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Foreword

This beginning-level textbook was created for foreignersto learn spoken Chinese. It starts from ground
zero and isideally suited for a classroom setting. Students will gain the most from this book if they are
active in class and self-motivated to study on their own.

This book focuses on the most common sentences used in daily life and assembles
them in real-life conversations. There are 12 lessons totally , and each lesson
includes 6 sections: a. Practical sentence patterns; b. Text; c. New words and phrases;
d. Communicating; e. Spoken language practice; f. Listening comprehension.

The practical sentence patterns section is the most important part of each lesson and should be
memorized because it is the foundation of this textbook. In the new words and phrases section, you
only need to learn the primary ones listed and not the additiona ones next to each primary.

In each lesson, we’ve composed dialogue conversations around one topic to accelerate the learning
process. We’ve also designed each conversation with an open-ended introduction and closing. In other
words, we teach you how to end conversations on your own initiative, how to refuse or accept
something, and how to start new conversations.

Our goal is for you to be encouraged to speak as much as possible in class. Therefore, the largest
section of each lesson is exercises. This section contains 4 parts.

1. Pronunciation practice. Students will read and listen to different sounds, and then
distinguish the differences between them.

2. Word and sentence pattern practice. Students will study patterns, and substitute different
words as necessary.

3. Communication practice. Students are introduced to different methods of learning
Chinese, i.e. interactive class games, which create a lively environment.

4. Listening comprehension. Listening and speaking are highly interrelated. Students
will learn the meaning of many new words, phrases, and sentences.

This book has translations in English, vocabulary has translations in English,Japanese
(translated by Qingmu Zhibaomei and Nanbo Yuhua) and Korean(translated by Jin
Minger,Zheng Zhuli and Min Gengyuan) both utilize the Chinese pinyin phonetic alphabet
system. All 12 lessons can be completed in 50—60 classroom hours.

I also want to show my special appreciation to Mrs. Rei Tanaka and Madam Zheng
Zhuli and Mrs.Cai Baoying for their help in writing the book.

Li Haiyan
June,2002



Chinese Phonetic
Alphabet 3
Chinese Phonetic Al phabet

Initial Consonant
b p f
d t |
g Kk h
J q X
zh ch sh r
z c S

Simple or Compound Vowel

a| ol e ai| ei ao| ou an| en a ng| eng | ong
i| ia ie iog o iou | ian| in | iang ing | iong
(i)
u| ua | uo ua i| uei ua n| uen | ua ng uen
(ur) (un) g
u ue danp dn
er

Tone
a a a a 0 6 0 o e é e ¢
[ U d 0 u G & 4 u
ma ma ma ma tang tang tang tang
bai bai bai bai xié xié xié xie

Initial Consonant and Simple or Compound Vowel
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Used Words

The Most Frequently Used Words

Ga n bé i!
Xid ox1 n!
Ti ng ché
Bu
Cuo

Mi ng ba i1 le.
Ba ng ba ng wo .
Z& nme ba n?

Dud sha o qia n?

Ta i g ui

W6 € ng bu dd ng .

W6 bu ai hu

Wo bu T da o.

The Most Frequently

(0]

Good!/ Yes!

Yes!/ Right!

No!

Hello!

Thank you!

You are welcome.
Good-bye!/ So long!
Sorry.

Never mind.
Cheers!

Look out!/ Be careful!

Park the car. / Stop the car.

Not correct.

It’s wrong.

I see.

Help me.

What shall I do?
How much is it?
It’s too expensive.

I don’t understand.

I can’t speak Chinese very

well.

I don’t know.

Qi ng shud ma nyi d aPhease speak slowly.

v



10

24

25.

26
27
28
29
30

Qf ng za i shuo vyi a Rardon me, please.

Qf ng xié yi x ar.
Q' ng dé ng Vi h

Xia xi yi h

Zhe = ¢

W6 ydouyi gewenti
Zhé g e ydo ng Ha nyl

z€& nme shuo ?

Please write it.

Please wait a moment.
Have arest.

What'’s this?

I have a question.

How do you say this in

Chinese?



The Most Frequently '
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Lesson 1 Hello!
Lesson 2 Have aMeal
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Lesson 7

Lesson 8

Lesson 9

Lesson 10

Lesson 11

Lesson 12

Tape Script

Vocabulary

Buying Things

What are you going to do this weekend?

Give MeaHand

What about ?

Traveling

Say Good-bye

(88)

(101)

(114)

(127)

(141)

(153)

(165)

(177)
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Lessonl Helo!

Ni  ha o!
Hello!

Ni  jia o shé nme mi ng zi?
What’s your name?

W6 shi Mé igudé rén ni ne?
I’m American, and you?

— /
NI shi xué sheng ma Dui ./Bu .

Are you a student? — Yes, [ am./ No, ’'m not.

W6 za i yi nhAng g o ng zuo .

I work in a bank.

Dui buqt
Sorry!

WO men yO u ké .

We have a class.

Za j§i
Good-bye!

Lesson-One!



Text

ARUF! B
REEA.

In school, at the gate of the teaching building.
M& iké NI ha o!

Ji n Mé& iyu N ha o!

Ma itke NI jia o shé nme mi ng zi?



Lesson One 3
J n M

(D¢
zl
c/
=
O«

shi  H& ng ud ré n.

Li Dong came by bicycle.

Li Do ng Ma ike , ni men ha o!
Ma itke Shi LI Dong a, ni hao!
Li DO ng Zzhe we i xid ojié shi
Ma itkée Ta jiao Ji nM
wO de td ng xué .
Li Dong N hao! Wo jiaolLi
DO ng .

<

T nMéiyu N hao! Ni shi- zZhd ng
g ué ré n?

Li D6 ng Dui
Ji n Mé iyu NI shi xué sheng ma ?
Li Dong Bu, wd za i yi nhd ng
g 0 ng zuo .
Ma itké Dui bugi , wO men y0 u ke

Li DO ng Hao, za ijia n.
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1. () ni {

you

New Words and Phrases

2. () jiao

be called ; named { My name is Mike.
3. ( ) shé nme {
what What’s your name?
What class?
{
What’s the matter?
{
4 ( ) mi ng zi {
name your name
5 ( ) wo
I;me
6 ( ) ne {
And you? / What about you?
y y
7 ( ) shi {
to be Iam......



8. ( )rén
person

9. ( ) ni men
you

10. ( ) zhé
this

11. ( ) we i
(to say the number of person)

Lesson One

Chinese
American
Japanese

Korean

Hello!

You are......

this book

a teacher

a friend

Miss Li
Miss Wang

one lady a lady



13. () ta
she

14. () de

15. ( ) té ng xué
classmate

16. ( ) dui
correct ; right ; yes

17. ( ) xué sheng
student

18. ( ) ma
(convert sentences to a question)

my name
my friend

her teacher

aclassmate

my classmate

a student

Peking University students

How are you



19. () bi
not ; no

20. ( ) za i
be (in some place)

21. ( ) yi nha ng
bank

22. ( ) g 0 ng zuo
work ; job

23. dui buqi
sorry

2. ( ) you
have

Lesson One

not good

not correct ; wrong

7

Where does she work?

I work in a bank.

Bank of China

Commercial Bank

What is your job?

my job

I have a class.
I have a classmate.

There isn’t anyone here.



