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By Joseph Heller

The author describes that in the company in which he works
everyone is afraid of each other for fear that they lose the job. A-
mong all the employees salesmen are afraid of most people for
they are always on trial and their selling results are frequently made
known to all the people and departments whose work are related to
selling and thus compared with others. And deception exists in prop-
agandas to leave good impression on customers. All of this makes
the author very tired of the work in the company. Reading such an

article the readers can sense the satirical tone of the author.

In the company where I

work. . . in which



company
where In the company that I work in. ..
The lower

rank you have the more people. . .

A. The more I know about the plan the less I like it.

B. The earlier you get up the more likely you will see the sun-

rise.

which the Sales De-
partment
which
A. I sent him a dictionary which will be helpful to his study.

B. He has been ill for about a month which will get him left be-
hind in his study.

think find consider

A. I find it interesting to talk to you.

B. He doesn’t think it hard to learn English well.



watch
hear notice
A. 1 saw him come back home very late.
B. She was heard singing yesterday evening.
strict su-

pervision that they are suffered to
1
which they are subjected to  that they are subjected to.
The house in which we live was built in 1980s. The house
which we live in/ that we live in was built in 1980s.
the house
where we live

2 cause to undergo or experience expose

A. This country was once subjected to foreign rule.

B. She was subjected to constant blame.

A man

must have some special character and temperament that makes him

not only to be a salesman but also to want to be one.



A. During her college years she learned not only English

but also French.

B. She expects to become an expert not only in education

but also in translation.

2 make sb able to do sth

A. These qualities enable him to get out of trouble easily.

B. The map will enable me to find where I want to go.

. the special duty of my department and. ..

is to help the salesmen sell.

A. The goal of her life is to become an excellent dancer.

B. The most important thing now is to develop children’s ability.

A. This is the best book that I have ever read.

B. The only thing that matters is to find our way home.



They

are not supposed to change reality but only to find it if they can

and come up with clever ways of covering up the reality.

They are not expected to

change reality but they are expected to find it. ..

A.

B

They are not expected to do sth.”

” 1 ”

He is expected to arrive at seven in the morning.
7

. The train is expected to pull out of the station ten minutes

later.
find suggest
and or
to to

I’d like to sit here and read the newspaper.

. He doesn’t know whether to go on or turn back.

change the appearance etc of in order to deceive

or to hide the identity of conceal cover up

A. One can disguise his looks but he cannot disguise his

voice.

B. He disguised his sorrow beneath a cheerful appearance.



At the very high
position . .. are those people. . .
At the very top
do

come walk stand sit lie

A. Along the river banks stand rows of trees.

B. Under the tree was a student reading .

I have the feeling now that there is nowhere else for me to go.

that feeling
idea fact news hope belief thought doubt
that
A. There can be no doubt that he is qualified for the job.

B. We expressed the hope that they would come and visit China

again.

They ... when I meet them in the halls and they are al-
ways polite and silent when they take the public elevators upstairs

with others.



1 find or meet by chance come across

A. T came upon/across this book in an old bookstore near-
by.
B. He came upon/across an old friend in the street yester-
day.
2 be in or be carried in

A. She will feel sick whenever she rides in a bus.

B. The child was very excited when he rode on a train for

the first time.

When a salesman obtains
a large order of goods from a client or brings in an important new
account receivable his being greatly happy lasts a short period of

time. . .

1 collog. obtain

A. Did you land the order important to you
B. He invited us to celebrate his landing a new job.
2 high spirits
A. He was filled with elation for he passed the degree ex-

amination with honors.

B. The little child is always filled with elation after he wins

his friend in playing chess.



They become successful and prosperous by following their

boss’s clearly expressed guidance.

1 prosper succeed grow strong and

healthy

A. Flowers will not thrive without sunshine.
B. His business is thriving with excellent management.

2 of a statement etc clearly and fully expressed
definite
A. With explicit instructions he finished the task wonder-
fully.
B. He was quite explicit about the plan.

People. .. are never blamed for conditions they dis-
cover outside that company that put us in an inferior position to
other competitors.

that place us at . ..
conditions
1 fix on sb the responsibility for sth done badly/
wrongly or not done

A. He often blames others for his failure.

B. I don’t think he is to blame.



2 put in a certain place

A. You placed me in a very difficult position.

B. Marxism places man in the center of its philosophy.

But between such highest points of chal-
lenge and high spirits there is the lack of variety and hope.

to those
young people the company is not yet an organization that has any
excellence very important to them but still only a temporary place

to work and they won’t stick to it.

establish start the building of
A. His grandfather founded the company in the early 1950s.

B. He donated a large sum of money to found a modern hospital

for his hometown.

lose strength wealth by degrees

A. Her illness drained her parents of all the money they had.



B. The long distance running drained my strength.

publish books  put sth into circulation send out
A. He failed to get a copy of the magazine issued last week.
B. The general issued an order to his soldiers to retreat.

organize manage cause to be in operation
A. Tt is his wife who really runs the school.
B. Young as he is he runs his own business very well.

credit sth to sb. /sth. believe that he/it

has sth.

A. T credited you with the intelligence to do the work well.

B. The young man is credited with running the big company.

A. He was an objective rather than subjective writer.

B. It was what he meant rather than what he said.

C. He ran to the gate rather than walked.

1 occupy time space



A. Let’s move the table out it takes much room.
B. Playing the piano takes up much of her spare time.
2 interest oneself in engage in sth. as a hobby busi-
ness
A. After retirement he took up planting flowers.
B. He said he would take up oil painting in his spare time.
3 Dbegin afresh sth. left off sth. done by sb. else  pursue
further

A. He took up where he had left off last time.

B. Then she took up the task of preparing the breakfast.

A. Tt pays in the long run to buy goods of high quality.
B. You may benefit a lot from your study in the long run.
give a warning or feeling of danger to cause anxiety to
A. Everyone was alarmed at the terrible news.
B. In order not to alarm his mother he said nothing about his
quitting the job.

testing proving trying
A. The trial of the new plane was delayed by the bad weather.



B. She is employed on trial.
close to on the border of
A. His business is on the verge of bankruptcy.
B. She got so excited that she was on the verge of telling him
the truth.
make the greatest possible use of exert one’s powers
make an intense effort
A. She strained to reach her goal.

B. The wrestlers strained and struggled.

1 say positively with confidence

A. T assure you that this medicine will do you good.

B. He assured me that it was a good investment.

2 cause sb to be sure to feel certain

A. I managed to assure him of my interest in the plan.

B. He assured me of his readiness to help.

come or go before in time place or order

A. Twelve guards on motorcycles preceded the president’s car.

B. You can find the word in the preceding paragraph.



1

~ with be in harmony with exchange letters
A. What he said didn’t correspond with what he did.
B. We have been corresponding with each other for ten
years.
~ to be equal be similar in position etc.
A. His expenses do not correspond to his income.
B. All rights carry with them corresponding responsibili-
ties.
give or send out put in different places
The company distributed its profits among its employees.

The teacher distributed exam papers to the students.

going on without a break

. The brain needs a continuous supply of blood.

The continuous hot weather is unbearable.

going on all the time without stopping
or with only short breaks
I’'m very tired of the continual rain.

The thief had a continual fear of being caught.



