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Crying Ospreys

Merrily the ospreys cry,

On the islet in the stream.
Gentle and graceful is the girl,
A fit wife for the gentleman.

Short and long the floating water plants,
Left and right you may pluck them.
Gentle and graceful is the girl,

Awake he longs for her and in his dreams.

When the courtship has failed,

Awake he thinks of her and in his dreams.
Filled with sorrowful thoughts,

He tosses about unable to sleep.

Short and long the floating water plants,

Left and right you may gather them.

Gentle and graceful is the girl,

He'd like to wed her, the gin and se * playing.

* Two traditional Chinese musical instruments, rather like the zither;
the former has seven strings and the latter twenty-five sirings.



Short and long the floating water plants,

Left and right you may collect them.

Gentle and graceful is the girl,

He’d like to marry her, bells and drums beating.
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The Peach Tree Is Slender and Sturdy

The peach tree is slender and sturdy,
Flaming red are its blossoms.

The girl is getting married,

Most suitable for the house.

The peach tree is slender and sturdy,
Luscious and abundant is its fruit.
The girl is getting married,

Most suitable for the home.

The peach tree is slender and sturdy,
Exuberant and green are its leaves.
The girl is getting married,

Most suitable for the family.
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Gathering Plantain

Gathering plantain,
Here we go plucking it;
Gathering plantain,
Here we go picking it.

Gathering plantain,
Quick fingers strip it;
Gathering plantain,
By handfuls pull it.

Gathering plantain,
Here we fill skirts with it;
Gathering plantain,
Belt up full skirts!
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