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Directions: Each of the passages below is followed by some questions. For each question there are 

four answers marked A, B, C and D. Read the passages carefully and choose the best answer to each 

of the questions. Then mark your answer on ANSWER SHEET I by blackening the corresponding 

letter in the brackets with a pencil. (40 points) 
 

� � ����������� 
 

I have never had much patience with the writers who claim from the reader an effort to 

understand their meaning. You have only to go to the great philosophers to see that it is possible to 

express with lucidity1 the most subtle reflections. You may find it difficult to understand the thought 

of Hume, and if you have no philosophical training its implications will doubtless escape you; but no 

one with any education at all can fail to understand exactly what the meaning of each sentence is. Few 

people have written English with more grace than Berkeley. There are two sorts of obscurity2 that you 

find in writers. One is due to negligence and the other to willfulness3. People often write obscurely 

because they have never taken the trouble to learn to write clearly. This sort of obscurity you find too 

often in modern philosophers, in men of science, and even in literary critics. Here it is indeed strange. 

You would have thought that men who passed their lives in the study of the great masters of literature 

would be sufficiently sensitive to the beauty of language to write if not beautifully at least with 

perspicuity4. Yet you will find in their works sentences that you must read twice to discover the sense. 

Often you can only guess at it, for the writers have evidently not said what they intended.  

Another cause of obscurity is that the writer is himself not quite sure of his meaning. He has a 

vague5 impression of what he wants to say, but has not, either from lack of mental power or from 

laziness, exactly formulated it in his mind and it is natural enough that he should not find a precise 

expression for a confused idea. This is due largely to the fact that many writers think, not before, but 

as they write. The pen originates the thought. The disadvantage of this, and indeed it is a danger 

against which the author must be always on his guard, is that there is a sort of magic in the written 

word. The idea acquires substance6 by taking on a visible nature and then stands in the way of its own 

clarification. But this sort of obscurity merges7 very easily into the willful. Some writers who do not 

think clearly are inclined to suppose that their thoughts have a significance greater than at first sight 

appears. It is flattering to believe that they are too profound to be expressed so clearly that all who run 

may read, and very naturally it does not occur to such writers that the fault is with their own minds 

which have not the faculty of precise reflection. Here again the magic of the written word obtains. It is 

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com
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very easy to persuade oneself that a phrase that one does not quite understand may mean a great deal 

more than one realizes. From this there is only a little way to go to fall into the habit of setting down 

one’s impressions in all their original vagueness. There is another form of willful obscurity that 

masquerades8 as aristocratic9 exclusiveness10. The author wraps11 his meaning in mystery so that the 

vulgar shall not participate in it. His soul is a secret garden into which the elect may penetrate only 

after overcoming a number of perilous12 obstacles. But this kind of obscurity is not only pretentious13; 

it is short-sighted. For time plays it an odd trick. If the sense is meager time reduces it to a 

meaningless verbiage14 that no one thinks of reading.  

(491 words) 

1. “...the writers who claim from the reader an effort to understand their meaning” means the writers 

who        . 

A. look at their works from the angle of the reader 

B. claim to write distinctly for the sake of understanding 

C. require the reader to make an effort to understand their meaning 

D. claim that the aim of reading is to get the core of the meaning 

2. What are Hume and Berkeley? 

A. They are both excellent models for writers. 

B. They are both modern philosophers. 

C. Hume often writes vaguely while Berkeley writes beautifully. 

D. Both A and B. 

3. What is the cause for the first sort of obscurity? 

A. The writer himself has not the faculty of precise reflection. 

B. The writer lacks mental power to make out what he really means. 

C. The writer is short of experience in writing. 

D. The writer is not adapt in writing, but does not learn how to write well. 

4. “Here again the magic of the written word obtains” means        . 

A. the written word contains a significance smaller than at first sight appears 

B. the written word may lead the reader to read more into it than is meant by the author 

C. the written word may magically changes its meaning in different contexts 

D. the written word can help to convey the writer’s meaning to the reader 

5. This passage is purposed to        . 

A. suggest good ways to avoid obscurity 

B. advocate a modest attitude towards great writers 

C. satirize the vagueness of writing 

D. argue against the obscurity of writing 

 

1. lucidity [��������	�] n. õö�÷ø     2. obscurity [�
������
�	�] n. �ø�‘ 

3. willfulness [����������] n. ùú�Í�    4. perspicuity [���������������	�] n. �� 

5. vague [����] adj. Pûü�ýþ��     6. substance [���
�	���] n. ��ý���� 

7. merge [�����] v. ���	
      8. masquerade [�������
��������� ] v. �� 



 

 211

9. aristocratic [��
��	���
�	��] n. 
�     10. exclusiveness [��������������] n. �5« 
11. wrap [
��] v. ��        12. perilous [���
����] adj. ��� 

13. pretentious [�
��	��!��](adj� ���( ( ( ( 14. verbiage [����
����](n� �����(
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Demands for stronger protection for wildlife in Britain sometimes hide the fact that similar needs 

are felt in the rest of Europe. Studies by the Council of Europe, of which 2l countries are members, 

have shown that 45 percent of reptile1 species and 24 percent of butterflies2 are in danger of dying out. 

European concern for wildlife was outlined by Dr Peter Baum, an expert in the environment and 

nature resources division3 of the council, when he spoke at a conference arranged by the 

administrators of a British national park. The park is one of the few areas in Europe to hold the 

council’s diploma4 for nature reserves of the highest quality, and Dr Baum had come to present it to 

the park once again. He was afraid that public opinion was turning against national parks, and that 

those set up in the 1960s and 1970s could not be set up today. But Dr Baum clearly remained a strong 

supporter of the view that natural environments needed to be allowed to survive5 in peace in their own 

right. 

 No area could be expected to survive both as a true nature reserve and as a tourist attraction, he 

went on. The short view that reserves had to serve immediate human demands for outdoor recreation 

should be replaced by full acceptance of their importance as places to preserve nature for the future. 

“We forgot that they are the guarantee of life systems, on which any built-up area ultimately6 

depends,” Dr Baum went on. “We could manage without most industrial products, but we could not 

manage without nature. However, our natural environment areas, which are the original parts of our 

countryside, have shrunk to become mere islands in a spoiled and highly polluted land mass.” 

(352 words) 

1. Recent studies by the Council of Europe show that        . 

A. it is only in Britain that wildlife needs more protection 

B. all species of wildlife in Europe are in danger of dying out 

C. there are fewer species of reptiles and butterflies in Europe than elsewhere 

D. certain species of reptiles and butterflies in Europe need protecting 
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2. Dr Baum, a representative of the Council, visited one particular British national park because    . 

A. he was presenting the park with a diploma for its achievements 

B. he was concerned about how the park was being run 

C. it was the only national park of its kind in Europe 

D. it was the only park which had ever received a diploma from the Council 

3. Although it is difficult nowadays to convince the public of the importance of nature reserves, Dr 

Baum felt that        . 

A. people would support moves to create more environment areas 

B. certain areas of countryside should be left undisturbed by man 

C. existing national parks would need to be more independent to survive 

D. people would carry on supporting those national parks in existence 

4. In Dr Baum’s opinion, a true nature reserve        . 

A. could hardly survive in a modern age 

B. should provide buildings for human activities 

C. should be regarded as a place where nature is protected 

D. could provide special areas for tourists to enjoy 

5. Although we all depend on the resources of nature for our survival        . 

A. industrial products are replacing all our natural resources 

B. we have allowed areas of countryside to be spoilt by industrial development 

C. we have forgotten what our original countryside looked like 

D. it is only on islands that nature survives 

 

1. reptile [�
��	"��] n. ���a     2. butterfly [�
�	���"�] n. �� 

3. division [�������] n. �       4. diploma [���������] n. !"�#$ 

5. survive [����"��] v. ·%2S%    6. ultimately [���	���	��](adv. &72&E27’(
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The difference between a liquid1 and a gas is obvious under the conditions of temperature and 
pressure commonly found at the surface of the Earth. A liquid can be kept in an open container and 
fills it to the level of a free surface. A gas forms no free surface but tends to diffuse2 throughout the 
space available; it must therefore be kept in a closed container or held by a gravitational3 field, as in 
the case of a planet’s atmosphere. The distinction was a prominent4 feature of early theories 
describing the phases of matter. In the nineteenth century, for example, one theory maintained that a 
liquid could be “dissolved5” in a vapor6 without losing its identity, and another theory held that the 
two phases are made up of different kinds of molecules: liquidons and gasons. The theories now 
prevailing take a quite different approach by emphasizing what liquids and gases have in common. 
They are both forms of matter that have no permanent7 structure, and they both flow readily8. They 
are fluids. 

The fundamental similarity of liquids and gases becomes clearly apparent when the temperature 
and pressure are raised somewhat. Suppose a closed container partially9 filled with a liquid is heated. 
The liquid expands, or, in other words, becomes less dense; some of it evaporates. In contrast, the 
vapor above the liquid surface becomes denser as the evaporated molecules are added to it. The 
combination of temperature and pressure at which the densities become equal is called the critical 
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point. Above the critical point the liquid and the gas can no longer be distinguished, there is a single, 
undifferentiated fluid phase of uniform density. 

(355 words) 
1. According to the passage, the difference between a liquid and a gas under normal conditions on 

Earth is that the liquid        . 
A. is affected by changes in pressure   B. has a permanent structure 
C. forms a free surface     D. is considerable more common 

2. It can be inferred from the passage that the gases of the Earth’s atmosphere are contained 
by        . 
A. a closed surface      B. the gravity of the planet 
C. the field of space      D. its critical point 

3. According to the passage, in the nineteenth century some scientists viewed liquidons and gasons 
as        . 
A. fluids        B. dissolving particles 
C. heavy molecules      D. different types of molecules 

4. According to the passage, what happens when the temperature is increased in a closed container 
holding a liquid ? 
A. The liquid and gas become similar.  B. The liquid and the gas become less dense. 
C. The container expands.     D. The liquid evaporates out of the container. 

5. According to the passage, which of the following is the best definition of the critical points? 
A. When the temperature and the pressure are raised. 
B. When the densities of the two phases are equal. 
C. When the pressure and temperature are combined. 
D. When the container explodes. 

 

1. liquid [�������] n. ()        2. diffuse [�������#] v. *+ý,- 

3. gravitational [��
����	��!���] adj. Õd�ýÕdÐÃ�  4. prominent [��
$�����	] adj. .��ý/�� 

5. dissolve [���#$��] v. 0@�	1      6. vapor [�������
�] n. 23ý4 

7. permanent [���������	] adj. K5��65�    8. readily [�
�����] adv. 78X 

9. partially [����!���](adv. �9X(
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In recent years, there has been an increasing awareness of the inadequacies1 of the judicial2 

system in the United States. Costs are staggering3 both for the taxpayers and the litigants4—and the 

litigants, or parties, have to wait sometimes many years before having their day in court. Many 

suggestion have been made concerning methods of ameliorating5 the situation, but as in most 

branches of government, changes come slowly. 

One suggestion that has been made in order to maximize the efficiency of the system is to allow 

districts that have an overabundance of pending6 cases to borrow judges from other districts that do 

not have such a backlog7. Another suggestion is to use pretrial8 conferences, in which the judge meets 

in his chambers with the litigants and their attorneys in order to narrow the issues, limit the witnesses, 

and provide for a more orderly trial. The theory behind pretrial conferences is that judges will spend 

less time on each case and parties will more readily settle before trial when they realize the adequacy 

of their claims and their opponents’ evidence. Unfortunately, at least one study has shown that pretrial 
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conferences actually use more judicial time than they save, rarely result in pretrial settlements, and 

actually result in higher damage settlements. 

Many states have now established another method, small-claims courts, in which cases over 

small sums of money can be disposed of with considerable dispatch. Such proceedings cost the 

litigants almost nothing. In California, for example, the parties must appear before the judge with the 

assistance of counsel9. The proceedings are quite informal and there is no pleading — the litigants 

need to make only a one-sentence statement of their claim. By going to this type of court, the plaintiff 

waives any right to a jury trial and the right to appeal the decision. 

In coming years, we can expect to see more and more innovations in the continuing effort to 

remedy a situation which must be remedied if the citizens who have valid claims are going to be able 

to have their day in court. 

(383 words) 

1. The pretrial conference, in theory, is supposed to do all of the following EXCEPT       . 

A. narrow the issues       B. cause early settlements 

C. save judicial time       D. increase settlements costs 

2. What is the main topic of the passage? 

A. All states should follow California’s example in using small claims courts in order to free judges 

for other work. 

B. The legislature needs to formulate fewer laws so that the judiciary can catch up on its older 

cases. 

C. Nobody seems to care enough to attempt to find methods for making the judicial system more 

efficient. 

D. While there are many problems with the court system, there are viable suggestions for 

improvement. 

3. The word “litigants” means most nearly        . 

A. jury members        B. commentators 

C. parties in a lawsuit       D. taxpayers in a case 

4. Which of the following is TRUE about small-claims courts? 

A. It is possible to have one’s case heard by a jury if he or she is dissatisfied with the court’s 

decision. 

B. The litigants must plead accurately according to a strict form. 

C. The decision may not be appealed to a higher court. 

D. The parties may not present their cases without an attorney’s help. 

5. What can we assume from the passage? 

A. Most people who feel they have been wronged have a ready remedy in courts of law. 

B. Many people would like to bring a case to court, but are unable to because of the cost and time 

required. 

C. The judicial system in the United States is highly acclaimed for its efficiency. 

D. Pretrial conferences will someday probably have replaced trials completely 
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1. inadequacy [�����������] n. P:;ýP<p  2. judicial[������!�] adj. =>��?@��>A� 

3. stagger [��	����
�] v. :BC     4. litigant[���	����	] n. DE;‘^ 

5. ameliorate [��������
��	] v. F�    6. pending[������%] adj. Úî��Gî���G@H� 

7. backlog [�
���&�] n. IJ�KÀ    8. pretrial[��
���	
"���] adj. )LMN� 

9. counsel [��"����] n.OP^(
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Directions: You are going to read a list of headings and a text. Choose the most suitable heading from 

the list (A�F) for each numbered paragraph (1�5). The first and the last paragraphs of the text are 

not numbered. There is one extra heading which you don’t need to use. Mark your answers on Answer 

Sheet.(10 points) 
 

� � ����������� 
 
A. Weather Stations in Antarctic 

B. Adventure to the South pole 

C. Water surrounding the Antarctic 

D. Sky over the Antarctic 

E. Long day and long night 

F. Structure of the surface of the Antarctic 

The Antarctic is a continent of great size –equal almost to Europe and Australia put together –yet 

it has no permanent inhabitants. 

Only weather stations, and the bases from which parties of explorers set out, live there. Some go 

only for one year, many for two, but never longer, unless the ship which is to bring them out cannot 

reach their base. In that event they must make the best of it and settle down to another year’s work. 

1.  

Of all this vast continent only about one per cent is exposed rock; all the rest is covered with a 

mantle of snow and ice, which varies from a few feet to as much as two miles in depth. In all there are 

over five million square miles covered with ice, and this huge area has a tremendous cooling effect on 

the air which moves over it. It is true to say that the Antarctic controls the weather of the southern half 

of the world. 

2.  

All round the Antarctic the sea freezes during the winter months of April to October, making it 

impossible for ships to reach the coast. But in the summer most of this ice breaks up and begins to 

move with the winds and currents as great fields of ice floes. 

Along the coast in the northern parts of the continent the temperature may rise a few degrees 

above freezing point in the summer, but in winter everything is perpetually frozen. 
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3.  

The sun disappears daily in winter for a longer and longer time the nearer one gets to the Pole. 

Just south of the Antarctic Circle there is one day in the winter when the sun never rises above the 

horizon, and at the same point in the summer there will be one day when it never sets. These periods 

increase as one travels south, until, at the Pole itself, the year is divided into a six-month night and a 

six-month day.  

4.  

But the long night is not perpetually dark because during the autumn the rays of the sun are 

reflected in the sky long after it has sunk below the horizon, and again before it actually reappears in 

the spring. There is also the moon which comes each month to light the sky. Even this weak light is 

reflected from the white snow surface, making the whole scene much brighter than in other regions, 

and during this period (unless the sky is overcast) it is fairly easy to find one’s way about. 

5.  

Apart from the journeys of Scott, Amundsen and Shackleton towards the Pole, nothing was 

known of the interior until recently. All these journeys had started from the Rose Sea side of the 

continent. In 1908 Shackleton had manhauled his sledges up the Beardmore Glacier and traveled 

across the polar plateau to within ninety-eight miles of the South Pole itself. Finding himself short of 

food he then had to turn back to ensure the safety of his party. 

Three years later Amundsen and Scott set out from different bases to reach the Pole. Using dog 

teams, Amundsen was the first to arrive on 14th December 1911. 
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A. ÁûJ�J[�         

B. �Áû�ÈX           

C. þ´ÁûJ�mS 

D. ÁûJ�§Î           

E. =r�=õ             

F. ÁûJMs�� 
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Directions: Read the following passage carefully and then translate the underlined sentences into 

Chinese. Your translation should be written clearly on ANSWER SHEET 2. (10 points) 
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1. The good book of the hour, then—I do not speak of the bad ones�is simply the useful of 

pleasant talk of some person whom you cannot otherwise converse with, printed for you. Very useful 
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often, telling you what you need to know; very pleasant often, as a sensible friend’s present talk would 

be. These bright accounts of travels; good-humoured and witty discussions of question; lively or 

pathetic story-telling in the form of novel; firm fact-telling, by the real agents concerned in the events 

of passing history;��all these books of the hour, multiplying among us as education becomes more 

general, are a peculiar characteristic and possession of the present age; we ought to be entirely 

thankful for them, and entirely ashamed of ourselves if we make no good use of them. 2. But we make 

the worst possible use, if we allow them to usurp the place of true books; for, strictly speaking, they 

are not books at all, but merely letters or newspapers in good print. Our friend’s letter may be 

delightful, or necessary, today; whether worth keeping or not, is to be considered. The newspaper may 

be entirely proper at breakfast time, but assuredly it is not reading for all day. So, though bound up in 

a volume, the long letter which gives you so pleasant an account of the inns, and roads, and weather 

last year at such a place, or which tells you that amusing story, or gives you the real circumstances of 

such and such events, however valuable for occasional reference, may not be, in the real sense of the 

word, a “book” at all, nor, in the real sense, to be “read”. A book is essentially not a talked thing, but a 

written thing; and written, not with the view of mere communication, but of permanence. 3. The book 

of talk is printed only because its author cannot speak to thousands of people at once; if he could, he 

would�the volume is mere multiplication of voice. You cannot talk to your friend in India; if you 

could, you would; you write instead; that is mere conveyance of voice. But a book is written, not to 

multiply the voice merely, not to carry it merely, but preserve it. The author has something to say 

which he perceives to be true and useful, or helpfully beautiful. So far as he knows, no one has yet 

said it; so far as he knows, no one else can say it. He is bound to say it, clearly and melodiously if he 

may; clearly, at all events. 4. In the sum of his life he finds this to be the thing, or group of things, 

manifest to him;��this the piece of true knowledge, or sight, which his share of sunshine and earth 

has permitted him to seize. He would fain set it down for ever; engrave it on rock, if he could; saying, 

5. “This is the best of me; for the rest, I ate, and drank, and slept, loved, and hated, like another; my 

life was as the vapour, and is not; but this I saw and knew: this, if anything of mine, is worth your 

memory.” That is his “writing”; it is, in his small human way, and with whatever degree of true 

inspiration is in him, his inscription, or scripture. That is a “Book”. 

(559 words) 
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1. Very useful often, telling you what you need to know, very pleasant often, as a sensible friend’s present talk would 

be. 

����������	þ������ Very useful, … very pleasant…��’� telling�§V��r
�ð

�what you need to know� telling��
$��as�&���	ð
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������a sensible friend’s present� talk�!
�a sensible friend�D�	PFdY��®E�presentV
i�pF��stDÝ��E�YZà�YZ��-��’m<þ���þ�<�
 a book����á��
�0� A book is very useful often, and is very pleasant often� 
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2. These bright accounts of travels; good-humoured and witty discussions of question; lively or pathetic story-telling in 

the form of novel; firm fact-telling, by the real agents concerned in the events of passing history;—all these books of 

the hour, multiplying among us as education becomes more general, are a peculiar characteristic and possession of 

the present age; we ought to be entirely thankful for them, and entirely ashamed of ourselves if we make no good 

use of them. 

��"#��pathetic  adj. ���, ��� 

������������ all these books … are a characteristic and possession…, we ought to be… thankful…, 

and … ashamed of…��’� good-humoured and witty"# discussions�lively or pathetic� in the form of novel

"# story-telling�by the real agents concerned in the events of passing history��0�� fact-telling�!
�as 

education becomes more general��Áð
$�� 
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or pathetic story-telling in the form of novel�DÄL’���;����©�)ÎE%firm fact-telling, by the real 

agents concerned in the events of passing history�D©�Þ[ÎP’H�á�3¸°�ý¨8|E�NO�YZ
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3. So, though bound up in a volume, the long letter which gives you so pleasant an account of the inns, and roads, and 

weather last year at such a place, or which tells you that amusing story, or gives you the real circumstances of such 

and such events, however valuable for occasional reference, may not be, in the real sense of the word, a “book” at all, 

nor, in the real sense, to be “read”. 

������à����� the long letter … may not be … a “book” …��’� though bound up in a volume�
�Ið
�²�	 which gives you so pleasant an account of the inns, and roads, and weather last year at such a 

place�!
$�"# the long letter�²³	which tells you that amusing story, or gives you the real circumstances 

of such and such events�!
$�"# the long letter�however valuable for occasional reference��Ið
� 

�������’� bound up in a volume�D�ê���E�the inns, and roads, and weather last year at such a 

placeë� an account of�!
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NO��’� however=��D5{E�{� however valuableDØ±v�ÉÊE%in the sense of �D$��
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1. The good book of the hour, thenÒI do not speak of the bad onesÒis simply the useful of pleasant talk of some 

person whom you cannot otherwise converse with, printed for you. 
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