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Reading Comprehension 

 
����

 Passage 19-1  
No one can be a great thinker who does not realize that as a thinker it is his first duty to follow 

his intellect to whatever conclusions it may lead. Truth gains more even by the errors of one who, 

with due study and preparation, thinks for himself, than by the true opinions of those who only hold 

them because they do not suffer themselves to think. Not that it is solely, or chiefly, to form great 

thinkers that freedom of thinking is required. On the contrary, it is much or even more indispensable 

to enable average human beings to attain the mental stature which they are capable of. There have 

been, and may again be, great individual thinkers in a general atmosphere of mental slavery. But there 

never has been, nor ever will be, in that atmosphere an intellectually active people. Where any people 

has made a temporary approach to such a character, it has been because the dread of heterodox 

speculation was for a time suspended. Where there is a tacit convention that principles are not to be 

disputed; where the discussion of the greatest questions which can occupy humanity is considered to 

be closed, we cannot hope to find that generally high scale of mental activity which has made some 

periods of history so remarkable. Never when controversy avoided the subjects which are large and 

important enough to kindle enthusiasm was the mind of people stirred up from its foundations and the 

impulse given which raised even persons of the most ordinary intellect to something of the dignity of 

thinking beings.  

He who knows only his own side of the case knows little of that. His reasons may be good, and 

no one may have been able to refute them. But if he is equally unable to refute the reasons on the 

opposite side, if he does not so much as know what they are, he has no ground for preferring either 

opinion. The rational position for him would be suspension of judgement, and unless he contents 

himself with that, he is either led by authority, or adopts, like the generality of the world, the side to 

which he feels the most inclination. Nor is it enough that he should hear the arguments of adversaries 

from his own teachers, presented as they state them, and accompanied by what they offer as 

refutations. That is not the way to do justice to the arguments, or bring them into real contact with his 

own mind. He must be able to hear them from persons who actually believe them; who defend them in 

earnest, and do their very utmost for them. He must know them in their most plausible and persuasive 

form: he must feel the whole force of the difficulty which the true view of the subject has to encounter 

and dispose of , else he will never really possess himself of the portion of truth which meets and 

removes that difficulty. Ninety nine in a hundred of what are called educated men are in this condition, 

even of those who can argue fluently for their opinions. Their conclusion may be true, but it might be 

false for anything they know: they have never thrown themselves into the mental position of those 

who think differently from and considered what such persons may have to say, and consequently they 

do not, in any proper sense of the word, know the doctrines which they themselves profess. They do 

not know those parts of it which explain and justify the remainder. The considerations which show 

that a fact which seemingly conflicts with another is reconcilable with it, or that, of two apparently 
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strong reasons, one and not the other ought to be preferred.       (621 words) 

1. According to the author, in a great period such as the Renaissance we may expect to find        . 

A. acceptance of truth      B. enthusiasm 

C. controversy over principles    D. a suspension of judgement 

2. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the author? 

A. Most educated people study both sides of a question. 

B. Heterodox speculation will lead to may errors in thinking. 

C. The vast majority of people who argue fluently are acquainted with only one side of an issue. 

D. It is wise to get both sides of a debatable issue from one’s teachers. 

3. As it is used in Line 4 of the passage, the word “suffer” most nearly means        . 

A. endure            B. undergo 

C. permit             D. support 

4. It can be inferred from the passage that a person who knows only his own side of an issue is 

regarded by the author as        . 

A. uninformed       B. opinionated  

C. ignorant            D. rational 

5. Which of the following statements do you think the author would be most likely to agree with? 

A. A truly great thinker makes no mistakes. 

B. Periods of intellectual achievement are of heterodox speculation. 

C. In a period of mental slavery, no true intellectual thought is possible. 

D. Excessive controversy prevents clear thinking 

Passage 19-2 
A metal with a built-in memory is one of the very useful discoveries made during America’s 

space program. Nitinol was discovered by scientists working at the Naval Surface Weapons Center. 
They were looking for heat-shield metals for missiles and satellites, but what they found was nitinol. 
This alloy can be formed into shapes just like any other metal, but it returns to its original form at a 
certain temperature. 

When this alloy of nickel and titanium is first formed, it is shaped into ingots, brick-shaped 
masses of the metal. Then it is drawn out into a wire of varying thickness, depending on the job it is 
destined to do. It is set into its desired curve or shape and heated briefly. It is then cooled off by 
dipping the wire in cold water. This “sets” its memory. The metal can then be formed into any desired 
shape, but whenever its temperature exceeds its room temperature, it returns to the shape it has 
memorized. 

This makes nitinol perfect, of course, for spacecraft, for antennas, probes, shields, and folding 
“arms” made of nitinol can be stored safely inside a spacecraft, protecting them from damage during 
launching. Then, once safe in orbit, the spacecraft would suddenly “grow” antennas and other 
structures. The sun’s rays would have warmed up the folded and coiled nitinol, and it would have 
returned to its original shape. 

But scientists have found a more down-to-earth use for this wire: they now use it to strengthen 
teeth. Before nitinol, teeth that needed straightening have brackets attached to them; wires were 
attached to these to exert a pull in the right direction. But this pull must be constant, and the stainless 
steel arch wire cannot exert the correct force if it has been bent several times or if the tooth has 
actually moved toward it as planned. As a result, many people with dental braces must have the wire 
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replaced monthly, tightened every few weeks, or adjusted painfully tight at the beginning of the 
treatment. 

But nitinol wires can be formed to exert force in a certain direction, cooled off, and then 
reformed to fit the patient’s mouth. As the mouth warms the nitinol, it begins to try to assume its 
preset shape. This exerts a steadier, more constant pull on the tooth than could ever be achieved with 
stainless steel wire. Nitinol can be bent into such intricate shapes—while maintaining its pull—that 
very difficult treatments, such as moving one tooth from behind another, can be done now without the 
expense or pain of constant adjustment. Nitinol has cut the time needed for these treatments by almost 
half, a real benefit for both patient and dentist.         (447 words) 

1. The main idea of this passage is that        . 

A. nitinol is a highly versatile metal 

B. nitinol helped make the space program a success 

C. nitinol has revolutionized dental care    

D. most alloys have “memories” 

2. Which of the following is NOT a step in forming nitinol for space use ? 

A. The metal is shaped into ingots. 

B. The metal is separated into nickel and titanium. 

C. The metal is drawn into a wire. 

D. The metal is set in its desired curve or shape and heated briefly. 

3. We can conclude from this passage that        . 

A. nitinol has its “memory” function because it is an alloy 

B. the sun’s rays are necessary to trigger the metal’s “memory” 

C. people have only begun to discover the many uses of nitinol 

D. one problem with nitinol is that it often returns to its original shape at inopportune times 

4. The passage suggests that        . 
A. nitinol is an organic metal     

B. nitinol is stronger than any metal 

C. nitinol’s sensitivity to temperature changes makes it impractical for most uses 

D. nitinol is better than stainless steel in jobs that require constant stress on the metal 

5. As used in the last paragraph of this passage, the word “intricate” means        . 

A. abnormal    B. complex    C. regular  D. perfect 

Passage 19-3 
Even just a degree or two of greenhouse warming will have a dramatic impact on water resources 

across western North America. Teams who have modeled the climate in the area are warning of 

greatly reduced snowpacks and more intense flooding as temperatures inch up during the 21st century. 

It’s the first time that global climate modelers have worked so closely with teams running 

detailed regional models of snowfall, rain and stream flows to predict exactly what warming will do to 

the area. The researchers, from the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado, 

and elsewhere, were surprised by the size of the effect generated by only a small rise in temperature. 

Assuming business as usual emissions, greenhouse gases will warm the west coast of North 

America by just one or two degrees Celsius over the next century and average precipitation won’t 

change much. But in the model, warmer winters raised the snowline, drastically reducing the crucial 
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mountain snowpack, the researchers told the American Geophysical Union in San Francisco. We 

realized that huge areas of the snowpack in the Sierra went down to 15 percent of today’s values, says 

Michael Dettinger, a research hydrologist at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, 

California. That caught everyone’s attention.  

The researchers also predict that by the middle of the next century, melting snow will cause 

streams to reach their annual peak flow up to a month earlier. And with warm rains melting snow or 

drenching already saturated ground, the risk of extreme floods will rise dramatically. We have to 

believe in these very warm, very wet storms, says Andrew Wood, a water resources modeler at the 

University of Washington, Seattle. 

Since dams can’t be filled until the risk of flooding is past, the models predict they will trap just 

70 to 85 percent as much run-off as they do now. This is a particular problem for California, where 

agriculture, industry, a burgeoning population and environmental needs already clash over limited 

water supplies. We are taking this extremely seriously, says Jonas Minton, deputy director of the 

California Department of Water Resources. 

And observations certainly back up the models. Minton points out that an increasing percentage 

of California’s precipitation over recent decades is falling as rain rather than snow. And Iris Stewart, a 

climate researcher at the University of California, San Diego, has found that in the last 50 years, 

run-off peaks in the western US and Canada have been happening earlier and earlier. The cause seems 

to be a region-wide trend towards warmer winters and springs. 

Dettinger has little doubt that the models point to a real and immediate problem. It’s upon us, he 

says, and it’s not clear what the fix is.           (450 words) 

1. What is the best title of the passage? 

A. Warmer Winters Could Spell Disaster      B. Greenhouse Effect 

C. Shrinking Snowpacks      D. How to Prevent Flood 

2. According to the model, greenhouse effect may not cause       . 

A. dramatic change of water resources   B. reduced snowpacks 

C. potential flooding dangers     D. lowered snowline 

3. Which of the following statements can NOT be inferred from the passage? 

A. Scientists have long been warning people the great impact of even a slight rise in temperature. 

B. The risk of floods will rise dramatically if streams reach their annual peak flow a month earlier. 

C. Dams can only be filled after the risk of flooding is past. 

D. Now, California is facing a problem of water shortage. 

4. Which is TRUE according to the passage? 

A. The population of California is declining. 

B. The models are lack of realistic support. 

C. The western US tends to have warmer winters but cooler springs. 

D. The models do not offer a solution to the problem they point out. 

5. What does the word “fix” in the last line of the passage mean ? 

A. Repair    B. Arrange          C. Difficulty      D. Solution 
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Passage 19-4 
Many United States companies have, unfortunately, made the search for legal protection from 

import competition into a major line of work. Since 1980 the United States International Trade 

Commission (ITC) has received about 280 complaints alleging damage from imports that benefit from 

subsidies by foreign governments. Another 340 charge that foreign companies “dumped” their 

products in the United States at “less than fair value.” Even when no unfair practices are alleged, the 

simple claim that an industry has been injured by imports is sufficient grounds to seek relief.  

Contrary to the general impression, this quest for import relief has hurt more companies than it 

has helped. As corporations begin to function globally, they develop an intricate web of marketing, 

production, and research relationships. The complexity of these relationships makes it unlikely that a 

system of import relief laws will meet the strategic needs of all the units under the same parent 

company.  

Internationalization increases the danger that foreign companies will use import relief laws 

against the very companies the laws were designed to protect. Suppose a United States-owned 

company establishes an overseas plant to manufacture a product while its competitor makes the same 

product in the United States. If the competitor can prove injury from the imports—and that the United 

States received a subsidy from a foreign government to build its plant abroad—the United States 

company’s products will be uncompetitive in the United States, since they would be subject to duties.  

Perhaps the most brazen case occurred when the ITC investigated allegations that Canadian 

companies were injuring the United States salt industry by dumping rock salt, used to deice roads. The 

bizarre aspect of the complaint was that a foreign conglomerate with United States operations was 

crying for help against a United States company with foreign operations. The “United States” 

company claiming injury was a subsidiary of a Dutch conglomerate, while the “Canadian” companies 

included a subsidiary of a Chicago firm that was the second-largest domestic producer of rock salt. 

(332 words) 

1. The passage is chiefly concerned with        . 

A. arguing against the increased internationalization of United States corporations 

B. warning that the application of laws affecting trade frequently has unintended consequences 

C. demonstrating that foreign-based firms receive more subsidies from their governments than 

United States firms receive from the United States government 

D. advocating the use of trade restrictions for “dumped” products but not for other imports 

2. It can be inferred from the passage that the minimal basis for a complaint to the International Trade 

Commission is which of the following? 

A. A foreign competitor has received a subsidy from a foreign government. 

B. A foreign competitor has substantially increased the volume of products shipped to the United 

States. 

C. A foreign competitor is selling products in the United States at less than fair market value. 

D.The company requesting import relief has been injured by the sale of imports in the United 

States. 

3. The last paragraph performs which of the following functions in the passage? 

A. It cites a specific case that illustrates a problem presented more generally in the previous 

paragraph. 

B. It introduces an additional area of concern not mentioned earlier. 
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C. It discusses an exceptional case in which the results expected by the author of the passage were 

not obtained. 

D. It presents a recommendation based on the evidence presented earlier. 

4. The passage suggests that which of the following is most likely to be TRUE of United States trade 

laws? 

A. They will eliminate the practice of “dumping” products in the United States. 

B. They will enable manufacturers in the United States to compete more profitably outside the 

United States. 

C. They will affect United States trade with Canada more negatively than trade with other nations. 

D. Those that help one unit within a parent company will not necessarily help other units in the 

company. 

5. According to the passage, companies have the general impression that International Trade 

Commission import relief practices have        . 

A. caused unpredictable fluctuations in volumes of imports and exports 

B. achieved their desired effect only under unusual circumstances 

C. actually helped companies that have requested import relief 

D. been opposed by the business community 

 

 Passage 19-5  

Directions: You are going to read a list of headings and a text. Choose the most suitable heading from 
the list (A –F) for each numbered paragraph (1–5). The first and the last paragraphs of the text are 
not numbered. There is one extra heading which you don’t need to use. Mark your answers on Answer 
Sheet.(10 points) 

[A] Roles of individuals in America  

[B] The implication of friendship in the US  

[C] Feelings of new comers to the US  

[D] Great differences between the US & China  

[E] Why it is hard to summerize the features of Americans? 

[F] General characteristics of Americans  

 There are a great many differences between the United States and China; at times you may not 

understand the actions of Americans or particular facets of the American society. 

1  

 When you first arrive in the United States, you, like students from other countries, may 

experience “culture shock”�a feeling of disorientation or confusion that often occurs when someone 

leaves a familiar place and moves to an unfamiliar one. This is normal and you should not be 

disturbed by it. As you become more accustomed to life in the United States and to Americans usually 

are willing to answer questions and explain situations which may be unfamiliar to you, so never 

hesitate to ask for assistance. 

2  

 It is difficult to generalize about characteristics of Americans as U. S. society is composed of 

persons who come from numerous social and cultural backgrounds, who live in varying economic 
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situations and whose ways of approaching and living life differ radically. The items mentioned below 

are offered not to encourage you to “become American,” but to help ease your adjustment to life in the 

United States. 

3  

 Individualism, independence and self-reliance are common American traits. Each person is 

expected to make most decisions for himself or herself about all facets of life�education, career, 

home. The immediate family (mother, father and children) is an important aspect of society, but in 

ways different from those of China. Children are encouraged from an early age to become 

self-sufficient�taking care of their clothes and bedrooms, perhaps helping to cook and clean�and to 

begin thinking for themselves. Parents provide advice and assistance when needed, but the importance 

of the individual is stressed. The importance of “thinking for oneself” may appear to be selfish or 

uncaring behavior, but it is not meant to be. It is assumed in the United States that individuals will 

take the initiative, develop individual perspectives and approach life in their own particular fashion. 

This does not mean family members and friends are not important to Americans; sometimes there are 

very close relationships between relatives and friends, but they are perhaps on a different basis than is 

normal in China. 

4  

 Friendship in the United States does not entail specific duties and may be of short duration with 

limited obligations between one person and another. Americans are highly mobile, moving from one 

job to another and one city to another, and therefore may find it difficult to become deeply involved 

with others. The importance of being self-reliant and the undesirability of having to depend on others 

adds to Americans hesitancy to form many close friendships. On the other hand, most Americans tend 

to be “friendly” and are willing to assist foreign students; a surprisingly large number are generous in 

offering hospitality in their homes or in loaning items which might be useful. 

5  

 Gifts are often exchanged between friends and family members not only on occasions such as 

birthdays or holidays, but for special reasons�expressing affection or appreciation, for example. 

When a gift is received in the United States, the receiver is expected to open it in front of the giver.  

 Americans tend to be informal, often addressing each other by their given name when they first 

meet (given names are written first in American names).                           (591 words) 
 

There is certainly much work which is exceedingly troublesome, and an excess of work is always 
very painful. (1) I think, however, that, provided work is not excessive in amount, even the dullest 
work is to most people less painful than idleness. Accordingly the more intelligent rich men work 
nearly as hard as if they were poor, while rich women for the most part keep themselves busy with 
innumerable trifles of whose earth-shaking importance they are firmly persuaded.  

(2) Work therefore is desirable. First and foremost, as a preventive of boredom, for the boredom 
that a man feels when he is doing necessary though uninteresting work is as nothing in comparison 
with the boredom that he feels when he has nothing to do with his days. With this advantage of work 
another is associated, namely that it makes holidays much more delicious when they come. Provided a 

 Passage 19-6  
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man does not have to work so hard as to impair his vigor, he is likely to find far more zest in his free 
time than an idle man could possibly find. 

The second advantage of most paid work and of some unpaid work is that it gives chances of 
success and opportunities for ambition. In most work success is measured by income, and while our 
capitalistic society continues, this is inevitable. It is only where the best work is concerned that this 
measure ceases to be the natural one to apply. (3) The desire that men feel to increase their income is 
quite as much a desire for success as for the extra comforts that a higher income can obtain. However 
dull work may be, it becomes bearable if it is a means of building up a reputation, whether in the 
world at large or only in one’s own circle. Continuity of purpose is one of the most essential 
ingredients of happiness in the long run, and for most men this comes chiefly through their work. In 
this respect those women whose lives are occupied with housework are much less fortunate than men, 
or than women who work outside the home. The domesticated wife does not receive wages, has no 
means of bettering herself, is taken for granted by her husband (who sees practically nothing of what 
she does), and is valued by him not for her housework but for quite other qualities. (4) Of course this 
does not apply to those women who are sufficiently well-to-do to make beautiful houses and beautiful 
gardens and become the envy of their neighbors, but such women are comparatively few, and for the 
great majority housework cannot bring as much satisfaction as work of other kinds brings to men and 
to professional women.  

(5) The satisfaction of killing time and of affording some outlet, however modest, for ambition, 
belongs to most work, and is sufficient to make even a man whose work is dull happier on the average 
than a man who has no work at all. But when work is interesting, it is capable of giving satisfaction of 
a far higher order than mere relief from tedium.         (513 words) 
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Part A 
Passage 19-1 

�
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������� 

1. Truth gains more even by the errors of one who, with due study and preparation, thinks for himself, than by the true 

opinions of those who only hold them because they do not suffer themselves to think. 

�#��$�suffer  v. s���*¼6*º»*��®Ç�
����Zº»    hold  v. çÁ*�T*
!\*��®Ç�
����Z!\ 

�� !"����0�ZTruth gains more even by…than by …�z�	
P\EF����
©�Õ�\
B���N56�����+a��by the errors of one…N by the true opinions of those…����QC��

ô� ��,4 who…N who…����B���
/lô� one N those
because they do not suffer 

themselves to think�56��� 

�%&#&�"#��£¼�òRL$�Æ�
���HI��[AqEF��j�	
+���>!�
by the errors of one…N by the true opinions of those…
�L$���G��]aD
���,/1à
/�
v�L$� 

������HN/]&	ÇQR
)»îã*{�& #åZ���UTª?Q�)®#��«¬Q�é
å& àËUT&14	ï¹+�ýã�Ì{�4 

2. Where there is a tacit convention that principles are not to be disputed; where the discussion of the greatest 

questions which can occupy humanity is considered to be closed, we cannot hope to find that generally high scale of 

mental activity which has made some periods of history so remarkable. 
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�#��$�tacit  adj. YØAD�  principle n. ¾p*5�
���Z5�   remarkable  adj. [\� 

�� !"����Zwe cannot hope to find that…mental activity…����	
P\���������+
a�����4
that…mental activity���
which has…�B���
ô� scale������Æ��0�Z
Where there is… where…
z	�D����“º"\ªª
º"\ªª”�3	
� where�������
4 that���	
B���
ô� convention��3�
� where�����4
question=df�	
B
���
ô��%Bz
¬>� 

�%&#&�that generally high scale of mental activity which has made some periods of history so remarkable�
¬>ç!�V��
��� scale=df�	
�>!�VB�
t of mental activity
�=Õf�	
B�
�� which has made some periods of history so remarkable
�z
B���4
G9��D make…so 

remarkable…
���“GªªQ�[\”� 

������&Ë_/2¯y�ê&�]ÏýË�:�¿)&Ë�4Ó ��9���
�&F¿:[� )
�.àË�*+?�[glîUGajksÀ83kà�R���&�ôR&eØ-�4 

3. Never when controversy avoided the subjects which are large and important enough to kindle enthusiasm was the 

mind of people stirred up from its foundations and the impulse given which raised even persons of the most 

ordinary intellect to something of the dignity of thinking beings. 

�#��$�controversy  n. ýâ      stir up  v. �Á    raise  v.  rÁ 

�� !"�z�P\������NB����+a�
Æ��D�ÉÊ��Æ��¼�ZNever…was the 

mind of peopleÞ��¾stirred upÞ �¾… and the impulseÞ��¾given…Þ �¾�which raised even persons 

of …�B���
ô� impulse*�è when ���	
������
ô��
��� 

�%&#&�L$���ã����¼�OP"#N�������«B����V���L$�����
�����¥��F
×=³L$���"#���&��ÉÊ��"#
Q���B>;È�B>
EQ
never
hardly
not
seldomg¥��F�
 �!/Mv�!/ÉÊ
vi�� ��	!/�����
7d� 

������³�¿ê�N�Q�TTÒ[ñ} +à�&á�3) +&{æ�Zv#��s�R)?�
ZvF,#�M &�	U{æ9&åQ
\&ÏS4 

4. He must know them in their most plausible and persuasive form*he must feel the whole force of the difficulty which 

the true view of the subject has to encounter and dispose of, else he will never really possess himself of the portion 

of truth which meets and removes that difficulty. Ninety nine in a hundred of what are called educated men are in 

this condition :even of those who can argue fluently for their opinion. 

�#��$�plausible  adj.  ªa"�     persuasive  adj.  \æ7 �   

�� !"�3	
���8
��/�71��¼�ZHe must know them… he must feel the whole force…

he will never possess…*3�
���	
HI�71��0�ZNinety nine…are in this condition��3	

��4
in their most plausible and persuasive formVQC��
which…�B���
ô� difficulty*truth

=d�vf�	
B���
ô���3�
��4
in a hundred of whatVB�
ô���
who can argue 

fluently for their opinion� those�B���� 
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��Æ�®L$cd/ñ�8�0Ü��"#
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l of those who can argue fluently for their opinionv�V�> of���
��æ ®��> of �à

�����
�©ô�����è else�������“��”� 

������¹ã7[²²�QÔ_¢ñF&fäTÉ²éå)¹ã7Ù�Uí�&QÀéåã&hÄU&

��²ª�
�&¤�F )�Ë¹��h«¬v��Q�)
�&���Q�4«�o§N§&�/0
& 7ª��2�Ê�)V^§¨à8vï¹+&éå��& 4 

5. Their conclusion may be true, but it might be false for anything they know: they have never thrown themselves into 

the mental position of those who think differently from and considered what such persons may have to say, and 

consequently they do not, in any proper sense of the world, know the doctrines which they themselves profess. 

�#��$�doctrine  n. �æ       profess v. Åþ
îþ 
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Passage 19-2 
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%Since dams can’t be filled until the risk of flooding 

is past) ! C��íB�lÇd�%This is a particular problem for California, where agriculture, industry, a 

burgeoning population and environmental needs already clash over limited water supplies)v·8� D��í
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