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Preface

For most foreign students of Chinese, measure words are
perhaps one of the major problems to deal with throughout their
studies. It is either because there are so few equivalents of Chinese
measure words in the students’ respective mother tongues that the
students simply have no set notion about them,or because the stu-
dents can only gain access to a limited number of measure words in
their textbooks, which often lack a way for them to learn the rest
of the commonly used measure words systematically.

Improving on its first edition of 1993, Learning Chinese
Measure Words, this book has been revised to help foreign students
solve this problem in a better way. It is intended mainly for learn-
ers of Chinese language who require particular help in broadening
their knowledge of the connotations and the different uses of Chi-
nese measure words. The book can also be used by those inventive
teachers, who are interested in using the audio-visual approach in
their teaching, as a source book for making slides and video-record-
ing scripts.

For this revised edition, 178 commonly used measure words
have been included, compared with the 143 measure words selected
for the previous edition.

Other differences between this edition and its previous one
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are: the situational passages and dialogues as well as the new
words are removed; instead, more measure word phrases
accompanied by their pinyin form and English equivalents have
been provided. Synonym discrimination is made when necessary

for better understanding and use of these measure words.

The Author
December, 2000



H *

Contents
ﬁ‘ﬁ%‘ ..................................................................... I
Proface  oreeereererrmenienttiseetaerert et et aaraaaa.. il
BHATRIHZRE|  coeevrvreeeeiinrriie ittt ee e e e q
An Alphabetical List of Measure Words
TE L vvveeeeeeon ottt e e e 1—166
The Dictionary
BEBIAREEDE e 167—218
Collocations of Commonly Used Measure Words and Nouns
ENEFIFEACE  --oeerrrerrrrrrrrrineereiiiii e 219—225

Collocations of Commonly Used Measure Words and Verbs



Vi

& i W B %R 9l

An Alphabetical List of Measure Words

B 1 C

ﬁg 00 BRRRERRRRITTETES 1 ﬂﬂ- CQ  rerreeeeens 16
ﬂI_JJ L DAr ereeeeeeeees 5 2 oéng ......... 17
P DAN  cerereeenens 6 \ ﬁ CNA srevrerrenes 19
B DN erereerenes 7 ] % chang ««+++ 20
;;[g DAN  erereeeneen 7 \ iﬁ ohéng ......... 22
fg pang «e-ereeeeeee 8 | H Chg «-vevveveeee 23
£, DAQ  creerreeenes 9 Ak CRUL erereeeenes 24
#y DAQ ceverreeens 10 $ chudin -« 24
g D] erreeerenes 10 % ohudng ...... 25
Z;g PDEN ceereeeeees 11 {j( CJ servrrrrenrens 26
% [0 IEERERRRRRPRR D 12 M oéng ......... 26
I DiGN  seeeeeees 13 [ %fg Ol reerereeenes 27
})‘i 070 NREERRRRREEEE: 14 \ it CUD rererreeres 28
#* VT 14 l

%{3 DU seveeeeeenes 15 \



B m IR IX
+

7

ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁgm

B RE

D
QA ceeeereenens 29
déu ............ 30
dangzi - 31
ddo ............ 31
dT ............... 33
d Ién ......... 34
d lé ............ 36
d]’ng ......... 37
dong  cereeeees 38
d[”u ......... 38
do ............ 39
dudn ......... 39
dUT ............ 41
dui ............ 43
aln ceeereeeenes 44
dué ............ 45
F
fO ............ 46
fan «ecoeveeeee 46

5r
fr
#

H

Az

Ha|
=

ERMBESIEE

IR =T

FBN weveevreees 50
FON cerveerennns 51
féng oo 33
FU  veremernens 54
FU  erreeerenens 55
FU veerarrennes 56
G
ge  ceeeeeeeee 58
gBN wreeeeeenes 62
QU e 63
QUG weeeeeeeenes 65
QuUan  seeeeeees 66
QUAN  eeeeeee 66
01U o JRITRRRRPPRRS 67
H
hang -eeeeeeee 67
NG eerreeenns 68
AU reeeereneees 69
AU ceereernenes 69
AUT eeverrreees 69



ic

il

gf of & m EOE OB FOE BN

B

NUG +-eemmeeeees 70
J
JIRIIEITIETIRRIS 71
JT emereeeneennen 71
JT eeeeeeeneenn 71
J 1o IEREEETERPRPPS 72
JIG reeeeeeeenn 73
JIAN seeeeeereens 74
JIAN seeeeenennns 75
JIE  eeeereeree 77
JI€  ereenieenns 77
Ji&  eeeeereennns 79
JU reeeeeneneans 80
J[VIEETEREREPEPRTS 80
JU rerereeeeenns 80
JUén ......... 81
Judn ......... 82
K
KB  eeeereeeens 82
K&  ceveeeverees 83

iR

B

i

W HEBE2E

=

I X E

CHR g4
KE  ceereneenens 84
KOU coerrreneees 85
KUG  seveeeree 87
KON eevereeeees 88
L
[T sereereennneeen {9
Ildng ......... 90
| je  srerereeenn 91
i eeeevevenees 91
LIL  cvreemenenes 92
[N cesevvveeres 92
JUQ  sereerrreres 92
M
ME| -rreverenens 93
lﬂén ............ 94
MIiAN  ceeeereee 95
nﬂng ......... 95
MO ceerrenennes 96



gt e

o
<

HFETFTHE

B EEE

P \ S
oJo] IERREITRPERTE 97 ‘ o5 shan «reeeeeee 112
o ToIERRLRIRRPRLE 08 \ A ShAO weeveeeee 112
an ............ 99 % shén -+ re 113
DT ............ 100 )?5 shéng ...... 113
O] sereeeeeeees 102 H ShOU +eeveeeee 114
pian reeeeee 103 ﬁi shy  «ereeeeee 114
DIAN eeeeeees 104 pye shuang -+ 115
Dlé ......... 106 F<4 T rerreereees 117
ping e 107 il SOU e 117
BT SUO e 118

Q T
i oo 107 = LA cereeeerees 119
. % tan  ceeeeeeee 120

QU seeereeeen 108 . )

qudn ......... 108 % tgng ......... 121
Q(Jn ......... 109 i tong """""" 121
= £AO e 123
2% LIQO ceeeeeees 125
R i 1= RERERRRRTES 127
Wy ting e 128
POQ  seeereees 111 fﬂ; tTng ......... 128




BT FME S B o E o E

S

fia

tong e 128
téng ......... 129
téng ......... 129
tOng ......... 129
téu ......... 130
tUOn ......... 130
W
de ......... 131
WAN  seeeeeees 131
Wél ......... 132
wejl ceeeeee-s 132
WEe|  erreeeens 132
WO seerereecees 134
X
X|  reeeeceeenns 135
XiQ  eeeeeeee- 135
xidn ......... 137
xiang oo 137
Xlé ......... 140
XU coeereeerees 142

Ao 3R E N

FEETF OG R IR N E E

it

Y
V6 BRELETETEPES 143
yén ......... 143
ydng ......... 144
YO reereeeenes 144
YUAN weereeens 145
Z
bde 145
V- B 146
zhan «-------- 147
Zhan «+eeev--- 147
zhang  ------ 147
Zh&n «--veveee 149
Zhen eeeecees 150
ZNT coreerreees 151
ZRT eeeeereeees 152
ZNT servveeeeens 154
zhong e 155
vdelo VD 158
ZhD ......... 158



T
i3

FJL

ZhL] ......... 158
zhuang -« 159
zhudng -+ 159
ZhU(—) ......... 159
yA | AREREEEEREEER 160

-

Z0ng e 160
ZU ereereneenns 162
ZUN - ereeeeees 162
ZUQ e 163
ZUOD  rreeees 164



% &7

AFIEERSEIEFHER,
For articles of everyday use or instruments with
a handle.
i ba chazi
—{EXF Y
a fork
% vi bd chéhl
a teapot
- i b& chdnzi
—fugF Y
a shovel
R yI ba chizi
a ruler
T yi ba chuizi
a hammer
i bd datiqgin
—{EREH Y a
a cello
i b danzi
—qmpy Y
a duster
- vi ba ddo
it a knife
— yi bG erhu
—H

a two-stringed Chinese

bowed instrument

I o
—ATBE,?? lez(: <J>f| C;:iislors; shears
e
—iEEE Zlbf)oi nioozhou
e yi bd shanzi

a fan



AL yi bd shaor

a ladle; a spoon
—‘*E?*ﬁ yi bd shéuqidng

a pistol
. yi bd shiizi
mﬁi% a comb
yi bd shudzi
—_ |
el a brush
L yi bd sudnpdn
TE%:E an abacus
—_Hua yi bad sud
e a lock
- Hy yi bd yaoshi
B R  key
L yi bd yizi
Ly a chair

L HITRE A y1 bd yusdn
fErﬁ# an umbrella
AT ERFREMENKE.
> For a quantity of things that can be held in one
hand.
. N yi bd chdopido
{2 a handful of bank notes

SR et e s
AT Zlh;):dfgulljii lmelon sceds
Y
A
—HldER Zlhgfdﬁgfo lieeks

4 yi bd kuadizi
S a handful of chopsticks




TR yi ba mi

TE/K a handful of rice
Pk yi ba shazi

%EE,/ ki a handful of sand
- yi ba téng

TE% a handful of sweets

‘4%%ﬁ y] bd toufa

a handful of hair

. yi ba tl
et a handful of dirt
E

a handful of snow

AT EHMREY, BURRR T,
“ For some abstract nouns such as strength, age,
etc. It is used with the numeral — only.

— AL yi bd jinr

great strength

- s vi ba ligi
£ L great strength

advanced age

| 8RR, IR R RF—",
* For some figurative nouns and used only with the
numeral —.

RIG—{L BB —IERIEK

KO de yi bd biti yi bd yanléi de
to cry tearfully

R —EEkT

shdu chéng vi ba glitou le

to become a person of skin and bone
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T —Hk
fangle yi b& hud
to have set (a house) on fire

it —fe
guo yi bd yin

to one’ s heart’s content

BAFITEANBRZALRMEE S

' For indicating the level of ability or performance
in a peron’s work, especially those with special
skills.

b FE R T

TG zhénshi yi bd hdoshdu.
He is really a skillful man.
(BT {1/ 8

Ta shi yi bd néngshdu.
She is a capable woman.

AFHEFHREENE BRART

| &6 L]
i [}

For actions done with the hand. it is used only
with the numeral —.

. X yi ba tidn
Ptk Y

to wash one’s face

= 3
%?ﬁg—‘:fﬂ bang ta yi bd

to give him a helping hand

to pull him with a jerk
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1 BFHERENBE-ENEHE,

For vegetables, plants or a bunch of long narrow
objects gathered closely together.

F*?E]JL&% yi bar pbdeadi

a bunch of spinach

. - yi bdr gudmian
%BJL&E a bunch of dried noodles

B " yi bar jitcal
LILAER a bunch of leeks
L yi bar kudizi

a bundle of chopsticks

LA yi bar xianhud

a bunch of fresh flowers

_?EJLég yi bar xidngjiéo

a bunch of bananas

| mL
B AT R - TFIR AR,

Both are used for a quantity of things that can
be held in one hand.
P i ZRTIRBUE AR,
8 is often used for things scattered.
e TR — R ESE, HEA T R
*o
E.g. She took hold of a bunch of spinach and

then bundled it up with a straw rope.

EILT SRR EZMIRIART,




