the course of Western civilization had been
significantly altered.
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January 4, 1960
Colt sells his first revolvers to the U.S. government

Samuel Colt rescues the future of his faltering' gun company by
winning a contract to provide the U.S. government with 1,000 of his 0.44
caliber’ revolvers.

Though never cheap, by the early 1850s, Colt revolvers were
inexpensive enough to be a favorite with Americans headed westward
during the California Gold Rush. Between 1850 and 1860, Colt sold 170,000
of his "pocket" revolvers and 98,000 "belt" revolvers, mostly to civilians
looking for a powerful and effective means of self-defense in the Wild West.
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January 5, 1895
Dreyfus affair in France
French officer Alfred Dreyfus, condemned for passing military secrets

to the Germans, is stripped of his rank in a humiliating public ceremony in
the courtyard of Paris' Eco Militaire. The Jewish artillery' captain,
convicted on flimsy” evidence in a highly irregular trial, began his life

sentence on the notorious’ Devil's Island Prison in French Guyana four
months later.

189541 H5H

P E s e R R
FEL ARG R ARG b, SR E PRI ST - 7R T el

ﬁ@lﬂ?ﬁ*ﬂﬁ"ﬁz% Wi, E— AU LRI T %M. E—K

AGHERAH AR, XA J:FT[H;‘*J—‘M’f/'f\'iﬁ—*ﬁmiftﬁ%&#llﬁ
B, ARG, PR 96 H P8 7 2 R 00 5 AR (7 Tk IR R TR )
IR T BRI A 7

Uartillery n HIMRER, HLITE R
*flimsy adj. KA, WEssM
¥ notorious adj. 1 4 AREM



January 6, 1925
Nurmi breaks two world records
On January 6, 1925, Finnish long-distance runner Paavo Nurmi breaks

two world records.
Known as the "Flying Finn," Nurmi was regarded as the greatest runner
e 5 § of his day. At the 1924 Olympics in Paris, he
' # won five gold medals, including two

Olympic-record runs in the space of an hour on
{ July 10. He often ran with a stopwatch in his
hand to pace himself, an innovation he developed.
Although the technique was not widely imitated,
: it was not until 1931 that a runner broke the
.-~_ outdoor-mile world record, which Nurmi set
: using this strategy.
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January 7, 1979

Pol Pot overthrown

On January 7, 1979, Vietnamese troops seize the Cambodian capital of
Phnom Penh, toppling the brutal regime of Pol Pot and his Khmer Rouge.

e T

197941 H7H
IR A 4
19794 1 7 H, R B i ZE 1 a4y, B T R s
A BRI B 2T 0 B AR B

BT A i - AMRHRRI A, bl A, A
YUHFEE, UL LT B0, s ABMEALL, TR bRz
B, HIRE UM . FORIA R, (RBRRE 2 HeITT S S I I S T 1 K
SRR AT



January 8, 1976

Chinese leader Zhou Enlai dies

Zhou Enlai, premier of the People's Republic of China (PRC) since

1949, dies of cancer at age 77. Zhou was second to Mao Zedong, the leader

of the revolution that brought a communist regime to China, in terms of

importance in the PRC. Beyond his significance as a leader of communist

China, Zhou was instrumental' in the negotiations that resulted in the U.S.
recognition of the PRC in 1979.
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January 9, 1776
Thomas Paine publishes Common Sense

On this day in 1776, American writer Thomas Paine publishes his
pamphlet Common Sense, setting forth his arguments in favor of American
independence. Although little used today, pamphlets were an important
medium for the spread of ideas in the 16 through 19t centuries.

Originally published anonymously, Common Sense advocated
independence for the American colonies from Britain and is considered one
of the most influential pamphlets in American history. Credited with uniting
average citizens and political leaders behind the idea of independence,
Common Sense played a remarkable role in transforming a colonial
squabble' into the American Revolution.
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January 10, 1941
Lend-Lease introduced into Congress

On this day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Lend-Lease program is
brought before the U.S. Congress for consideration.

By the end of the war, more than $50 billion in funds, weapons, aircraft,
and ships were distributed to 44 countries through the program. After the
war, the Lend-Lease program morphvs:dI into the Marshall Plan, which
allocated funds for the revitalization® of "friendly" democratic nations.
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January 11, 1928

Stalin banishes' Trotsky

Leon Trotsky, a leader of the Bolshevik revolution and early architect

of the Soviet state, is deported® by Soviet leader Joseph Stalin to Alma-Ata

in remote Soviet Central Asia. He lived there in internal exile for a year
before being banished from the USSR forever by Stalin.
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