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Reading Comprehension 

 
����

 Passage 28-1  
Traffic statistics paint a gloomy picture. To help solve their traffic woes, some rapidly growing U. 

S. cities have simply built more roads. But traffic experts say building more roads is a quick-fix 

solution that will not alleviated the traffic problem in the long run. Soaring land costs, increasing 

concern over social and environmental disruptions caused by road-building, and the likelihood that 

more roads can only lead to more cars and traffic are powerful factors bearing down on a 1950s-style 

construction program. 

The goal of smart-highway technology is to make traffic systems work at optimum efficiency by 

treating the road and the vehicles traveling on them as an integral transportation system. Proponents 

of the advanced technology say electronic detection systems, closed-circuit television, radio 

communication, ramp metering, variable message signing, and other smart-highway technology can 

now be used at a reasonable cost to improve communication between drivers and the people who 

monitor traffic. 

Pathfinder, a Santa Monica, California-based smart-highway project in which a 14-mile stretch 

of the Santa Monica Freeway, making up what is called a “smart corridor”, is being instrumented with 

buried loops in the pavement. Closed-circuit television cameras survey the flow of traffic, while 

communication linked to property equipped automobiles advise motorists of the least congested 

routes or detours. 

Not all traffic experts, however, look to smart-highway technology as the ultimate solution to 

traffic gridlock. Some say the high-tech approach is limited and can only offer temporary solutions to 

a serious problem. 

“Electronics on the highway addresses just one aspect of the problem: how to regulate traffic 

more efficiently,” explains Michael Renner, senior researcher at the world-watch Institute. “It doesn’t 

deal with the central problem of too many cars for roads that can’t be built fast enough. It sends 

people the wrong message. They start thinking “Yes, there used to be a traffic congestion problem, but 

that’s been solved now because we have, advanced high-tech system in place.” Larson agrees and 

adds, “Smart-highways is just one of the tools that we use to deal with our traffic problems. It’s not 

the solution itself, just part of the package. There are different strategies.” 

Other traffic problem-solving options being studied and experimented with include car pooling, 

rapid mass-transit systems, staggered or flexible work hours, and road pricing, a system whereby 

motorists pay a certain amount for the time they use a highway. 

It seems that we need a new, major thrust to deal with the traffic problems of the next 20 years. 

There has to be a big change.                                               (412 words) 

1. What is the appropriate title for the passage? 



���
	������� 1�� 7�� ������������� !��" 

 410 

A. Smart Highway Projects ��The Ultimate Solution to Traffic Congestion. 

B. A Quick Fix Solution for the Traffic Problems. 

C. A Venture to Remedy Traffic Woes. 

D. Highways Get Smart��Part of the Package to Relieve Traffic Gridlock. 

2. The compound word “quick-fix” in Paragraph 1, sentence 3 is closest in meaning to     . 

A. an optional solution            B. an expedient solution 

C. a ready solution               D. an efficient solution 

3. According to the passage, the smart-highway technology is aimed to      . 

A. develop sophisticated facilities on the interstate highways 

B. provide passenger vehicle with a variety of services 

C. optimize the highway capabilities 

D. improve communication between driver and the traffic monitors 

4. According to Larson, to redress the traffic problem,     . 

A. car pooling must be studied 

B. rapid mass transit system must be introduced 

C. flexible work hours must be experimented 

D. overall strategies must be coordinated 

5. Which of the following best describes the organization of the whole passage? 

A. Two contrasting views of a problem are presented. 

B. A problem is examined and complementary solutions are proposed or offered. 

C. Latest developments are outlined in order of importance. 

D. An innovation is explained with its importance emphasized. 

Passage 28-2 
Olga had always enjoyed the character-centered books written by Adele Kwan and wanted to 

read another one if it seemed interesting and was written in the same style. Olga wasn’t sure, however, 

whether she should spend part of her savings on Kwan’s latest book, The Newcomer. She hoped the 

following book reviews in her high school newspaper would help her make a decision. 

Novel Without a Plot 

By Carlo Dante 

I just finished reading Adele Kwan’s latest novel, The Newcomer, and was disappointed. In my 

opinion the book does not have enough plot to be considered a novel. 

The newcomer in this book is Violet Wang. She’s fifteen when her family moves from San 

Franciso’s Chinatown to a small town in Washington State. In this town everyone knows each other, 

and none of the other residents are Chinese. Violet’s challenge is to fit in. Sensitive and intelligent, she 

amuses shoes who know her well but is shy and reserved with strangers. 

These circumstances could have provided the basis for an interesting story. I particularly enjoyed 

learning about Chinese American culture and Violet’s strong family ties. However, this book has no 

real plot. There is no action to follow. Instead the author emphasizes what is happening in Violet’s 

head as she finds her way in her new home. We are introduced to new characters and situations only 

as they are viewed by the introspective Violet. When she arrives at her new school, for example, the 

reader is forced to endure page after page describing Violet’s classrooms, classmates, and teachers, 
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with no excitement to keep us involved in the story. 

If this had been a historical novel, at least the text could have elucidated what life was like during 

a past era. If it had been a mystery, I would have had a reason to move from one page to the next. 

Furthermore, Violet would have had a more intriguing way to demonstrate her intelligence and 

sensitivity. 

As it is, I found The Newcomer uninteresting. The lack of plot and the reliance on a single 

character to support the entire book make for a dull, slow-moving reading experience. Although Ms. 

Kwan writes well, she has failed to keep a story worth reading. 

A Book to Cherish 

By Rachel Blythe 

In last week’s edition I read “Novel Without a Plot”, an unflattering review of Adele Kwan’s 

latest novel, I too, have read The Newcomer, and I strongly disagree with. 

Carlo Dante’s evaluation of this fine novel. Dante claims The Newcomer lacks a plot. He fails to 

recognize that some novels are plot-driven and others are character-centered. Clearly Dante prefers to 

read the former and feels justified in imposing his preference on all of us. There are many readers who 

do not require a story to propel us feverishly from one action-packed moment to the next. We are 

content to get to know an interesting character who encounters challenges and tries various ways to 

overcome them. 

Violet Wang is a wonderful example of this type of character, and we are fortunate that the novel 

is told from her point of view. We first experience her world in San Francisco, where she is 

surrounded by Chinese American traditions and the support of an extended family. We feel her 

confusion and traumatic sense of loss as she must leave all that is familiar to her. 

When Violet arrives in the area that will be her new home, we see its beauty and mystery through 

her eyes. As she tries to adjust to life in a place where she feels like an outsider, many of us may 

remember similar times in our own lives. We ache when she hurts and feel triumph in our hearts when 

she experiences progress. 

I won’t tell you why Violet has had to make such a drastic life change or how she comes to terms 

with it. Unlike Dante, I think that most readers would greatly enjoy this book. In these times of 

action-adventure movies and computer games, many have lost the patience to be readers, thinkers, and 

emotional beings. I think that someone who fails to see the value in this book is missing out on a lot.  

�696words� 

1. When Olga read Rachel Blythe’s review, she probably felt       . 

A. encouraged   B. indifferent   C. confused  D. depressed 

2. Which of these is the best summary of the passage? 

A. Voicing his disappointment in Adele Kwan’s latest novel, Carlo Dante writes a book review 

criticizing the book as uninteresting lacking in plot. 

B. To help her decide whether to purchase Adele Kwan’s new book, The Newcomer, Olga reads 

opposing book reviews in her high school newspaper. 

C. As a supporter of character-centrered novels, Rachel Blythe writes a book review defending 

Adele Kwan’s The Newcomer because she feels many people will enjoy the book. 

D. Olga enjoys the character-centered books of Adele Kwan and would like to read another one if it 
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is interesting and is written in the same style. 

3. Based on information in the reviews, with which statement would both Carlo Dante and Rachel 

Blythe probably agree? 

A. The Newcomer is an action-adventure story. 

B. Violet is outgoing, even around strangers. 

C. The Newcomer is a powerful and captivating book. 

D. Violet has a strong bond with family members. 

4. Which conclusion is best supported by information in the passage? 

A. Rachel Blythe and Olga have similar reading tastes. 

B. Adele Kwan is a best-selling author. 

C. Rachel Blythe does not read novels that are plot-driven. 

D. Violet has become more outspoken since her move. 

5. Based on information in the passage, the reader can conclude Violet’s primary source of conflict 

stems from her     . 

A. not being fluent in Chinese     B. difficulties with her schoolwork 

C. parents being extremely strict    D. family’s move to Washington State 

Passage 28-3 
We have all heard of counterfeiting before. Usually it refers to people making money—printing it 

instead of earning it. But counterfeiting also can involve all sorts of consumer goods and 

manufactured products. From well-known brand names such as Calvin Klein jeans to auto parts, 

counterfeiters have found ways to produce goods that look authentic. In some instances, counterfeit 

products look better than the original! 

The demand of brand-name products has helped counterfeiting grow into a very profitable 

business throughout the world and into a serious problem for legitimate manufacturers and consumers 

alike. Faulty counterfeit parts have caused more than two dozen plane crashes. Most counterfeit auto 

parts do not meet federal safety standards. 

Counterfeiting hurts manufacturers in many ways. Analysts estimate that, in the United States 

alone, annual revenue lost runs from $ 6 billion to $ 8 billion. Perhaps even worse, consumers blame 

the innocent manufacturer when they unknowingly buy a counterfeit product and find it doesn’t 

perform as expected. Sometimes entire economies can suffer. For instance, when farmers in Kenya 

and Zaire used counterfeit fertilizers, both countries lost most of their crops. 

In 1984 the U. S. government enacted the Trademark Counterfeiting Act and made counterfeiting 

of products a criminal offense punishable by fines and tiff jail terms. Unfortunately counterfeiting 

does not receive to priority from law enforcement officers and prosecutors. Legitimate firms therefore 

have the burden of finding their own raids and to fight the problem. IBM, with a court order, 

conducted its own raids and found keyboards, displays, and boxes with its logo. The fake parts were 

used to create counterfeits of IBM’s personal computer “XT”. 

Some companies have developed secret product codes to identify the genuine article. They must 

change the codes periodically because counterfeiters learn the codes and duplicate them. Perhaps the 

most effective way for manufacturers to fight counterfeiting is to monitor the distribution network and 

make sure counterfeit products are not getting into the network. Some companies even hire 

investigators to track counterfeit products. 

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com
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By copying other firms’ products, counterfeiters avoid research and development costs and most 

marketing costs. High-tech products such as computers and their software products are especially 

vulnerable. As long as counterfeiting is profitable, an abundance of products are available to copy, and 

the laws are difficult to enforce, counterfeiters can be expected to prosper for a long time.  

(391 words) 

1. The passage mainly focuses on the harms of counterfeiting to        . 

A. consumers  B. manufacturers  C. salesmen  D. governments 

2. According to the passage, the ultimate culprit for the abounding of counterfeit products is        . 

A. the consumer       B. the counterfeiter 

C. the government      D. the shop 

3. The most important reason why counterfeiting is excessively profitable is that counterfeiters        . 

A. do not have to pay high taxes as the producers of authentic products 

B. can omit high costs in developing and promoting the products 

C. often use inferior materials to save manufacturing costs 

D. succeed in making their products looking even better than the original 

4. It is almost impossible to eliminate counterfeiting for all the following reasons EXCEPT       . 

A. consumers demand brand-name products 

B. a variety of products are easy to copy 

C. legitimate firms can also benefit from counterfeiting sometimes 

D. laws against counterfeiting are difficult to enforce 

5. It can be inferred from the passage that hand-made products are        . 

A. easier to forge than high-tech products 

B. more difficult to forge than high-tech products 

C. less profitable to forge than high-tech products 

D. more profitable to forge than high-tech products 

��6. Legitimate firms conduct their own raids against counterfeiting because they        . 

    A. are willing to do so in order to protect their own benefits 

    B. cannot tolerate the high profits earned by the counterfeiters 

    C. cannot rely on the law enforcement officers to protect their products 

    D. do so to show their willingness to cooperate with the government 

��7. All the following are mentioned as effective ways for the manufacturers to fight counterfeiting 

EXCEPT        . 

    A. periodical change of the secret product codes 

    B. efforts made to find out fake products in the market 

    C. more severe punishment of the counterfeiters 

    D. monitoring of the distribution network of the legitimate products 

Passage 28-4 
With some difficulty, Palladis detached Balintore from an apparently enthralling discussion and 

guided him through a turbulent throng to the Landrover on the other side of the street. They got in, 

and Palladis pressed the starter. But the noise of the engine had the effect of a bugle calling obedient 

soldiers to the parade-ground. As soon as it was heard, the crowd surrounded the car with confused 

cries, disorderly singing, and a few urgent demands for a speech. 
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Moving very slowly, Palladis reached the end of the village without accident; and by then the 

crowd had diminished. But when he began to drive a little faster, a reckless boy tried to run in front of 

him; and tripped and fell. To avoid him, Palladis swerved abruptly to the right and crossed the road at 

an angle of sixty degrees. With a violent tug on the wheel, he straightened his course, but skidded on a 

grass verge and slid in to a deep ditch. 

In a moment, the crowd was at full strength again, and now many voices rose in commiseration 

and as many shouted contrary advice. Willing hands tried to heave and haul the Landrover on to the 

road, and others, equally willing, labored to push it deeper into the ditch. With some difficulty, 

Balintore and Palladis got out of the steeply tilted car. There were loud exclamations of sympathy and 

horror when it was seen that both were bleeding freely from cuts on forehead or cheekbone. But 

Palladis quickly took charge, and organized a working party that succeeded with some difficulty and 

pulling the Landrover on to level ground. 

The off-side front wheel, however, was no longer parallel with its neighbor. The car could not be 

driven, but would have to be pushed or towed. And for this additional labor, the villagers were more 

than willing; they were eager to help and prove their continuing goodwill. 

Palladis and Balintore got in again, and as many as could lay a hand on the disabled car shoved 

and pulled it on an irregular course to the house. Those who were not pushing or pulling encouraged 

the others with loud cries and an occasional broken chorus. The noise they made brought Honoria out 

to see what was happening.             (386 words) 

1. It was difficult to get Balintore away from the discussion with the crowd because        . 

A. the crowd was composed of soldiers 

B. Balintore was enjoying himself and the crowd was so excited 

C. the crowd angrily refused to let Balintore go 

D. Balintore stubbornly insisted on staying 

2. To which of the following does “it”(Line 4) refer? 

A. The starter.        

B. The noise of the engine. 

C. A bugle calling obedient soldiers to the parade-ground. 

D. The car. 

3. The Landrover went into a ditch because        . 

A. Palladis tried to drive at an angle  

B. it had hit the boy 

C. Pallais decided to drive into the ditch rather than hit the boy 

D. Palladis had to turn suddenly in order to avoid the boy 

4. The word “commiseration” (Line 11) probably means        . 

A. sympathy        B. gratification  C. anger   D. agreement 

5. What is TRUE about the information in Paragraph 3? 

A. The crowd tried to help.      

B. The car was seriously damaged. 

C. Palladis had an argument with Balintore. 

D. The crowed wouldn’t let Palladis and Balintore get out of the car. 

 



������� 220�	
�������������	�
���
��������� 

 415

 Passage 28-5  

Directions: In the following article,some sentences have been removed. For Questions 1�5,choose 
the most suitable one from the list A�G to fit into each of the numbered blank. There are two extra 
choices,which do not fit in any of the gaps. Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET 1. (10 points) 

Perhaps now the astronomers and other “pure” scientists will stop whining about how manned 
space flight is stealing all the money from real science.�1�            . And Hubble, the $1.6 
billion orbiting telescope, is the kind of robot observer that scientists like to claim is the real way to 
explore space, far better than the clumsy Spam-in-a-can bipeds we periodically and extravagantly hurl 
into orbit. Well, now that man has done this for the robots, it is time for the robots and their human 
advocates to shut up, for at least a week or two, about the waste and expense of manned space 
exploration. 

The Endeavour shuttle astronauts performed the most complicated space repair ever attempted. 
And doing so, they proved at last that man can do real work in space, and do it efficiently. They not 
only saved Hubble. They saved NASA. 

Today no one would give Kennedy’s speech, and, if given, no one would believe it. It is 30 years 
later, and we are weighed down by cynicism about government, worries about our economy, deep 
anxieties about a level of social breakdown we could not have imagined in 1961. (2)            . 

Today those who believe that governments’ role is not bankrolling wonder but fixing bridges are 
in the majority. There is no constituency for romance. 

Perhaps this is the way of all exploration. In rosy retrospect, we tend to see the great 15th and 16th 
century Spanish and Portuguese explorers as seekers of destiny. (3)            . Certainly not 
romance for its own sake. Perhaps we should not be too dismayed to find ourselves 500 years later 
pushing the envelope for the same reasons, mundane but politically viable, of commerce and 
convenience. 

Still, it is hard to understand how this can be. It is hard to understand how people can live in this 
age and not thrill to the idea of manned exploration. What, after all, will the 20th century be 
remembered for? (4)            . The 20th century will be remembered for three things: its 
perfection of genocide, its discovery of nuclear terror, and its invention of flight. We will be 
remembered as the people who went from Kitty Hawk to the moon in 66 years. 

And spent the next 25 on maintenance. Yes, we need the shuttle. We need the space station. We 
need to fix satellites and measure ozone or whatever. But we also need to roam. It is time to return to 
the moon. And then on to Mars. Why? Might as well ask why Sir Richard Burton searched for the 
source of the Nile. 

The Hubble mission was a great success. But sometime soon, some spacewalking astronaut is 
going to crash into some billion-dollar mirror, and the cry will go up again: Why the clunky, bulky 
bipeds? Why not robots? 

Because robots can fix, but they cannot dream. Upon rounding the moon and apprehending the 
Earth, they are not moved to recite Genesis. (5)           . In the end, man is clunky. But he sings. 

(673 words) 

A. Its music, its philosophy, its art pale in comparison with that of centuries past. 

B. It may be politically shrewd, but it is perilous to sell manned exploration on grounds of efficiency 

alone. 

C. And for those still justifiably skeptical about these claims, the Hubble repair provides yet another 
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role for man in space: concierge. 

D. Why? Because last week man � that clunk, bulky, heaving, breathing space lunk � saved 

Hubble. 

E. It is something of a pity that appliance repair is the way to justify man in space these days. 

F. They were not. Generally they were seekers of a quick way to the riches of Asia. They were after 

gold and silk �gathering slaves and manufacturing Christians along the way � not romance. 

G. True, in the ’60s too we had our scolds who told as that money spent on the moon was better spent 

on this or that program here on earth.But in the more expansive time,people ignored those with the 

souls of accountants who knew nothing of national adventure. 

 

It is a common problem in the non-family owned private limited company: a shareholder/director 
wants to retire or leave the business, but one or more of his fellow shareholders/directors want to 
continue. (1) It is easy enough for a director to retire, but the likelihood is that he will want to cash in 
on his shares which have accumulated some value over the period of his participation in the business. 
Frequently, though, his fellow shareholders/directors do not have the financial resources to acquire the 
shares at their market value. A wide variety of options exist, but purchase of own shares by the 
company is one of the most useful. 

Purchase of own shares is exactly what says it is: the company acquires the shares from the 
shareholder. In principle, it is a simple concept but one which is covered by a number of very 
important legislative provisions, both in company and tax law. (2) Although at first sight the 
legislation appears to obstruct what might otherwise be a simple process, it actually exists to facilitate 
the purchase, while protecting the creditors (so far as company law is concerned). In fact, the 
provisions are too numerous to cover in detail in a few words and this article is designed only to 
outline the rules, regulations and options. Professional advice and assistance should always be sought 
to implement any purchase of own shares.  

(3) It was always the case that a company could not acquire its own shares, because in doing so it 
was obtaining ownership of itself, which is contrary to the most fundamental legal principles 
surrounding the nature and existence of companies. The Companies Act 1981 changed all that and the 
provisions it introduced are now incorporated into the Companies Act 1985. 

(4) In essence, provided a company is permitted to do so by its Memorandum and Articles of 
Association, any company can now acquire its own shares (subject to there being at least one left). 
Because purchase of own shares is a relatively recent innovation, many companies’ Memorandum and 
Articles of Association do not contain this provision but appropriate provisions can be included by 
Special Resolution, requiring a 75 % majority. 

(5) Although the purchase must normally be made out of the proceeds of a fresh issue of shares 

and/or distributable profits, important provisions exist for private companies to make the purchase out 

of capital. If distributable profits are insufficient then, provided the company is solvent after the 

redemption and is believed by the directors to be a going concern for a further year (a statutory 

declaration on which the auditors must report and concur), then the purchase can go ahead. 

(453 words) 
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