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前   言

近年来 ,随着我国对外开放的不断扩大与经济建设高潮

的兴起 ,人们迫切地希望了解经济学方面的知识以及发达国

家市场经济的运作情况。经济学从其诞生之日起就对西方发

达国家的经济与发展产生了深远的影响 ,可以说无论是政府

科学的宏观调控 ,还是企业成功的市场运作都与经济学的理

论指导分不开的。如今在发达国家经济学已不仅仅是经济学

家们研究的对象 ,它已成为大学的必修课 ,甚至有些国家在中

学都开设了这门课程 ,可见其在人们生活及整个社会中的重

要性。

在我国目前人们已不再满足于间接地了解有关西方经济

学的信息 ,青年学生、广大的经济工作者迫切希望能提高自己

的英文水平以便能阅读与翻译英文原著 ,直接地、更快地获取

信息。基于以上原因我们编写了这本教材 ,以期能对读者提

供一定的帮助。

本书的编写具有以下的特征 :

1. 它介绍了经济学的一些基本概念及所涉及的主要领

域 ,如宏观与微观经济学、市场机制、企业组织形式、经济周

期、货币银行、投资与贸易等 ,力求给读者一个比较完整的

概念。

2. 本书的编写遵循了由易到难的原则 ,无论是课文的长

度与难度都考虑到了初学者的情况。

·1·

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com



3. 课后所附练习主要分为两部分 , 一是阅读理解方面

的 ,二是翻译方面的 ,目的在于培养顺利阅读原文并能对相关

内容的文字进行中英文互译的能力。课后所附的练习答案将

有助于自学者检验自己的学习成效。

本书由李新民任主编 ,贺金安、陆海燕任副主编。第 1 , 2

章由陆海燕编写 ;第 3 , 4 章由张莹编写 ;第 5 , 6 章由王公编

写 ;第 7 章由李新民编写 ;第 8 , 9 章由贺金安编写 ;第 10 章由

夏锐平编写 ;第 11 , 12 由王健编写。全书由李新民统稿 , 审

定。

由于编者水平有限 ,加上时间仓促 ,错误在所难免 ,望广

大读者批评指正。

编  者  
1998 年 5 月
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CHAPTER 1  Introduction

TEXT A  Why Study Economics

As you begin your reading , you are probably wonder-

ing : Why study economics ? In fact , people do it for count-

less reason s .

Some study economics because they hope to make mon-

ey .

Others worry that they will be illite rate if they can not

understand the laws of supply and demand .

People are also concerned to learn how recession or oil

prices will affect their fu ture .

All these reasons , and many more , make good sense .

Still , we have come to realize, there is one overriding reason

to learn the basic lessons of economics .

All your life from cradle to grave you will r un up

against the bru tal t ru th s of economics . As a voter , you will

make decisions on issues on the gover nment budget , regula-

ting industries , taxes , and foreign trade that cannot be un-

derstood until you have maste red the rudiments of this s ub-

ject .
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Choosing your life ’s occupa tion is the most impor tan t

economic decision you will make . Your fu ture depends not

only on your own abilities but also upon how economic

forces beyond your control affect your wages . Also, eco-

nomics may help you invest the nest egg you have saved

from your earnings . Of course, studying economics cannot

make you a geniu s . But without economics the dice of life

are simply loaded against you .

T here is no need to belabor the poin t . We hope you will

find that , in addition to being useful , economics is a fasci-

nating field in its own right . Generations of students , often

to their surprise, have discovered how stimula ting econom-

ics can be .

New Words

illite rate ad j ./ n .  ( to a per son who is ) not literate ; una-

ble to read or write  无文化的 ;文盲

recession n .  a period of reduced business activity  萧条 ;

(商业的 )衰退

overriding ad j .  more importan t than anything else; over-

whelming

cradle n .  s mall; low bed sometimes mounted on rockers;

for a newborn baby  (新生婴儿用的 )摇篮 ;摇床

grave n .  hole dug in the ground for a corp se; the mound of

ear th or the monument over it  墓穴 ;坟墓

brutal ad j .  savage; cruel; severe  野蛮的 ;残忍的
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budget n .  预算 (尤指政府之预算 )

regulate vt .  cont rol systematically ; cau se to obey a ru le or

standard  有系统的管理 ;节制 ;使遵守规则或

标准

rudiment n .  ( pl .) firs t s teps or stages ( of an ar t or sci-

ence )  (复 ) (艺术或科学的 )初步 ;初级 ;基础

occupation n .  business , t rade, etc .; ( that which occupies

one’s time, either permanently or as a hob-

by , etc .)  事业 ;职业 ;行业 ;工作

invest vt .  put ( money) in  投资

nest n .  p lace made or chosen by a bird for its eggs  鸟巢

earning n .  ( pl .) money earned  赚得的钱

genius n .  天才

dice n .  骰子 (用作赌具 )投骰子赌博

belabor v .  对⋯⋯作过分的说明

fascinating ad j .  having strong charm or a tt raction  迷人

的 ,醉人的

stimulating ad j .  excit ed  刺激的 ;激励的 ,鼓舞的

Notes

1 . make good sense: make sense, have a meaning that can

be understood  有意义 ;讲得通

2 . from cradle to grave: from bir th to death  从生到死 ,

一生

3 . run up against : to turn out again st you  表现得对你不利

4 . nest egg: ( fig ) sum of money saved for future use  留
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窝鸡蛋 (引诱母鸡继续把蛋生在窝中之用 ) ;储备物 ;继续

积累的基础 ; (喻 )为将来之用所储存的钱

5 . load the dice against sb .: 对某人使用灌铅骰子 ; (喻 )用不

正当手段占某人便宜

6 . in addition to : as well as  加之 ,并且 ;除⋯⋯之外

Exercises  

Ⅰ . Comprehension

True or False Test .

1 . People have countless reasons to study economics .

(   )

2 . Many people study economics becau se they hope to make

money . (   )

3 . Some people worry that they will not be literate if they

cannot u nderstand the laws of supply and demand .

(   )

4 . Recession or oil prices will affect people’s fu ture . (   )

5 . Only some reason s for the study of economics have a

good meaning that can be understood . (   )

6 . All your life from bir th to death you will meet the bru tal

t ru ths of economics by chance or unexpectedly . (   )

7 . You can ’ t understand the issues such as gover nment

budget, regulating indust ries , taxes and foreign trade if

you have not mastered the rudiments of this su bject . (  

 )

8 . T he most impor tan t economic decision you will make is
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to choose your life’s occupation .(   )

9 . Your future only depends upon how economic forces be-

yond your cont rol affect your wages .(   )

10 . Studying economics can make you a genius . (   )

Ⅱ . Translation

A . Tran slate the following sentences in to Chinese .

1 . People are also concerned to learn how recession or oil

prices will affect their future .

2 . Economics may help you invest the nest egg you have

saved from your earnings .

3 . Without economics the dice of life are simply loaded a-

gainst you .

4 . We hope you will find that , in addition to being u seful ,

economics is a fascinating field in it’s own right .

5 . Generation s of students , often to their surprise, have

discovered how stimula ting economics can be .

B . Translat e the following sentences in to Englis h .

1 . 事实上 ,我们之所以学习经济学的原因是很多的。

2 . 供求规律是经济学的基本内容之一。

3 . 我们现在已经开始认识到学习经济学对建设我们的国家

是十分必要的。

4 . 人们在一生中都将会遇到一些难以解决的经济问题。

5 . 我们要做的一个最重要的经济决定就是如何选择自己一

生的职业。
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TEXT B  What is Economics

Economics cover s all kind s of topics . But a t the core it’s

devoted to understanding how society alloca tes its scarce re-

sources . Along the way to studying the implication of scar-

city , economics tries to figure out the 1 , 001 puzzles of eve-

ryday life .

You have undoubtedly as ked a multitude of economic

questions even before you picked up your first textbook on

economics . You might come into your first class with ques-

tion s like these :

Why do people worry about the government budget def-

icit ? What are the effects of the budget deficit on inflation ?

For that mat ter , why do people worry about inflation ? Why

are some people rich and other s poor ? What exactly is a

market economy ? What would happen if we kept foreigners

out of the U nited St ates to“ pro tect”domestic workers and

firms ? Why is it sometimes hard to find a s ummer job ,

Sometimes easy ? How much is it really costing me to go to

college ?

As a scholar ly discipline, economics is two centuries

old . Adam Smith published his path-breaking book“ T he

Wealth of Nations”in 1776 , a year also notable for the De-

cla ration of Independence . Adam Smith’s cont ribu tion was to

analyze the way that markets organized economic life and
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produced rapid economic growth . H e s howed tha t a system

of prices and markets is ab le to coordinate people and busi-

nesses without any cent ral direction . Almost a century lat-

er , as vibrant capitalis t en terprises in railroads , tex tiles ,

and other sector s began to spread their influence into every

region of the world , there appeared the massive critique of

capit alism: Kar l Marx’s“Capital”. In this book Marx pro-

claimed that capitalism was doomed and would soon be fol-

lowed by business depressions , revolu tionary upheavals ,

and socialism . In 1936 , in the t rough of the Great Depres-

sion , however , John Maynard Keynes published“T he Gen-

eral Theory of Employment , In terest and Money”. This

landmark work described a new approach to economics , one

that would help government monet ary and fiscal policies

tame the wor st ravages of business cycles .

In the 1980 s , the wheel turned full circle . T he capital-

ist count ries of the West and socialis t count ries of the East

rediscovered the power of the market to produce rapid tech-

nological changes and high living standards . In the West ,

governments reduced the regula tory burdens on indu st ry and

decontrolled prices . The most dramatic development oc-

curred in East ern Europe , where the peacefu l revolu tion of

1989 forced the socialis t count ries to cast off their cent ral -

planning apparatu s and allow market forces again to spring

up . T he fundamental insigh t of Adam Smith were rediscov-

ered more than two centuries after he wrote The Wealth Of

N ations .
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What exactly is the subject that the economists from

Smith to Marx to the present generation have analyzed ?

H ere are a few definitions of economics:

Economics ask s what goods are produced , how these

goods are produced , and for whom they are produced .

Economics analyzes movements in the overall economy

t rends in prices , output , unemployment , and foreign t rade .

Once s uch t rend s are under stood , economics help s develop

the policies by which governments can improve the perform-

ance of the economy .

Economics is the study of commerce among nation s . I t

helps explain why nations expor t some goods and impor t

o ther s , and analyzes the effects of put ting economic barriers

at national frontie rs .

Economics is the science of choice . It s tudies how peo-

p le choose to use scarce or limited productive resources ( la-

bor , equipment , technical k nowledge ) , to produce various

commodities ( such as wheat , overcoats , concerts , and mis-

siles) , and to distribu te these goods for con sumption .

Economics is the study of money , banking , capital , and

wealth .

T he list is a good one , yet you could extend it many

times over . But if we boil down all these definition s , we will

find a common theme :

Economics is the study of how societies use scarce re-

sources to produce valuable commodities and dist ribu te them

among differen t people .
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New Words

core n .  cent ral or most impor tant part of anything

任何事物之最重要的部分 ,核心部分 ;奉献 (自己 ,

时间 ,精力等 ) ;致力于 ,专门 ,专心 ,献身

allocate vt .  give, p ut on one side , as a s hare or for a pur-

pose  分配 ,配给 ,分配作为⋯⋯专用

implication n .  what is implied , sth . hin ted at or sugges-

ted , but not expressed  含义 ,暗示

scarcity n .  s tate of being scarce; s mallness of supply com-

pared with demand  不充足 ,缺乏 ,供不应求

deficit n .  (尤指钱款之 )不足 ,收支不平衡之数 ,亏损 ,赤字

inflation n .  通货膨胀 ,信用膨胀

domestic ad j .  no t foreign , native, of one’s own count ry  

非外国的 ,国内的 ,本国的

scholar ly ad j .  concerned with seriou s detailed study  专

业的 ,学术的

discipline n .  branch of knowledge; subject of in st ruction  

学科 ,科目

cont ribu tion n .  act of cont ributing , sth . contrib uted  贡

献 ,捐献 ,捐赠

analyze v t .  ( us = lyze) examine ( sth .) in order to learn

what is made up of; study or examine in order

to learn about  分析 ,分析研究

coordinate vt .  make co-ordinate; bring or put in to proper

relation  使平等 ,调和 ,使协调
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