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ain’t

ain’t non” nonstandard

“ bad” bad word

1988
1992
1992 “ "
1977 “
We ain’t goin’ to Topeka.
T ain’t OK to lose. 1995 3 10

University Daily Kansan
The United States ain’t gonna back down to nobody.

Those you are engaged to ain’t half so near related to you as
we are, Miss Burney FEwvelina

ain’t

Jenny Cheshire 1982 51
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M b
amn 't am not are
The American Heritage

not
Webster’s

Dictionary of the
Dictionary of the English Language

The Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary
1973

English Language 1978
1979

1971  New Cllegiate Dictionary
am not is not are not have not has not

Jespersen 1928 228 300 301 310

Stevens 1954 196 — 201
152  Millward

Quirk and Wrenn 1965 137 140 142 143 151
1989 159 Milroy 1991 20

1. haven’t  hasn’t 18 “ +not”
haven’t  hasn’t
v z ha'n’t h ha'n’t
a'n’t
have
haven’t hasn’t a'n’t
a’n’t
eint ain’t
2. “ am-+not” “ am-+not”
m n ann’t
man mann
ann’t an’t a l mn
el al
ain’t



ain’t

3. aren’t consonant-
group r palsy parelisy Middle
English  base  bace bars Middle English  worsted

'wost1d aren’t r ae er

ai ain’t

4, isn’t 1 isn’t z

1
el Sunday Monday 'sander
'mander el ai ain’t
ain’t
1. ain’t in’t an’t in

amn’t ain’
Oh shut up. They need you to have um more exams and
everything before give you a job in’t it
No that an’t it says he.

Amn’t I after telling you she’s a great help to her mother

2. ain’t et in't
nt eint emn
el ent &en int n 1
ant on
3. am not isn’t aren’t haven’t hasn’t
am is are have has

We ain’t had our lunch. =We haven’t had our lunch.
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We ain’t our lunch at 12, = We don’t have our lunch
at 12.
didn’t
I ain’t see the fight and I ain’t hear the fight.
not
I might be ain’ changed on de outside but I sho is changed

on de inside. Julia Paterkin Scarlet Sister Mary Ch. xxvi

4,

1

1 1
ain’t you ain’t he ain’t she ain’t it ain’t we ain’t they ain’t
amn’t

2 ain’t

123 113 10

3 4 3

2

How come that ain’t working I ain’t got a light Ed.
Women ain’t allowed to look.
3
1
I ain’t seen my man for nearly seven years.
There’s only another two speakers in’t it
2 ain’t  in't
ain’t in't

have be



ain’t

ain’t

in’t

in't

have

be

ain't

have
in't be
. bl
in't
ain’t
()
am 't

ain’t

All right Claudine what have you learnt this week that you

ain’t learnt last week

We've got a park near us

4
@

anywhere any

but there ain’t nothing over there.

anybody anyone anything

one none nothing nowhere no

It ain’t got no pedigree or nothing.

anything

You ain’t no boss.

@

there

It ain’t no man there.

®)

bloody

no—a

nobody no

no=any nothing=

‘cos = because gonna = going to it=

It ain’t no cat can’t get in no coop. that

any cat that can get in a coop.

@

She’s too good for you 1in it

®)

=There isn’t any man there.

=There isn’t
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Well she’s a-gettin’ the black lung now ain’t she
a-gettin’ = getting
Us ain’t um gonna the party.
4 ain’t
have be ain’t
What do you expect you ain’t been round there have you

I ain’t going out with my bird now am I

5 isn’t aren’t haven’t hasn’t
ain’t “ ai not”
5. ain’t
1 ain’t
1 working class
5w »

Milroy 1991 96 ain’t

3 ain’t
“ be
have+not” “ be+ not”
4 ain’t
school-style culture
V-s we does he do There
was't no =any light on.
5 ain’t in't in

street-corner vernacular culture



ain’t —
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2
ain’t
1
“ He is
here’ * If he was here 1 would be happy”
3 ” ain’t “
2 ain’t
@©
@
©) Mr. Miss Prof.
Dr.
3
ain’t
ain’t “" ”

It makes me half-witted which I ain’t. Sir Winston
Churchill

She ain’t what she used to be.



