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A Brief Introduction to Public
Security in China

The Ministry of Public Security of the People’s
Republic of China is an important component part of
our state power and one of the instruments of the
people’s democratic dictatorship. Itis, underthe lead-
ership of the State Council , the highest people’s police
agency in charge of public security and giving guid-
ance to the people’s police throughout China. The
people’s police is an armed administrative force to
maintain public order. Under the ministry . there are
10 functionmbureaux and other organizations, such as
the International Cooperation Bureau, the Personnel
Administration Department , and the General Of fice.
In addition, the Ministry of Public Security runs some

universities and several research institutes.

The Principal Duties of the People’s

Police Agencies Are as Follows

—to prevent, curb and investigate sabotage of the socialist
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system and other criminal offences;

—to engage in administrative work for maintaining public
order, including residence registration, traffic regulation, border
security, entry and exit registration;

—to be responsible for pretrial interrogation and the man-
agement of detention centers;

—to carry out fire-fighting and supervise fire prevention;

—to investigate, handle and prevent accidents and cases of
public security risks;

—to safeguard leaders of the state, foreign VIPs, key de-
partments and important installations and facilities;

—to instruct units, organizations, enterprises, institutions,

mass organizations in public security work.
Structure of the People’s Public Security Agencies

—the Ministry of Public Security

— Public Security Departments of Bureaux of the Provinces,
Autonomous Regions and Municipalities

—City and Prefectural Public Security Bureaux or Offices

— Branch Bureaux of City Districts and County Bureaux

—Local Police Stations

The local public security agencies are responsible for public
security in their respective localities. They accept the dual lead-
ership of the corresponding local people’s government and higher
public security agencies. However, they are mainly under the
leadership of the local people’s government at the corresponding

levels. There are also specific public security agencies in railway,
. 2 .



Unit One

traffic, civil aviation, forest units, and other public security a-
gencies responsible for public security in their respective units.
They are under the administrative leadership of their units and
the professional leadership of higher public security agencies.
They cooperate closely with the local public security agencies.
To serve the people wholeheartedly is the fundamental pur-
pose of public security work in China. To protect the people’s
democracy, security and other legislative rights and interests is
an important function of the People’s Police Agencies. Relying
on the masses in maintaining public order is a fine tradition of the

Chinese public security work.
Residence Registration

Public security agencies are responsible for residence regis-
tration. Local police stations are the basic units in charge of resi-
dence registration, which involves registration of permanent resi-
dence, temporary residence, birth, death and cancellation of reg-
istration, change of residence both in and out of the district as
well as registration of corrections of the changes. Since 1986,
the enforcement of an Identify Card System has started in our
country, which is an important reform in our residence registra-
tion and helps apply modern techniques in furnishing accurate da-

ta for vital statistics as a means to serve socialist construction.
Traffic Control

The main tasks for urban and rural traffic control are:
—to adopt comprehensive traffic control under the leader-

ship of people’s governments of all levels;
. 3 .
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—to adequately educate people to pay enough attention to
traffic safety;

—to amplify laws and regulations concerning traffic and
strictly control traffic according to law;

—to better utilize existing highways by adopting scientific
management and rational traffic control;

—to perform duty in a strict but polite manner.

Public Orders Administration

The chief function of public order administration is to safe-
guard public order and to ensure social tranquility. Its adminis-
trative activities are carried out in accordance with the state laws

and regulations and the general plan of the public security work.
Criminal Investigation

Criminal investigation in China is a component part of public
security. Its main task is to investigate and crack criminal cases,
to control and prevent criminal offences and activities so as to
maintain public order, defend the safety of state wealth and safe-

guard the security of people’s life and property.
Border Defense Organs

In the Chinese ports that are open to the world, there are
checkposts, frontier stations and border police stations responsi-
ble for public order in the border area. There are also check-
points at airports in charge of luggage inspection, the airfield
safety control and anti-hijacking.

o g4 .
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Fire-fighting and Fire Prevention

In the work of fire-fighting, we have carried out a policy of
putting prevention in the first place and combining fire fighting
with fire prevention. The main characteristics of fire-fighting
work in China are as follows:

—to mobilize and rely on the masses to prevent and fight
fire on their own;

—to organize fire-fighting at several levels, with special
protection given to important places, so as to divide the work
load and delineate clear responsibilities;

—to educate the people and to popularize the knowledge of

fire prevention so as to strengthen the consciousness of the masses to

carry out all management on fire-fighting according to the law.
People’s Police Ranks

Commissioner-General
Deputy Commissioner-General
Commissioner First Class
Commissioner Second Class
Commissioner Third Class
Supervisor First Class
Supervisor Second Class
Supervisor Third Class
Superintendent First Class
Superintendent Second Class
Superintendent Third Class
Constable First Class
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Constable Second Class

Useful Words and Expressions

component /kom'pavnent/ 7. ,
bureau /'bjuorsv/ n. (pl. dbureaus  bureaux
curb /kab/ w. , , ,
sabotage /'seebota:z/ n. ,
pretrial /pri'traal/ adj.
interrogation /intersa'derfn/ n. )
detention /di'tenfn/ n. ;
installation / 1nsta'leifn/ n. , ,
autonomous /o:'tpnomoas/ adj. ,
municipality /mjomnisi'peeloti/ n. )
prefectural /pri:'fekforal/ adj. .
locality /lsu'keelat1/ n. . )
dual /'djusl/ adj. ) )
aviation /ervi'erfn/ n. ,
cancellation / keenso'leifn/ n. , ,
amplify /'eemplifar/ v. ,
rational /'reefonl/ adj. )
tranquility /treep'kwilotr/ n. )
delineate /di'liniert/ v. N
commissioner /ko'mifona/ n. ,
deputy /'depjot1/ n.
supervisor /'suipovaizo/ n. , ,
superintendent /su:porin'tendont/ n. ,
constable /'kanstabl/ n.

. 6 -
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1. Under the ministry, there are 10 function-bureaux and
other organizations, such as the International Cooperation Bu-
reau, the Personnel Administration Department, and the General
Office. ) N .

2. to engage in administrative work for maintaining public
order, including residence registration, traffic regulation, border
security, entry and exit registration; .

N N 3 , administrative

3. to be responsible for pretrial interrogation and the man-
agement of detention centers;
; , “pretrial” trial pre , “trial”
“ N 7, 1997, )
4. They accept the dual leadership of the corresponding lo-
cal people’s government and higher public security agencies.

( )

5. To serve the people wholeheartedly is the fundamental
purpose of public security work in China.
6. to better utilize existing highways by scientific manage-
ment and rational traffic control; s )
s R “better” R
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Exercises

I . Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.

under the leadership of in charge of curb
mobilize rely on dual in accordance with

amplify delineate engage in

1. The witness for the defense the features of the

murderer in court.

2. He was left the shop while the manager was a-
way.
3. Mother tried her best to her anger but in vain

while Tom broke the vast again.
4. Marry introduced her teacher, Prof. Smith to us, his

role as composer and conductor won him our re-

spect.
5. After his graduation, he has politics.
6. Our dean retired last week. I had worked him for

many years.

7. Nowadays we increasingly computers in
many fields, such as science, medicine and education.

8. The troops received orders to , so soldiers all felt
excited and a little nervous at the same time.

9. Tom asked for a divorce to his wife because he felt bored to
always acted her wishes.

10. We must ask you to your statement.

. 8 .



