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CHAPTER ONE: BEFORE THE L ESSONS

PRACTICAL CONVERSATIONS J

1 Basic Greetings

Teacher: How are you today, class?
Students: We are fine.

Teacher: Hello, boys and girls. Nice to see you. How are you?
Students: Good morning, Miss Zhang. We are just fine.

2. After A Vacation

Teacher: Nice to see you again, Tom. How was your summer
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vacation ['smo veikeifonlph 5

Tom: Hi, Miss Zhang. It was great. How about your vacation?
Teacher Well, it was a good time. | went to many places with my
good friends, and we had a wonderful journey to the west of China.
Tom: Really? | went to the Silk Road tobhat was just amazing,
right?

Teacher It sure is!We can talk about it after class.

Tom
Tom :

Tom:

New Teacher’s Greetings

Teacher Good morning, class. I'm Steven, your new English
teacher.

Students Good morning, Sir.

Teacher Before the lessons, let me introduce myself first. | come
from Beijing and lgraduated&=dwl vi. — from Beijing Teacher’s
University four years ago. I've been learning English for 12 years.
| like English because it is beautiful and useful. Do you know why
it's beautiful and useful?

Student 1 It's useful because many people in the world use
English as their mother language.

Student 2 Many romantic [romentikl a movies
and beautiful songs were made and sung in English, so it's beautiful.
Student 3 And it is theofficial language!*"/?! =newids] ph

of the UN.
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Teacher: Very good. So | hope you can study English well and use
English in your daily life.

Steven

12

To Late Students

T: Good afternoon, clasBoday we are going to talk about the ...
Li Hua: Excuse me. May | come in?

T: LiHua, you are late.

Li Hua: Sorry, Sir. loverslept [2uvslept] vi. this morning.

T: Don't be late next timale have already begun our lessons.
Li Hua: Thank you, Sir.
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Encour age Students To Express

Their Ideas

Teacher: Good morning, class.

Students: Good morning, Madam.

Teacher: Glad to see you all after the long vacation. Have you
enjoyed your Spring Festival?

Students: Yeah.

Teacher: All right. Can you tell us something about your vacation,
HuangYue?

Huang: I'd like to say something about my trip to Shanghai...
Teacher: That's wonderful. Maybe one day | would go there to
enjoy myself. Have you been to any other cities during the vacation?
Rocky: Let me try.

Teacher: Good. Rockyplease.

Rocky: | have been to ...

Teacher: Thank you very muchYour story’s really interesting.
Well, since time igressing trresinl a : , if you want to
share your trip with us, you can write it down later. For those who
haven'tmade a speech , try next time.
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Encourage Students To Keep On Studying

Lily: I give up. | simply can't learn English.

Teacher: Why do you say that? | think you are making a lot of
progress.

Lily: No, I'm not. | try and try and | still can’t speak it well. Some-
times | even can’t understand others.

Teacher: Learning any language takes a lot dbef Don’t give
up.

Lily: Then what should | do now?

Teacher: Your vocabulary [vokebiubri] n. is OK. But when
wester ner s ['westona] n. ? speak, you can't catch the

meaning immediately. The reason, | think, is ek of

practice. Once a word is uttered, you should have very quick brain
recall trike:1 n. . So you have amemory block . The

only way to progresis to listen to the correct pronunciation of the
words many times.
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Lily: | see.

Teacher: You should also practice often, speak the words often in
their correct pronunciatioffry to put the words in sentence order
In this way, day by day, you'll find that those words become very
familiar, like your friends. They are just at the tip of your tongue.
You know we are not English native speak®vs.have tdake
painsg [teikpeinz] ph to make progress in English study.

Lily: Thank you, teacher. | will.

Teacher: By the way are you from Spain?

Lily: Why, yes. How did you know?

Teacher: | can judge by youaccent ['=ksntl n.

Lily: Ah, my grandparents came from Cuba to live in Spain. | was
brought up in a Spanish-speaking community and only spoke Span-
ish until I was twenty-one.
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Teacher: Then your Spanish should be perfect.

Lily: Of course, much better than my English. It's my native

language.

Teacher: | think one day your English will be as perfect as your
Spanish. Don't say “give up” any more. Remember, practice

makes perfect.

SAMPLE SENTENCES

1. Greetings

\
Formal Greetings

< How do you do?

< How are you?

< Nice to meet you.

< Glad to see you.

< | am pleased to see you.

< We are delighted to meet you all.

< Goodbye!

> See you next time.
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Casual Greetings

< How are you doing?

<& Hello, everybody.

< Hi, boys and girls.

OHey, guys.You look so
exciting. Winning another
football game?

<How are you guys doing?

< Hey guys, nice to see yo
again.

After A Holiday

U

< How are you getting on?

< Good morning, children/ kids.

& You two must have had a nice
day, right?

< What's happening?

< How's it going?

& Hey, pal.

< Hey mate. Nice day today.

< Welcome back from the & Welcome back. How was your

holiday.

holiday?
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