The pecious gift of English was once befane,
And | didin’t cherish,
Then I lost the gift and founégret.

Thewe’s nothing in this world so bitter as loss of chance.

So take this swdrand cut down my that!
And be quick!
If God in heaven could give me the gift onceemor
These thee wods to English...
| Love Yu.
If the buden of time must weigh on love,
Then...

10,000 years!
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| ntroduction

TALKING UPand PUTTING DOWN in English

English is a colourful language that, in an argument, is like fight-
ing with a swordYou have to master dérent skills of attack and
defense when locked in battle with an opponéott may need to do
this when confronted by an enemy or would like to persuade people
to think or do something.

In this book we will deal with two aspects of the language:
Boasting and Put-downs, both of which are used to great effect by
many people in every country all over the world.Firstly an introduc-
tion to boasting:

What is boasting?
Almost every man wastes part of his life in attempts to dis-
play qualities which he does not possess.
-- Samuel Johnson

The dictionary states boasting (flytingp speak with exag-
geration and excessive pride, esp. about oneself. Boasting usually
refers to a particular ability, possession, etc. that may be one of such
kind as to justify a good deal of pridkccording to Boswortfoller,

a well known educationalist, a flyte is a “scandal, contention, strife”;
a flitere “a brawler, wrangler, schismatic”; and flyte-craft “the art of
disputing, logic.” The common term “flyte” derives from Old Scottish.



Boasting is usually referred to in speech to say something is
better than something else, such as “my apple is bigger than your
apple”. But it can involve more than words, as boasting in your action
is just as possible. The man with the fast sports car seems to be
boasting about his wealth when he speeds off at the traffic lights to
impress a few girls nearby or in the gym two muscular guys have a
silent competition of who can lift the most weights.

Why do people boast?

Man appears to have a deep psychological and social need to
boast and to use boasting as a method of separating himself from the
“Others”. Indeed, one can imagine that prehistoric man’s first words
might have been the equivalent of “My fire is bigger than your fire.”
One has only to listen to boys posturing and boasting on a playground
or to athletes issuing trash-talking taunts on the playing field to dis-
cover the prevalence of what sociologists, linguists, and critics see as
a mainly although not exclusively male activity. Critics note that this
phenomenon of flyting, the issuing of boast-words often insulting in
tone, appears in cultures and literature ranging from Homer of the old
Greek to the writings in Old French, Irish, and Norse; from the Middle
English of Chaucer to the Scottish flyting poetry of Dunbar and
Kennedie to the Renaissance poetry of Skelton to the quatrain saws
of seventeenth-century England; and from Middle Eastern literature
to that of seventeenth-century Japshthese works present boasters
and boasting that variously involve physical prowess or superiority;
tell why “we” are superior to “them”; incite listeners to action, real or
mythic, based on the culture’s moral sense; and set out promises that
may or may not realistically be carried out.

Flyting appears in our adversarial law system, where opening
and closing arguments by opposing counsel, with the attempts to de-



monize the other side, sometimes seem as much flyting as
argumentation. High-level flyting operates in presidential election years.
Some talk shows seem to exist solely as platforms for flyting.

Image people usually boast to feel superior and more confident.
They want to be proud of themselves and have others respect them
and draw attention to their actions. This sometimes has a secondary
motive such as attracting a member of the opposite sex as with the
example of the man speeding in the sports car above.

Much of boasting is about competition, which is the best, largest,
worst, fastest and strongest. The boaster is not always necessarily
referring to himself but perhaps to a second person of which the
boaster has an interest to make superior. For example, a mother may
boast that her son is the brightest student in the school. This makes
the son seem intelligent but also the mother in return as they are
related and she raised him.

Boasting is not exactly going as far as straight lying, but maxi-
mizing on the truth to seem better than initially thought.

How to boast effectively?

As with all bending of the truth a sense of confidence is needed
to boast. If other people can see doubt or a second thought appearing
on your face then they are less likely to believe you if they think you
don't believe it eitherYou have to be convinced or if not they tend to
think it's an obvious lie.

A sense of humor will make some people take notice to the
boasting as this displays a sense of confidence along with it. If you



can laugh at another person boasting then it displays you have the
confidence to out boast them or know they are lying.

Being “cocky” or using sarcasm in boasting about someone
else can usually get the desired effect. In a boasting match about arm
strength, if one competitor states that “you have the biggest arm I've
seen on a baby for a long time.” He is comparing him to being a baby
and therefore using sarcasm to boast by putting the other person in a
lower category.

Your command of the language you use also increases your
chance of boasting successfully. There is nothing as humiliating as
someone shouts an insult at you and everyone laughs but you have no
idea what the insult really mean&u can also word the boasting
with a more flamboyant vocabulary thus seeming to be well educated
and having the air of being more confident with your boasting.

There are many situations where different types of boasting
have been employed. On the movies, in a bar or in quite common

everyday chat, go out and try it. Just don’t get caught!

Alex Sutherland
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Chapter 1 Boasting Competitions

H ow to boast is @omplicated® matter. Here we have
split the subject up into three categories...

1 Impostures’
2 The dangers of boasting
3 Joke a boast.

One problem with boasting apart from beoafjed upon*:
to prove your latest boast is within your grasp as a learner boaster...
so read on!
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| mposture

The closer you come to being yourself on the screen, the
longer you last [because] on television there’s always the risk
of a quick shot in awoff-guard®: moment, a
chance' insight; and if you'replaying a part

, you'll be exposed.

--- Jack Lescoulie

So unless you have the ability to act like a Hollywood star 24
hours a day 7 days a week thi&gragging’-  like this, (saying you
are from another country and putting ofalee®  accent) maybe a
surefire’: way to be caught!

24

Impostors often work by drawing attention away from them-

selves and onto thenperfections' of others. They are ac-

3
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tually awar e of their audience, particularly in their ability to
discover what their audience is ready and eager to believe. (The or-
dinarybraggart™ offends an audience by disregarding their
feelings. Imposters are masters fbattery"- and appear
empathetic’ , especially when such qualities impress their
audience.)

If you are nice to people then why would they doubt yéar?
have shown them no harm.

The Dangers of Boasting

Consider these sentiments:

“In five years I'll be running the Society.”

By a newcomer
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“This is going to be the best (certain event) there’s ever been.”

By an " doing more talking than working

These are paraphrases of real brags. None came true. The re-
ality of what did or did not happen was not in itshlmeful®- ;
it's just that things would have seemed better without those big boasts.

A good example of over-bragging where there is no end in sight
is this example:

( )Boasting Story 1 P

Not very long ago, two great mar- @
tial artists got into an argument. They

were two very good-lookingpecimens'

. The two bravevarriors’ had met
accidentally while waiting for the bus.
Their conversation went something like
this: “My master has taught me to hang



