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Albright’s Plan to Visit North Korea

By Barbara Slavin

1950—1953

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State Madeleine Albright will travel
to North Korea in the next few weeks to prepare an unprecedented®
meeting between President Clinton and North Korea’s leader Kim
Jong Il senior U. S. officials said Wednesday.

Such a meeting would mark a dramatic upturn® in relations be-
tween the United States and a country Washington long branded a
pariah® state.

Albright’s visit in itself historic could take place by the end of
this month the senior U. S. officials said. The invitation to her and
to the president was presented by Vice Marshal Jo Myong Rok
Kim’s second-in-command.

Jo in Washington this week is the highest-level North Korean
ever to visit the USA since the two countries fought a bitter war from
1950—1953. The war ended with an armistice® not a peace treaty
and Washington and North Korea still lack formal diplomatic rela-
tions.

A Clinton-Kim summit would be the culmination® of a U. S.
policy of engagement® and would be extraordinary in a number of
ways.

No U. S. president has met a North Korean leader or visited
Pyongyang the North’s Stalinesque capital. The highest previous
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contact was between former president Jimmy Carter and Kim Il Sung
Kim Jong II’s father in 1994 when the two countries were on the
brink of a crisis over the North’s development of nuclear weapons.

An agreement that year to freeze the nuclear program in ex-
change for energy aid was finalized after Kim Il Sung’s death. How-
ever it has taken six years for the son to fully emerge from his
father’s shadow. This summer he altered his reputation as an eccen-
tric® recluse by hosting South Korean leader Kim Dae Jung also a
first.

Critics of U. S. policy toward North Korea say the small com-
munist country has learned to trade meetings for financial aid which
props up@ a repressive system and enables it to avoid economic re-
forms. Supporters of the policy say that the North Koreans have real-
ized that they must reach out and that engagement is the only way to
improve the lot of North Korea’s 22 million people who have suf-
fered years of deprivation and famine.

From USA TODAY
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Bush Gore Hit Trail Again

By Alan Elsner Political Correspondent

WINSTON-SALEM N. C. Reuters — Republican George W.
Bush news-web sites and Democrat Al Gore news-web sites
throw themselves back into the battle for swing states® on Thursday
following their second presidential debate seeking an edge in a race
that is once more a dead heat. @

The latest Reuters/yMSNBC tracking poll® taken before
Wednesday’s debate at Wake Forest University in North Carolina
showed the two candidates deadlocked® each with 43 percent of the
vote.

Bush the governor of Texas was headed for Pennsylvania and
Michigan before appearing on CBS’s* Late Show with David Letter-
man. " Gore the vice president was in North Carolina and Wiscon-
sin.

Polls are tight in all of these states as well as nationally in what
is shaping up as the closest presidential race since Democrat John F.
Kennedy edged® Republican Richard Nixon in 1960. There are now
26 days left until the Nov. 7 election.

Snap® polls showed Bush won Wednesday’s second debate but
analysts were doubtful that the 90-minute encounter would break the
deadlock.

Bush interviewed Thursday on CBS’s* Early Show " said he
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had proved he could compete on foreign policy.“ I think I might
have surprised some people about my ability to converse in foreign
policy. I think a lot about it ” he said.

Gore said he was unworried about instant polls.” Too much em-
phasis is put on the snap polls and focus groups and the like " he
said on ABC’s* Good Morning America. ”

“ Last week the snap polls mostly showed me an overwhelming
winner and then in the days following some people had a different
interpretation. I think that most people will take these three debates
as a group and consider all three and then make up their minds about
how to vote closer to election day " Gore said.

In the debate the candidates underwent a detailed examination
on domestic and foreign policy with Bush attacking Gore’s credibili-
ty® while Gore questioned Bush’s commitment® to health care for
children.

The stakes® were high for Bush because foreign affairs was seen
as an area of vulnerability® for him. Yet he held his own as the dis-
cussion veered® from Russia to Haiti Rwanda to Somalia Colombia
to the Middle East.

“ Bush gained some gravitas©® and probably did enough to pass
the test on foreign affairs. Gore proved he could battle his demons
and stay civil for 90 minutes ” said David Birdsell a political scien-
tist at Baruch College in New York.

The tone of the 90-minute debate was polite compared to the ag-
gressive encounter the two held eight days ago in Boston. They meet
for a third and final debate next Tuesday in St. Louis.

Only at the end did Bush take the gloves off® accusing Gore of
distorting® many of his positions.

“ We all make mistakes. I've been known to mangle® a syllable
or two myself " said Bush purposely mispronouncing the word

syllable. ”

But he added “ T think credibility is important. It’s going to be
important for the president to be credible with the Congress impor-
tant for the president to be credible with foreign nations. Yes I think
it’s something people need to consider — I think this is an issue.”
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Gore replied “ I got some of the details wrong last week in
some of the examples I used. I’'m sorry about that and I'm going to
try to do better. One of the reasons I regret it is that getting a detail
wrong interfered several times with the point I was trying to make. ”

But he insisted his basic points on the state of affairs in Texas
remained correct.

“ The facts were right about Texas ranking dead last in families
with health insurance and 49th out of 50 for both children and
women " he said.

As the debate began the two were offered a chance by moderator
Jim Lehrer to present their views of America’s role in the world.
They agreed that the United States ought to act in a humble fashion
while wielding@ its power.

“ We’re a freedom-loving nation and if we are an arrogant® na-
tion they foreign countries will view us that way but if we're a
humble nation they’ll respect us ” Bush said.

Gore said “ 1 agree with that ... the idea of humility is an im-
portant one. "

The first disagreement came when Bush said he opposed using
U. S. forces for what he termed” nation building.” He specifically
opposed the 1994 U. S. intervention to topple® a military regime in
Haiti.

“ T wouldn’t have sent troops to Haiti. I didn’t think it was a
mission worthwhile. It was a nation-building mission. And it was not
very successful ” Bush said.

Gore replied “ If you have a situation like that right in our back-
yard with chaos about to break out and flotillas® forming to come
across the water and all kinds of violence there right in one of our
neighboring countries there then I think that we did the right thing
there. ”
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Vladimir Putin Spy Turned Politician

By Stephen Mulvey

Vladimir Putin is President Boris Yeltsin’s chosen successor and the
Russian parliamentary election showed he was the people’s favourite too.

Until his appointment in August he was a little known figure
who had spent most of his career working for the Soviet security serv-
ice the KGB including several years as a spy in Germany. In a
matter of weeks he had become the most popular politician in the
country and by the end of the year the acting president®,

®

Mr Putin’s meteoric rise began in 1996 when he was invited to Mos-
cow from St Petersburg to start work in the presidential administra-
tion and became a member of the Yeltsin inner circle known as the

“ family”. By March of the following year he had become deputy
head of the presidential administration and in July 1998 he was ap-
pointed to lead the Federal Security Service one of the successors of
the dismantled KGB®.

1994 deputy mayor of St Petersburg
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1997 deputy head of presidential administration

1998 head of Federal Security Service

1999 secretary of Security Council March  Prime Minister

August  Acting President December

Even in this important position he kept a low profile®. Far from
charismatic® he has an expressionless mask-like face rarely smiles
and speaks softly. For years he had a reputation as a“ grey cardi-
nal”® a man who wields power quietly behind the scenes. But
suddenly in August he was catapulted into the political spotlight®
and the former ¢ ® quickly came to be seen as a man of
action. In response to incursions by Chechen Islamic militants into
neighbouring Dagestan Mr Putin ordered the Russian army to expel
them.

Then blaming the Chechens for a series of apartment-block bomb-
ings in Russian cities he told the troops to continue into Chechnya
to root out and destroy the rebels. In an end-of-year address at a
Kremlin reception he said Russia had been duty-bound to restore na-
tional honour in Chechnya where the Russian army was humiliated
in the conflict of 1994—1996.“ We shall not allow the national pride
of Russians to be trod upon©® ” he said.“ We are sure of the power
and prosperity of our country. ”

@

But despite his current image as a strong man Mr Putin has been en-
dorsed® by some of Russia’s best-known liberals and reformers. His
predecessor as premier Sergey Stepashin described the 47-year-old
as d' decent and honest man” . After the collapse of Soviet Union in
1991 he worked with Mayor Anatoli Sobchak in Petersburg.

Mr Putin’s popularity has soared during the military campaign in
Chechnya. And when Mr Sobchak lost power in 1996 it was another
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reformer Vice-Premier Anatoli Chubais who recommended him for
a job in the presidential administration.

In an essay posted on the internet at the end of December —
seen by many as his manifesto for the presidency®— Mr Putin said
he favoured a market economy but one that was adapted to Russian
conditions.” We can count on a worthy future only if we manage to
naturally combine the principles of a market economy and democracy
with Russia’s realities " he wrote. He said Russians still relied on a
strong paternalistic state® “ There is no point speculating whether
this tradition is good or bad. It exists and remains dominant for now.
This should be taken into account especially in social policy.”

Russia he said was not yet ready for classical liberalism and
would not soon if ever come to resemble the USA or the UK. He
had words of criticism both for Soviet leaders who he said failed to
make the USSR a free or flourishing country and for the post-Soviet
reformers who he said had made avoidable mistakes. However like
Mr Yeltsin before him Mr Putin maintains close relations with many
of these reformers.

In Russia’s recent general election he won the public backing of
the Union of Right-Wing Forces headed by two young liberals for-
mer prime minister Sergey Kiriyenko and former deputy prime minis-
ter Boris Nemtsov. This party’s association with Mr Putin helped it
to take fourth place while the party Mr Putin himself voted for —
the pro-Kremlin Unity bloc — came second. Mr Putin is the first
Russian prime minister with such significant support in parliament.

Although he has now given a statement of his economic and so-
cial policies his abilities in this field remain largely untested. He has
been fortunate that the soaring price of oil has alleviated® Russia’s
perennial cash shortages during his first months in office. His huge
popularity with Russian voters still depends almost completely on mil-
itary successes in Chechnya and this is fraught with risk®.

Though the Russian army has tried to stay out of reach of
Chechen fighters subjecting them instead to a remorseless air bom-
bardment there is a risk that Russian casualties will rise. If they
reach the levels seen in the last Chechen war between 1994 and 1996
Mr Putin among others would take the blame.

This is one reason why the early presidential election caused by
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