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L esson 1

The Initials and Simple Finals in Modem Chinese

The phonetic unit of modern Chines is a syllable, which is composed of an initia, a final

and atone .

1. The Inttials

21 ( ):
The consonant that begins a syllable is called an initia and there are 21 of them in modern

Chinese (the international Phonetic Alphabet in the brackets):

b [p] P [p ] m[m] f[f]
d [t] t ['t] n [n] | [1]
z [ts] Cc [ts] s [s]
zh[t ] chit ] sh{ ] r[]
j[t] q[t ] x []
g [k] k [k ] h [x]

: . ()ou( )

Syllables without initias are called syllables with zeroinitials, g. ( ) andou ( )

2. Simple Finals

The element after theinitia in a Chinese syllable is the final .

The final with only one vowel is called a simple final and there are Sx of them:

ala ofo] ef[] P[] wuflu 4TJy]



Exercises

Read the following initials:

p m f
t n I

z C S

zh ch sh r
j q X

g Kk h

Read the following finals:

a e, e a
a 0, o a
e 0, o e
| u, u |

| u, u |
u u, u u

Read the following syllables:
bo po mo fo
de te ne le
ge ke he
Contrast the sounds of the initials in each of the following
groups:

z C S
] X

z C S

zh ch sh
] q X

zh ch sh



Read the following table:

z = 33 3
2322322323232 S 33£8£&¢:
8 & E B & E = = T X

gopogey e 8g8Ls4a0
8R8ESe
fgfogugaggg v ggfgs
QQE-T2Cc-Dxc -0 xNO®FEGH -




L esson 2

Compound Finals and Finals with Nasal Endings
and Rules of Spelling

1. Compound Finals

, 13

Finals made up of two or three vowels are compound finals and there are 13 of them:

a [a] a0 [au]

ou [ou]

e [d]

ia [ia] ie [ie€] iao [iau] iau [iou]
ua [ua] uo [uo] uai [ua] uei [uel]
e [y]

2. Finals with Nasal Endings
-n [n] -ng [ ] ,

16
Finals with nasal endings are finas followed by -n [n] or - ng [ ] and there are 16 of

them:
an [an] ag [a]
ong [u ]
en [ n] eng [ ]
in  [in] ing [i] ian [in] lang [ia ] iong [yu ]

uen [u nj ueng [u ] uan [uan] uang [ua ]

e day ay , e [e] ie ue e , [ ]
d is pronounced in the same way a8 ay” it day’ and the ein ei isthe half-high [e] Theeinieandie, with the tongue position
alittle lower, is the half-low [ ] .

4



un [yn] uan [y n]

3. Rules of Spelling
(1) 1@ : Y,
When there is no initial before the final i or i in a syllable, we add the quasi-initial y before
thefina, g.
Y/ u_ ue_ yue
i , y

When there is no initial before acompound final started with i in a syllable, we change i into

the quag-initia y, g@.
lao - yao iou— you

(2) u : w (U-wi) W u
(ua-wa, wai-wai) .
When thereis no initial before afina started with u, we add the quasi-initial w before the fi-
na (u-wu) or in placeof u (la-wa, uai-wai) .
(3) @ j g xy , :
When afina started withl is preceded by j g x or y, thetwo dots abovel are dropped,

ju, qu, Xxu, xun, yuan

(4) iou, uel iu, ui, uen un,
When preceded by initials, the finals iou and uel are shortened as iu and ui respectively while

uen is written as un, g.

| +iou- liu h+ uei- hui g +uen-gun
Exercises
1. : Read the following table:
a o e ai ei a0 ou | an en ang eng ong
i ia e lao iu ian in lang ing long
u ua uwo uai Ui uan un uang ueng
u ue dan Un




Exercises on compound finals:

ai ei ao ou ia ie a0  ua uo uai ui ue
] jia jie jiao ue
g ga ge qgao que
X Xia xie Xiao xue
Z zai zei zao zou Zuo Zui
C cai cao cou Cuo Cui
S sai sa0 sou suo sui
zh |[zhai zhei zhao zhou zhua zhuo zhuai zhui
ch |chai chao chou chuo chuai chui
sh |shai shei shao shou shua shuo shuai shui
r rao  rau ruo rui
Discriminate the following syllables:
lan—Ilang, ben—beng, jin—jing, gin—qging, Xun—xiong
bai—bei, liao—Iiu, guai—qui, Xia—xie, SUO—sSu

Write the following syllabes according to the rules of spelling:

|-
u_,

u-

ian _
uo _,

ue_

iong -
.,

uan _,

iou _
uai _,

un_,

e

uei_,

uen_, ueng.,

uang _,




L esson 3

Tones

Among the components of a Chinese syllable, there is the tone besides the initial and the fi-

nal . Altogether there are four tones:

the first tone the high tone
the second tone the rising tone
the third tone the low tone
the fourth tone the faling tone
N ( )
In writing, we use the tone marks-, ', ”, "~ on the main vowel (the one pronounced the

loudest and with the mouth widest open), g.
m m m m (mother, hemp, horse, to curse)
[ R (dust, cancer, dwarf, love)
gng gng gng qng (pistol, wall, to snatch,
to irritate respiratory organs)
w th W tw (to push, dispirited, leg, to retreat)
Syllables with same initias and finals but in different tones usually have different meanings .
; 1 2 3 45
The tone is the variation of one s pitch . If we draw avertica line
to represent the range of the variation of one s pitch and divide it into
four equal partsfrom the low end upward with five points, thenl, 2,
3, 4, 5 represent the low, middledow, middle, middle-high and
high pitch respectively . See the chart below:
5 high



