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Essence of Reading

2007 Part A Text 1

If you were to examine the birth certificates of every soccer
player in 2006°’s World Cup tournament you would most like-
ly find a noteworthy quirk. elite soccer players are more like-
ly to have been born in the earlier months of the year than in
the later months.

[ ] 2006

I ”

. certificate

, certificate

diploma( ; ; N N
)o s degree
, degree : (' bachelor ) N
('master) (doctor  PhD) .
noteworthy “ s 7
quirk « ; , 7 “

”
o

« ”

elite s ; o
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If you then examine the European national youth teams that
feed the World Cup and professional ranks, you would find

this strange phenomenon to be even more pronounced.

(1

[ ] you would find..., this strange phenomenon
,to be even more pronounced o
[ ] feed “ ; ” ,
« ”
o
pronounce “ ; 7, pronounced
«
’ ; ’
» « ”
’ o ’ ’ o
rank “ ; ; 7, professional

« ”

ranks s .
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What might account for this strange phenomenon? Here are
a few guesses; a) certain astrological signs confer superior
soccer skills; b) winter-born babies tend to have higher oxy-
gen capacity which increases soccer stamina; c) soccer-mad
parents are more likely to conceive children in springtime, at

the annual peak of soccer mania; d) none of the above.

[ ] ? .1

o
N

[ ] account for , , explain
o :Bad weather accounted for the long delay of the
flight. ( ») The suspect
couldn’t account for his time that night. (
o)
astrological sign ( zodiac, ),
12 . ( Aquarius ) , ( Pisces ) ,
(Aries) , ( Taurus ) , ( Gemini ) ,
(Cancer) , (Leo), (Virgo) , (Libra) ,
( Scorpio) , ( Sagittarius) , (Capricorn) ,,

« ”»

confer ; ; s
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give,bestow,invest s s
advise,consult,parley

“« ”

stamina s S ,  physical or
moral strength,,

conceive s o
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This success, coupled with later research showing that
memory itself as not genetically determined, led Ericsson to
conclude that the act of memorizing is more of a cognitive

exercise than an intuitive one.

(1] ,
[ ] , , This success,
led, s Ericsson, to
conclude , that o
( ] couple “C) L0 )

“ ; ; 7, to be coupled with to be
together with, :She coupled her refusal with an explana-
tion. ( 5)

genetically determined “C ) 7
genetically gene ( ), genetic,
generate , general , generation o

cognitive “ 7 cognition ( s

)O
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Their work makes a rather startling assertion: the trait we
commonly call talent is highly overrated. Or, put another
way, expert performers—whether in memory or surgery,
ballet or computer programming—are nearly always made,

not born.

(1]

[ ] assertion
the trait,
or  put another way ,

expert... are... made, not born, whether in... program-

ming o
. « »
[ ] startling , ,
surprising ,astonishing , stunning ,astounding .
. « »
assertion ; H o
« » «
talent ; ; s
7 job market o
overrate“ . underrate ( )6
expert “ , ", expert per-
formers “ 7
»
made “ C )7

« ’”

born . :She is a born star.
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2007 Part A Text 2
It’s not obvious how the capacity to visualize objects and
to figure out numerical patterns suits one to answer questions
that have eluded some of the best poets and philosophers.

(1

[ ] Lt ,

how o s the ca-

pacity to visualize objects and to figure out numerical pat-

terns, suits,, one,to answer questions
,  questions o
[ ] visualize “ 7, imagine o
He had a hard time to visualize the scene as it was described.
( o)
elude “ 7 “ ,
- ) “ - : The

answer to this question eluded me for a long time, perhaps be-

cause it was so simple. ( ,

O)
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Superhigh scores like vos Savant’s are no longer possible,
because scoring is now based on a statistical population distri-
bution among age peers, rather than simply dividing the men-
tal age by the chronological age and multiplying by 100.

[ ] vos Savant ,

(1] ,  :scoring( ,
) , statistical population distribution (
) ,age peers( ) ,mental age( ) ,chronologi-

cal age( )6
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Sternberg notes that traditional tests best assess analytical
and verbal skills but fail to measure creativity and practical
knowledge, components also critical to problem solving and
life success.

[ ] Sternberg

’ ’

[ ] Sternberg , notes, that
o s traditional tests,
assess analytical and verbal skills,
fail to measure creativity and practical knowl-
edge, creativity and practical knowledge
o components ( that are)

also critical to problem solving and life success,
[ ] note , o
observe , maintain, argue,point out
« »

assess , N assessment, as-

sess evaluate , determine , gauge , measure
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2007 Part A Text 3

During the past generation, the American middle-class
family that once could count on hard work and fair play to
keep itself financially secure has been transformed by eco-

nomic risk and new realities.

(] ;

[ ] the American middle-class family
...has been transformed by economic risk and new realities,
family o

[ ] generation , 20

count on

on my help. ( o)

fair play

« ” « ”

secure

transform ; ; s trans-

formation,
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Scholars, policymakers, and critics of all stripes have de-
bated the social implications of these changes, but few have

looked at the side effect: family risk has risen as well.

(] .

, the side effect o
[ ] stripe “ , ", all stripes all walks
( )o

implication “ , ; ; 7 :his
implication in the crime ( ), It is important
to consider the wider implications of making such a decision.
( . ) implication

implicate ,

side effect ,

« ”
o



