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== The chef was prodigal with his employer's money, spending thou-
sands of dollars on ingredients for what was supposed to be a simple

meal.

A R BT LB, MTE T 3 5B A &
CEEY IS LT ES

= The prodigal gambler soon found that he couldn't afford even a
two-dollar bet.

ARAE K F K iy 84 s AR B it R I W & 70 04 2 AR 5 42
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the
second column. Check your answers in the back of the book.

1. preclude a. outstanding

2. precursor b. triumph

3. predilection c. seize by prior right
4. preeminent d. wastefully extravagant
5. preempt e. unspoiled

6. premise f. natural preference
7. prepossess g. preoccupy

8. prerogative h. right or privilege
9. prevail i. assumption

10. pristine j. forerunner

11. prodigal k. prevent

PRODIGIOUS [pro'didses] adj. extraordinary; enormous |7 A #9; E
XA
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= The little boy caught a prodigious fish-it was ten times his size
and might more easily have caught him had their situations been re-

versed.

MADNEBINT — K ZRERGE—R & T M 10 15
K, 4 B R F g B kegiE , RETRE X DHINE 10,

PRODIGY ['prodidsi] n. anextremely talented child; an extraordinary
accomplishment or occurrence = 4 ; i
= The three-year-old prodigy could play all of Beethoven and most
of Brahms on his harmonica.

BANZHGRA AT EIREN 5356 P A AF 5o A 3550
Hr g KRR S

PROFANE [pro'fein] adj. not having to do with religion; irreverent;
blasphemous # ;% #7 ; 7~ %58
‘I* Profane is the opposite of sacred. Worshiping the almighty dollar
is profane. Profane can also mean disrespectful of religion. Cursing
in class would be profane.
“I* Sticking out your tongue in church would be a profane gesture.
" Profane can also be a verb.

= You profaned the classroom by cursing in it.
REHRZRZHAERETHE,
= Nick profaned his priceless Egyptian statue by using it as a door-
stop.
Jo AR AR T 0 35 B RS AR T I, 338 T RR1%

PROFESS [pro'fes] v. to declare; to declare falsely or pretend 7 /]
= Jason professed to teach himself calculus; he declared that he was
going to do it.
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= No one in our town was fooled by the candidate's professed love
for llama farmers; everyone knew he was just trying to win votes

from the pro-llama faction.

ARANE AP S AR 0 24 I £ Be o RIR M B E B A T &
M4 LR AEATA FEA AAR S Al 22 KT £ M B8Rk &
Bt E
PROFICIENT [pro'fifont] adj. thoroughly competent; skillful; very
good (at something) #t %04, 451864
+ 1 fiddled around at the piano for many years but never became
proficient at playing.

BAFREFMECLEIT SFT A2RARERALGIT A,

= Lucy was merely competent, but Molly was proficient at pluck-

ing canaries.
REHEARRRN AL EMALEFTRRELELENL,

“I* Proficiency is the state of being proficient.
PROFLIGATE ['profligit] adj. extravagantly wasteful and, usually,
wildly immoral 7435 49, FLiE
= The young heir was profligate with his fortune, spending millions

on champagne and racehorses.

AR W - R B S HEEM =, AL RIEE
TR SR

PROFOUND [pra'faund] adj. deep (inseveral senses) rofound under-
standing is deep understanding. &7 49 ; I g
" To say something profound is to say something deeply intelligent

or discerning.
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7" Profound respect is deep respect. Profound horror is deep horror.
PROFUSE [pra'fjuzs] adj. flowing; extravagant ¢, F &9
= When we gave Marian our house, our car, and all our clothes,her
gratitude was profuse.
L FAVKEHATV BT BATE A T AR FEAT T 64 FIRAR
2530 0 B, JeAR A BOH
== My teacher said I had done a good job, but his praise was far from

profuse. I got the feeling he hadn't really liked my epic poem about
two dinosaurs who fall in love just before they become extinct.

R IF ARG R, 2R R EZE RS, R
FRFEAEERERERXRTHRBRERLZAENE
AR EF,

== The grieving widow's tears were profuse. She had tears in pro-

fusion.
ALAERO Eae A KR EF g, WA KBHIAKR,

PROLIFERATE [prau'liforeit] v. to spread or grow rapidly 771 ; 4
= Honey bees proliferated when we filled our yard with flowering

plants.

LRAVERE T EAPH T LAY, REHERRR FREK,
== Coughs and colds proliferate when groups of children are cooped
up together during the winter.

AR E, BB ZTNHR A —RN, 2o A B E 5 #OT

*o

PROLIFIC [pro'lifik] adj. abundantly productive; fruitful or fertile
TEMNG; 70

“I" A prolific writer is a writer who writes a lot of books. A prolific
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artist is an artist who paints a lot of pictures.
= The old man had been extraordinarily prolific; he had thirty chil-
dren and more than one hundred grandchildren.

AL AT MR A 30 ANF 4, 100 £ ANFFFe e,

oQ-U-1-C-K-0-U-1-272 67
Match each word in the first column with its definition in the
second column. Check your answers in the back of the book.

1. prodigious a. declare

2. prodigy b. irreverent

3. profane c. abundantly productive
4. profess d. flowing

5. proficient e. extremely talented child
6. profligate f. extraordinary 1
7. profound g. spread rapidly

8. profuse h. deep

9. proletariat i. thoroughly competent
10. proliferate j. extravagantly wasteful
11. prolific k. industrial working class

PROMULGATE ['promalgeit] v. to proclaim; to publicly or formally
declare something 47 /7 (75425 ), 35 (154, #3L5)
= The principal promulgated a new dress code over the loudspeaker
system: red, green, yellow, and blue were the only permissible arti-
ficial hair colors.

BKBEFE BN TGRS, REAE %6 &
@ ek &SR AR AR E R E
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PROPENSITY [pro'pensiti] n. anatural inclination or tendency; a pre-
dilection ¢ +4f, #4f
= Jessie has a propensity for saying stupid things: every time she
opens her mouth, something stupid comes out.

A0 R 4F L& 5 0 BT SRR — KRR, &E L E Bk
= Bill's propensity to sit around all day doing nothing came into
conflict with his mother's propensity to kick him out of the house.
o AR5 B R R F F BT 5 A 51T 0ok
AR R
PROPITIOUS [pro'pifes] adj. marked by favorable signs or conditions
A AR
= Rush hour is not a propitious time to drive into the city.
Bk ut 1) R A T A 3R

= The early negotiations between the union and the company had
been so propitious that no one was surprised when a new contract
was announced well before the strike deadline.

IAFaNE Z A MR P e S AHE, AETEEIRE
HFRZ AT — R #7 & Bl A B, BR — A RE &5k,
PROPONENT [pra'paunent] n. anadvocate; a supporter of a position

B, R
‘7" Proponent and opponent are antonyms.

= The proponents of a tax increase will probably not be re-elected
next fall.

1B GNP F KRR R TR ARG &,

PROPRIETARY [pro'praistori]adj. characteristic of an owner of property;
constituting property = A 49; i (A) #
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" To take a proprietary interest in something is to act as though you
own it.

= George felt very proprietary about the chocolate-cookie recipe;he
had invented it himself.

i B B TIA AR5 S A BB O AR A B TR,

== The company's design for musical toilet paper is proprietary;the

company owns it, and outsiders can't look at it for nothing.
ARF NS AR T INE SR B F R T AR ARELN
PR C AT LT A
PROPRIETY [pro'paiati] n. properness; good manners 751-/3/4%, FL
w
== The old lady viewed the little girl's failure to curtsy as a flagrant
breach of propriety. She did not approve of or countenance such im-

proprieties.

AR % A A A 72 R 36 R ALAL A 4S89 | A LR
BAT A o R R R A RALS AL

= Propriety prevented the young man from trashing the town in cel-

ebration of his unexpected acceptance by the college of his choice.

RAF O IAE RN F R AN R R ERALA TS K FE
Ih M Fe B GG JR AL 5 P 3Ty AR E

‘" Propriety derives from proper, not property.

PROSAIC [prou'zeiik] adj. dull; unimaginative; like prose (as
opposed to poetry) 1% 69, Zokdl
== His description of the battle was so prosaic that it was hard for his
listeners to believe that any of the soldiers had even been wounded,

much less blown to smithereens.
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Pzt Bk S0 4 hdm b Z oK VA B T T AR AR ABAS A AT B
G, EARMATRANR T .

= The little boy's ambitions were all prosaic: he said he wanted to

be an accountant, an auditor, or a claims adjuster.

AN B BAEAEZ R AR RA — L2 — %
WE R B — SRR

PROSCRIBE [prous'kraib] v. to outlaw; to prohibit #f /F, =ik
= The young doctor proscribed smoking in the waiting room of his
office.

L0 K R 2L AT 02K F BIA

PROSELYTIZE ['prosilitaiz] v. to convert (someone) from one religion
or doctrine to another; to recruit converts to a religion or doctrine
AL (50, FHF)
= The former Methodist had been proselytized by a Lutheran dea-

con.
HAERMFLAAN LA REL T,

PROTAGONIST [prou'tagonist] n. the leading character in a novel,
play, or other work; a leader or champion % 7 ; 41§ #
= Martin Luther King, Jr., was a protagonist in the long and conti-

nuing struggle for racial equality.
LT - Bt - RERMRBAAFBEAELFGOTET L
EENC

= The protagonist of the movie was an eleven-year-old boy who

saved his hometown from destruction by eating all the doughnuts

that the mad scientist had been using to fuel his nuclear reactor.
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PROTRACT [pro'trakt] v. to prolong %t 4, Jtit
= The trial was so protracted that one of the jurors died of old age
and another gave birth.
WAt A ETRFAN— LR AEZR, 7 —A%
T¥#%T,
PROVIDENT ['provident] adj. preparing for the future; providing for
the future; frugal 7 & JLaG, €549
= We were provident with our limited food supplies, knowing that

the winter ahead would be long and cold.
BMBRFT LRGSR, Fod B AR R kmEL,

= The provident father had long ago set aside money for the college
education of each of his children.

A ERGXFFAANAETF T4, AEBEAZTELK
FHEZ,
“I* To be improvident is to fail to provide for the future.

= It was improvident of the grasshopper not to store any food for
the winter, unlike his acquaintance the provident ant.

SR R AR A SRR R I AR S
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. promulgate
. propensity
. propitious

. proponent
. proprietary
. propriety

. prosaic

. proscribe

O 0 J O L» B W N —

. proselytize
10. protagonist
11. protract

12. provident

I -
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the
second column. Check your answers in the back of the book.

a. natural inclination

b. good i P

good manners ‘tf
c. advocate roih )
d. prohibit 5_‘
e. prolong

A

f. leading character

g. constituting property

h. frugal

i. dull

j- marked by favorable signs
k. convert

l. proclaim

PROVINCIAL [pro'vinfal] adj. limited in outlook to one's own small
corner of the world; narrow /i #49 , 1k a4

= The farmers were very provincial; they had no opinions about

anything but the price of corn and no interest in anything except gro-

wing more of it.

REAVIEF AR /AR T Bt Ak 2 o1, sHEAT E AL A
Ak AR T RAEYDKR F S Z 58, SAEAT FHR R A S5 4R

=~ New Yorkers have reputations for being very sophisticated and

cosmopolitan, but most of them are actually very provincial;they act

as though nothing of interest had ever happened on the other side of

the Hudson River.
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PROVISIONAL [pra'vizonl] adj. conditional; temporary; tentative
& aFag, % atay

== Louis had been accepted as a provisional member of the club.

B 5 R AR A AR IR AR e B 3T, BB AR R A LA
T AL B R EAE R T AR A A AR AR

“I* He wouldn't become a permanent member until the other memb-
ers had had a chance to see what he was really like.

PROXIMITY [prok'simiti] n. nearness (= Ja] . BF[a] . )i J5 ) 5zt ;
L
== | can't stand being in the proximity of a nuclear explosion. The

radiation leaves my hair a mess.
AR AEDEIHAGRIE , AT EE R KR T — A,
=~ In a big city, one is almost always in the proximity of a restaurant.
FE R, AATE AR E TR — FIRE
PRUDENT ['pru:dent] adj. careful; having foresight #7 0/ &9 ; it
i e ug
== Joe is a prudent money manager. He doesn't invest heavily in rac-
ehorses, and he puts only a small part of his savings in the office
football pool. Joe is the epitome of prudence.
FAMET LB AT R ERRERD £ R
RAE— NS REHE DA ERRAL T, SRR
oy e,

“I* The opposite of prudent is imprudent.
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= It was imprudent of us to pour gasoline all over the floor of our

living room and then light a fire in the fireplace.

FMERETHBR BB T AN, REHF R ST
AR RPI

PURPORTED [pa (:) 'po:tid] adj. rumored; claimed 7= 7 %%
= The heiress is purported to have been kidnapped by adventurers
and buried in a concrete vault beneath the busiest intersection in
Times Square. No one believes this story except the psychic who

was consulted by the police.

AR Fe 4R AR A LA B T & 0 RGP B AR R 4
HrFRoOTHRELBEY, RTREGZHERGTE
8 TP 2SN B ARG XA Lk
PUTATIVE ['pju:tetiv] adj. commonly accepted; supposed; reputed
E( 3 I O NG
=" The putative reason for placing the monument downtown is that

nobody had wanted it uptown.

Brob e BT PO ERATHERLZEAARLE
EAETRR,
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Q-U-I-C-K-Q -U-1-2Z 69

Match each word in the first column with its definition in the

second column. Check your answers in the back of the book.

1. provincial a. commonly accepted
2. provisional b. nearness

3. proximity c. narrow in outlook
4. prudent d. rumored

5. purported e. careful

6. putative f. conditional

QUALIFY ['kwolifail v. to modify or restrict [ 4], [
™ You already know the primary meaning of qualify. Here's another
meaning.
v~ The library trustees rated their fund-raiser a qualified success;
many more people than expected had come, but virtually no money

had been raised.

A BIEZ AR A RAIG ZE T EATHRIF T ARG R,
RMAZ B BTAM 2R LR EE A EER KA,

‘I An unqualified success is a complete, unrestricted success.
QUALITATIVE ['kwolitstiv]adj. having to do with the quality or qualities
of something (as opposed to the quantity) 5 2 Ji 4 % 495 & a)
“I* If a school achieves a qualitative improvement in attendance, it
means the school is being attended by better students. If the school
achieves a quantitative improvement, it means the school is being at-
tended by more students.
= The difference between the two restaurants was quantitative rat-
her than qualitative. Both served the same dreadful food,but the sec-

323



324 THE WORDS

ond restaurant served more of it.

7 RARJE Z A E A AT R A, CATAR B AR rp g R, 2
R R e E ek

QUERULOUS ['kwerulos] adj. complaining; grumbling; whining 42,
RaHy ;s B
T Although a query is a question, querulous does not mean questio-
ning.
= The querulous voices of the students, who believed that their quiz
had been graded too harshly, could be heard all the way at the other
end of the school building.

ARBA A M B o FH 20 FAEME BB ELEFR
KT — B ER T AT E]

QUIXOTIC [kwi'sotik] dj romantic or idealistic to a foolish or impractical
degree ¥ a4 ; =449
“I" The word quixotic is derived from the name of Don Quixote, the
protagonist of Miguel de Cervantes's classic seventeenth-century
novel. Don Quixote had read so many romances about the golden
age of chivalry that he set out to become a knight himself and have
chivalrous adventures. Instead, his romantic idealism almost invari-
ably got him into trouble. To be quixotic is to be as foolish or imprac-
tical as Don Quixote in pursuing an ideal.
= The political organization had once been a powerful force in
Washington, but its membership had dwindled and its causes had be-

come increasingly quixotic.

AN BB EEBRIMEZERE—RBRAG N, 22N
PR A RAL Y W LB ARR T AR R A TR,
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Match each word in the first column with its definition in the

second column. Check your answers in the back of the book.

1. qualify a. having to do with quantity
2. qualitative b. foolishly romantic o

. o . . i i A,
3. quantitative c. complaining - %
4. querulous d. modify or restrict : ..-.-L:
5. quixotic e. having to do with quality

RAMIFICATION [ramifi'keifon] naconsequence; abranchingout %~
&, &5
‘™ A tree could be said to ramify, or branch out, as it grows. A ram-
ification is a consequence that grows out of something in the same
way that a tree branch grows out of a tree trunk.
=" The professor found a solution to the problem, but there are many
ramifications; some experts are afraid that he has created more prob-

lems than he has solved.

AL HAL R LT fE e P0G Ik A2 R AT S 5 R
3 R4S R ) 6 P AL R AL R R 6 AL S
RANCOR [ramks] n. bitter, long-lasting ill will or resentment %1/,
ARG

= The mutual rancor felt by the two nations eventually led to war.
7 [E) ZJ8) AR 0 AR A% R A G B

“I* To feel rancor is to be rancorous.
= The rancorous public exchanges between the two competing box-
ers are strictly for show; outside the ring, they are the best of friends.
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TR @ AT P 4 S A Ak T BT, AR, R A
MNETF A E 90, AR R AT A

RAPACIOUS [ro'peifos] adj. greedy; plundering; avaricious 7 %=
8 RA
== Wall Street investment bankers are often accused of being rapa-
cious, but they claim they are performing a valuable economic func-
tion.

He R A0 BRARAT FAVE FAALE T AR, AR AT
A 2542 T A ML
REBUKE [ri'bju:k] v. to criticize sharply 4577, JF %
== We trembled as Mr. Solomon rebuked us for flipping over his car
and taking off the tires.

LT IR AR T RMNEG £ TaT R, FEALATHREG
B, ZATAAF R 4
REBUT [ri'bat] v. to contradict; to argue in opposition to; to prove
to be false #f43%, 5%
=" They all thought I was crazy, but none of them could rebut my ar-

gument.
AR A BIR T A2 R A — MR R KAWL,
RECALCITRANT [ri'kadsitrant] adj. stubbornly defiant of authority or
control; disobedient I A GG, XEVLE R A
=" The recalcitrant cancer continued to spread through the patient's

body despite every therapy and treatment the doctors tried.

R B AT HAIT ik, 122 %045 5] 69 5 20 Je R 7 12
JRABIR T,

RECANT [ri'kant] v. to publicly take back and deny (something pre-
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viously said or believed); to openly confess error ‘= 7 5% 7
== The secret police tortured the intellectual for a week, by tickling

his feet with a feather duster, until he finally recanted.

BEE B EIRAN IR FELE—RAT, NARLERET
P& FE A 0 s A2 448 4 A ok

RECIPROCAL [ri'siprokal] adj. mutual; shared; interchangeable 41
W
= The Rochester Club had a reciprocal arrangement with the Duluth
Club. Members of either club had full privileges of membership at
the other.

R A RARE T — RARR TR 2HR

== Our new neighbors had had us over for dinner several times,but
we were unable to reciprocate immediately because our dining room

was being remodeled.
BAVG AR & 23 TLRF EM IR TLIRT , 122 KA1
RS B e, B A HAGEIT E L EHEL,
RECLUSIVE [ri'’klu:siv] adj. hermitlike; withdrawn from society [
+uy, REW
= The crazy millionaire led a reclusive existence, shutting himself
up in his labyrinthine mansion and never setting foot in the outside
world.
I RIENE A G AL ERENEE, AT X ERT
DI i IS N S SO )

= Our new neighbors were so reclusive that we didn't even meet

them until a full year after they had moved in.
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