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Down with Dumb Ensglish

'/ / Jonologue Warming-up

Look through the pictures for this lesson for an overall image of

the whole thing.

Brainstorming
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\ onologue of Fair Expression

Look carefully at each of the pictures. Think hard and figure
out the story beyond the patterns. Tell yourself each picture story
using body language. Then piece together the individual stories so

that you make a story out of the panorama.

Hint and Model
Read aloud the following and compare each item with the

corresponding picture. This is however just a Fair Expression.

Down with Dumb English

certificate

e L

-mran

Fair Expression
A boy is learning English. There are a lot of books and
dictionaries on his desk.
He reads aloud English texts in the morning.
He reads English books in the afternoon.

In the evening he does piles of English exercises.



Many years later when he is older he has got a number of
diplomas and certificates. He is very happy.
When he meets an English friend he dare not speak to him

and runs away.

'y
/ Jonologue of Good Interpretation

Can you now knit a more vivid story out of the pictures based
on the above Fair Expression Give life to the persons and things so
that people will think you are talking sense if they overhear your

monologue.

Hint and Model

Give a name to the “hero” and make the story sound true.
There are many people like him aren’ t there Think about some of
your classmates who learn English by reading only. Compare your
story with the following of ours. Read aloud ours. It' s interesting to

compare isn’ t it
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to major in English
writing-table

much the same
diploma

pleased with what he has done

to happen to know

campus

to catch sight of Mr. Noakes
let alone. . .

to escape

Good Interpretation

Jack is a college student majoring in English. He does a lot
of reading every day. You can find piles of books and dictionaries
on his writing table.

In the morning he reads English texts. He is quite absorbed
in the texts.

In the afternoon he does much the same things. He just
reads.

He does not stop his English reading till supper time. After

supper he goes to the library and does exercises. He has many
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exercises to do each day.

He learns English like this for four years in the college
before he graduates with a few certificates and diplomas. He is now
very pleased with what he has done.

He has many friends in the college. And he happens to
know Mr. Noakes a teacher from Australia. Now when Jack is
walking on the campus he catches sight of Mr. Noakes. He never
dares to speak English to anyone let alone to a foreigner. So he

escapes in a hurry.

Jonologue of Excellent Representation

You have found two interpretations of the above pictures. But
why don’ t you talk about yourself Or about one of your close
friends You will experience the delight of exposure and satire and

the joy of empathy.

Hint and Model
Be sure that you talk better than the foregoing versions so that

the three differ from one another in aspects proficiency and styles.



.Down with Dumb English 7

When you finish please read aloud the following “ Excellent

Representation” .

junior
in apple-pie order
Newsweek
to be delighted in extensive reading
by any other means
to cover
relaxation
mountains of homework
constant
tremendous
TEM
centre of admiration
to interview

the English Channel of Wuhan TV Station

I never see any point hanging about idly and

chatting.



dorm

By George

[P

Excellent Representation

| am a university student majoring in English. | have
learned English for nine years and now | am a junior. Like other
students | like reading. So every day | do a lot of reading.
Whenever | have free time | open a book and read it. | don’ t think
we can learn anything without books. And | have bought and
borrowed many books and dictionaries all put in apple-pie order on
my desk.

| read newspapers in the morning ——

and my own diaries. I' m

delighted in extensive reading and I’ ve learned a lot from reading.

In the afternoon | read also. How can | learn English by
any other means | read in my dormitory or in the library. My
afternoon reading covers all modern British and American literature.
| like Charles Dickens Thomas Hardy Mark Twain Gertrude
Stein. | love literature so deeply. Oh

| am sorry | have to stop my reading relaxation in the
evening because there are always mountains of homework to do. |
do not complain about the teachers’ assignments. They are

necessary | believe. | write and find other people writing too
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though | don’ t know what they are writing.

Because of my constant reading and exercises | have
made tremendous progress in English. | have passed TEM Test for
English Majors ~ both Band  and Band . | took TOEFL last
summer. | passed by points | have become centre of
admiration in the school. Even the school paper reporters want to
interview me.

| seldom listen to spoken English. When people talk about
BBC VOA the English Channel of Wuhan TV Station and so on |
don’ t know what they are talking about. My classmates
occasionally talk about the English corner and the Manak English
Salon | never see any point of them. It' s utterly a waste of time to
take part in them. ... Excuse me what Mr. Noakes is coming to
our dorm to see me Oh by George | must be off. Tom and

Peter tell him | am in hospital .

5. 8! Dialogue Dril
..* ialogue Dri
Find one or two English speakers for practice. Ask them to
“read” the pictures and ask them questions about some puzzles of
yours real or artificial. Tell them what you think also. Can you

switch a bit away from the picture story and talk with your friends

about the pictures in such ways that associate the things in the
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pictures with your own life Use “1” instead of “a man” for

example.

-0
6.,? EMore Dialogue Drill

Follow the above dialogue pattern and talk with more people

«

about this topic. You can analyse the “ mute learning” from a
linguist’ s point of view. Borrow something from sociolinguistics
communications and pragmatics. Be sure to centre round the

pictures.

Hint
Go to talk about this topic with a graduate a teacher or a
foreign teacher. You can show off all your nice ideas and more

importantly learn something new .



