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Preface

When one visits China, to work or to study, having no knowl-
edge of the Chinese language can be very inconvenient . It is our
hope that this handbook will satisfy many of the basc needs of for-
eigners trying to communicate in China .

The handbook is composed of 30 chapters of useful everyday
Chinese . The am is to help foreigners with basic communication .
Chinese phonetic alphabet and English trandations are provided to
help those unfamiliar with the language .

This handbook is aso intended for language learners who have
already acquired some knowledge of Chinese, and want to further
their study systematically . The expressions and sentences listed are
intended to reflect real-life situations, offer linguistic variety and
choice, thus enabling learners to communicate in different social set-
tings more competently .

Basic drill patterns are included for practice, and two cassette
tapes are avail ale .

We would like to thank Minna Vilkunafor her generous asss-
tance of the English proofreading of the book .

The Editors
May 1993






Guide to the Use of the Handbook

The underlined portion of the basic sentence may be substituted
by the alternative words (or other suitable words you have mas-
tered) within the rectangular frame .

For your convenience the same word may appear under different

topics .

In Chinese phonetic alphabet tones for words y” ( =one) and
“ " (= no) are marked according to needed change in tone, al

other words are marked with their origina tones .
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1
Yiyan

Talking about Languages
1.W i dng Hany .
| don t understand Chinese .
2 Wb hi hi sho Hanya .

| can t speak Chinese .

3.Dubug, W tngoubng i de ha .

| m sorry, | don t understand you .

4 W5 de niyi sh R .

My native language is French .

Y ngyli D2 ya

English German
Eyi H B nyl

Russian Dutch

Xk@anawy

Spanish
ARy

Arabic




Y chuil yi CA iyl

| talian Danish

Rit Oy yi

Por tuguese

5 W zhn hu sho ydanr Hany .

| can only speak a little bit of Chinese .

6 Wb de Hamyd lEn lu hlo.

| don t speak Chinese very well .
7 Wb Hanyi ddng de lu dw .

| don t know very much Chinese .

8 Wb aang laisih xé Hanyl .

| have just begun to learn Chinese .

9.N sho skerme?
?

Pardon ?

10 Qng m shwd nan ydanr .

Could you please speak little bit slower .
11 ng n zi sho y ban, o ma?

Will you say it again, please?

12 .N de ha w i ch dng.

| don t quite understand you .
2



13 W6 néi mingbai h de ysi.

| didn t understand your meaning .

14 W de Byn Enhi ldo.

My pronunciation is not very good .

Yu En dw Kinnan

have alof of trouble (with my pronunciation)

15 Wb jngcdlang hii shiwaw .

| often make mistakes when | speak Chinese .

16 Wb shdo de dui nma?
?

Did | say it right ?
17 .z p ha KRi Yu bé de shoh nma?
?
Is there any other way to say it ?
18.N reng i réng xB xala ¢gi w kanylkan?
?
Can you write it for me, please ?
19 W reng lkan, lu reng sho .

| can read Chinese, but can t speak it .

20 Wb sho Yngylt m réng ddng ma?
t)

Can you understand if | speak English ?




21 .N reng sho Yngyo ma?
2

Can you speak English ?
22 Neng shwo ydanr.

A little .



2
Rij ng
Entering the Country
1.Qng clush n de hmzlao.

Your passport, please .

ganzleng gwing ganzeng yifing jézlong zte ngshu

visa transit visa vaccination certificate

2.Gi mn.

Here you are .

3.Nrengkangwd zo yxaa QoOj UWbingske de én ma?
?

Could you please help me to find the International Travel Service

people ?
fny R igan ga nyian y ské ng clun gde
an interpreter a customs official a doctor a taxi




4 .Qng cBng yxa .

Wait a moment, please .

5.W ki Zlhnggw @Gnja Gangjaohi .

| came to take part in the Guangzhou Export Commodities Fair .

(you guLNg.é ng XUe X
to tour to make a sightseeing trip to study
j nxu QP NgzWw
to take a refresher course to work
lkan @ ngyou lkan g ngi A O & oy O uz

to visit friends to visit relatives  to do bugness to invest

6.N disén 2i Zonggd dii ddjii ?
?

How long are you planning to stay in China ?

7 Wb diswan chi ersh tan zwyu .

| m planning to stay about twenty days .

8 WO yYu manyanzeng .

| have got a L aissez-passer .

9.N de xngli dbu cho le ma?
?

Has all your luggage arrived ?
6



10 .Zzke shh i de xangzi ma?
2

I's this your suitcase ?

11 Zlexe xngli du sh wo de.

All these suitcases are mine .

zke ngjan danp a NgXi Wi pn kAo

credentials bills things articles bags

12 . N yYu senme dbngxi xiyao xang haigan ssenlao ma?
?

Do you have anything to declare ?

13 . Qng tan yxa oijng sken@aodin .

Please fill out this Disembarkation Card .

cluijng skenla odin xngli wapn skenlaodin

Embarkation Card Luggage Declaration Form

14 Qngwen, ze y BAn Z2mme tan?
?

Excuse me, could you tell me how to fill in this part ?
15 .Zkeyang tan dit ma?
?
I's this right ?
16 Qng & zle@g xangzi dilai ang w lankan .




Do you mind opening this cuitcase ?1 d like to have alook .

kAo ke zi a ngxi iz

bag box thing sack

17

18

19

20

Zhexe cbu sh wd i yng de.

All these things are for my persona use .

N de §én wipn hib skangshi .

You don t have to pay any duty on persona belongings .
Zrege xao mo 1 sh skéenme?
?
What is in this small bag ?
Zrexe sh w dhi Ggi jaen de 1w .

These are the gifts for my family .

[® ngyou O ngxLe Y uen gnqi

friend classmate friend relative

21

22

GEnjl gudng, zkexé wipn bxa skangshu .

According to the regulations, you must pay duty on thes
things .
WO yng@i stang dwskao shi ?
?
How much duty should | pay ?
8



