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TEXT A ~TEXT D

2002 TEXTB
The “standard of living” of any country means the average person’s

share of the goods and services which the country produces. A country’s
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standard of living, therefore, depends first and foremost on its capacity to

produce wealth. “Wealth” in this sense is not money, for we do not live on

money but on things that money can buy: “goods” such as food and

clothing, and “services” such as transport and entertainment.

The standard of living in a country is determined by

A.

B.
C.
D.

its goods and services.
the type of wealth produced.
how well it can create wealth.

what an ordinary person can share.

depend on
be determined by
C C
1999 TEXT C

There must be few questions on which responsible opinions is so

utterly divided as on that of how much sleep we ought to have.

The author seems to indicate that

A.
B.

there are many controversial issues like the right amount of sleep
among many issues the right amount of sleep is the least

controversial.

. people are now moving towards solving many controversial

issues.

. the right amount of sleep is a topic of much controversy among

doctors.

SO...as...
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Which of thefollowingisNOT...?

All of the following are true EXCEPT...

Which of the following is INCORRECT?

2002 TEXTB

The “standard of living” of any country means the average person’s
share of the goods and services which the country produces. A country’s
standard of living, therefore, depends first and foremost on its capacity to
produce wealth. “Wealth” in this sense is not money, for we do not live on
money but on things that money can buy: “goods” such as food and
clothing, and “services” such as transport and entertainment.

A country’s capacity to produce wealth depends upon many factors,
most of which have an effect on one another. Wealth depends to a great
extent upon a country’s natural resources, such as coal, gold, and other
minerals, water supply and so on. Some regions of the world are well
supplied with coal and minerals, and have a fertile soil and a favorable
climate; other regions possess none of them.

Next to natural resources comes the ability to turn them to use. Some
countries are perhaps well off in natural resources, but suffering for many
years from civil and external wars, and for this and other reason have
been unable to develop their resources. Sound and stable political
conditions, and freedom from foreign invasion, enable a country to
develop its natural resources peacefully and steadily, and to produce more
wealth than another country equally well served by nature but less well

ordered. Another important factor is the technical efficiency of a
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country’s people. Industrialized countries that have trained numerous
skilled workers and technicians are better placed to produce wealth than

countries whose workers are largely unskilled.

A country’s capacity to produce wealth depends on all the factors
EXCEPT

A. people’s share of its goods.

B. political and social stability.

C. qualities of its workers.

D. use of natural resources.

What does the passage mainly discuss?

Which is the main idea of...?

The purpose of the passage is to...

2002 TEXTB

At the same time, appearance is still important in certain
circumstances and then we must choose our clothes carefully. It would be
foolish to go to an interview for a job in a law firm wearing jeans and a
sweater; and it would be discourteous to visit some distinguished scholar
looking as if we were going to the beach or a night club. However, you
need never feel depressed if you don’t like the latest fashion photo. Look

around you and you’ll see that no one else does either!
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Which is the main idea of the last paragraph?
A. Care about appearance in formal situations.
B. Fashioninformal and informal situations.
C. Ignoring appearance in informal situations.
D. Ignoring appearancein al situations.

The author seems to suggest that. ..

It is implied in the passage that...

From the last paragraph we can infer that...

1999 TEXTA

Little wonder the latest survey concludes that the extent and type of
hospital teaching available differ a great deal across the country. It is
found that half the hospitals in England which admit children have no
teachers. A further quarter have only a part-time teacher. The special
children’s hospitals in major cities do best; general hospitals in the

country and holiday areas are worse off.

It can be inferred from the last survey that
A. hospital teaching across the country is similar.

B. each hospital has at least one part-time teacher.



C. all hospitals surveyed offer education to children.
D. only one—fourth of the hospitals have full-time teachers.
D

We can conclude from the passage that. ..

In the first paragraph the author emphasizes...

We learn that...is mainly...

2002 TEXT C

Today, society is much freer and easier than it used to be. It is no
longer necessary to dress like everyone else. Within reason, you can dress
as you like or do your hair the way you like instead of the way you should
because it is the fashion. The popularity of jeans and the “untidy” look
seems to be a reaction against increasingly expensive fashions of the top

fashion houses.

Present-day society is much freer and easier because it emphasizes
A. uniformity.

B. formality.

C. informality.

D. individuality.
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diction

Whét is the author’s attitude towards...?

What is the author’s opinion of...?

In the last paragraph, the writer thinks that...

2002 TEXT D

So it came as a terrible shock, but not really as a surprise, to learn
that some people are now suggesting that soccer change from being a
game of two 45-minute halves, to one of four 25-minute quarters. The
idea is unashamedly to capture more advertising revenue, without giving
any thought for the integrity of a sport which relies for its essence on the

flowing nature of the action.

What is the author’s attitude towards the suggestion to change soccer
into a game of four 25-minute quarters?

A. Favorable.

B. Unclear.

C. Reserved.

D. Critical.

terrible shock unashamedly
25
D



Unit One

SECTION A READING COMPREHENSION [25 MIN
In this section there are four reading passages followed by

guestions or unfinished statements, each with four suggested answers

marked A, B, C and D. Choose the one you think is the best answer.

TEXTA

Over the years, soap operas have been condemned as little more than
“chewing-gum for the eyes”, harmful, corrupting and distracting agents in
the daily lives of many thousands of people. Typically, soap viewers have
been equally condemned and stereotyped for their addiction to this so-
called mindless form of entertainment. Early accounts of the radio-soap
listeners envisage groups of educationally backward, emotionally and
socially deprived women, all eagerly tuning in to their favourite serial.
The typical listener was thought to be a lower-class housewife, using
soaps as a form of escapism from mundane isolation in the home and an
indisputable source of advise on personal problems. However, the critical
stance on this issue has become more diverse over the last decade, with
an increase in academic research on the subject. Critics are no longer
looking to condemn, and are now seeking to explain what it is that makes
this genre so very appealing. It is clear that soap operas should not be
dismissed as shameful addiction, and should be regarded more
constructively as the essence of cultural articulation on all aspects of

living within a given society.
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Arguably, one should primarily consider the demands that soaps
make of their viewers. It is typically assumed that the average viewer isa
“fan”, whose relationship with their favourite programme is one of
intense emotional identity. An individual may not be wholly involved
with the programme in the emotional sense, but it is reasonable to assume
that the viewer does have some prior knowledge of the series before
sitting down to watch an episode. What becomes most pronounced is the
sheer “openness” of the soap opera text. It is “open” in that it offers
multiple levels of interpretation. Dorothy Hobson argues that viewers are
free to choose from the infinite variety of readings within a given soap
framework, and to be emotionally involved on different levels. Not only
does soap opera resist any textual closure, but it thrives on the interplay
between these multiple view-points.

The popularity of soaps does not appear to lie in any single, specific
aspect of the genre, but is rather explained by combining the multiple
reasons viewers have provided for watching their favourite programmes.
Soaps are unique in that watching them seems to have become a skilled
activity, that demands general knowledge of soap conventions, and the
ability to mobilise memory stores that constitute the history of a specific
scene. With regard to the notion of cultural competence, one scholar
believes that women are highly “competent” readers of soap opera text,
and that their skills improve with practice. The more one watches soaps,

the more reason one has to tune in on a daily basis.

1. In the past, soap operas were believed to be able to
A. improve the intellect of the viewers.
B. relieve loneliness.
C. contribute to women’s liberation.
D.

address social problems.
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2. Today, the soap opera has been
A. greatly degraded.
B. grossy neglected.
C. more positively received.
D. over-praised.
3. If asoap operaresiststextual closure, it most probably means
A. itisdifficult to understand.
B. it failsto arouse emotional responses.
C. it has complex story lines.
D. it lendsitself to different interpretations.
4. According to the passage, watching soap operas
A. presupposes certain knowledge.
B. isapolitical activity.
C. enhances one’s knowledge of history.

D. is not an intellectual activity.

Word List

mindless a.
envisage v.
mundane

TEXTB

It is a truism to state that architecture composes the immediate
physical environment of our lives. But here in America, we too often
forget that high-quality architecture means more than that, and European
architecture has demonstrated this repeatedly. Public-housing complexes
in the Netherlands, where thoughtful design and good construction are

the norm, consistently help to integrate marginalized groups (immigrants
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minorities, and the elderly, among others) into their larger communities
with a combination of exciting forms and careful attention to the scale
and proportions of the buildings in relation to their surrounding context.
Innovative civic architecture such as the recent Vuotalo Cultural Center—
a hybrid library, art galery, theater, and café in Finland designed by the
firm of Heikkinen-Komonen—serves to draw people out of their homes
and into the public realm, encouraging them to identify with their
communities and become more active in them.

It’s not that Americans aren’t interested in good architecture; after all
they often head to Europe on summer vacation. Europe has a longer
history, more architectural monuments, and much denser and more richly
textured cities. And it has both the old built fabric and the new
architecture—some of it designed by American architects—that has
captured the media’s and the public’s imagination: the Reichstag in Berlin
the grands projets of Paris, the new Tate Gallery in London, and the
Guggenheim in Bilbao, Spain. American tourists make a point of visiting
these buildings. Can anything similar be said about Europeans—or
Americans, for that matter—who travel around the United States?
Europeans who come here go to New York City, where they marvel more
at the collective height of the buildings than at their individual quality
(the CitiCorp Building and a few others notwithstanding). If they go
elsewhere, it is often to revel in the spectacle of kitsch architecture at
Disney World. Or to make pilgrimages to the Grand Canyon and
Yosemite.

Among practicing architects here and abroad, it is axiomatic that
there is much more contemporary architecture of high quality to be found
in Europe than in the United States and that innovative, inspiring
architecture—as well as architecture that is well built and long lasting—is

constructed less frequently here than almost anywhere in Europe.
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American architecture is, as a rule, conventional, bland, and dull. Thisiis
true almost across the board: from public buildings sponsored by federal
or state governments to commercial buildings; from privately sponsored
civic ingtitutions, such as museums and concert halls, to local community
centers and religious sanctuaries; from public-housing projects to private
housing. Our built environment delivers a clear message: We think that
high-quality, thought-provoking, innovative buildings — whether

ingtitutional or commercial, residential or private — are a luxury or a
frivolity.
5. Thefirst paragraph emphasizes the of European architecture.

A. artistic design
B. social function
C. richtexture
D. cultural origins
6. The author mentions CitiCorp Building (para. 2) in order to
A. point out an exception.
B. strengthen amajor point.
C. illustrate amajor argument.
D. givean explanation.
7. Which of the following statementsis true?
A. Americans don’t want to build high-quality buildings.
B. Americans are unable to design high-quality architecture.
C. Americans enjoy living in dull and bland buildings.
D. Americans enjoy luxury or frivolity.
8. The author’s attitude towards American architecture is
A. critical.
B. sympathetic.

C. somewhat favorable.



