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Lesson One What s Really In
Beckham s Transfer ?

Section One: Lead-in Reading
=

Famous football players have been bought and sold before . - w WT.
But never has a footballer been purchased by a club that MU T“'E J‘@M

doesn t actually need him . That really is something new .

(Pre-reading Questions . ‘(

1. hy did Real Madrid buy Beckham ?
2 . What kind of future will Beckham have after he joins Real Madrid ?
3 . Compared with Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods and others, Beckham seems to be

more popular . Can you explain why ?

More about Marketing than Playing
By Geof frey Wheatcroft

Anyone who watched the two terrific matches between Manchester United and Real Madrid in



the Champions League would have seen that the better team won . In the Old Trafford leg, Beck-
ham was kept on the bench for part of the evening, maybe as part of Sir Alex Ferguson$ mind
games’ . But when he did come on, he showed that, in spite of his gifts, he simply isn ta player
required by Real Madrid . They desperately need some defenders, but a team whose attack con-
tains Zidane, Figo, Rall and Ronaldo has no real — or Real — place for Beckham .

Where Beckham is in a class of his own, however, is as a star-status icon or brand image . And
that is why Real wants him . Iker Caslllas — Real s goalkeeper — put his finger on it when he
said that Beckham is more about marketing than playing” .

His marketable fame even extends to the soacerphobic US . The New York Times is barely aware
of Keane or Zidane, but when Beckham received the OBE last weekend, the paper billed the
player whd Tops Queen s Honours”, thereby putting surdry industrialists, philanthropists and
Dame Helen Mirren in their places .

But of course Asia is the real gleam in Real s eye . Nor are they wrong to look eastward: Real
may be better than United at playing football, but they are years behind in the commercial
exploitation of Japan, China and South East Asia, where United has a huge following . Some
of the figures are startling . United has one farzire that sells 35,000 copies a month in Thai-
land, and matches from Old Trafford are watched live in China by more people than inhabit
the British Isles .

If football in the East means Manchester United, it means one player in particular ¥ In Ja-
pan, David Beckham is Manchester United,” as the manager of one of the club s shops in
Tokyo said on Wednesday while he ruefully contemplated a vast stock of Beckham red shirts
now surplus to requirements .

This remains all the more astonishing because of Beckham s comparatively modest
ranking as a player . Michael Jordan is immensely rich from sponsorship, but then he s
the greatest basketball player of his age . Tiger Woods will soon become the first sport-
ing billionaire, but then he might yet become the greatest golfer of all time.
Beckham s celebrity status has been achieved almost without regard to his playing re-
cord .
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Where that leaves Beckham s relations with Real is one question . This page reported
yesterday the cool welcome awaiting him from his new team-mates, which Beckham
clearly apprehends: he went out of his way at a Tokyo press conference to apologize to
his Real colleagues for the disruption his arrival has meant in the photo-finish of the
Liga season .

Quite apart from buying Beckham for less than Ferguson wanted, Real appears to
have played a very clever financial game by securing, as with all their other players,
50 per cent of his personal sponsorship deals . Never mind the fabled Beckham free

kick, this was' the key to the negotiations,” as Jorge Valdano of Real candidly said .
But there is a possible fly in the beauty ointment . Real does want some silverware as
well as the gold of the Orient . Resentment can only mount should his new team sense
that they are not so much fielding a player as carrying a pretty passenger . If
Beckham s form doesn t blossom, and if he can t be found a fruitful place in the team,
it s possible he will languish even more on the bench at the Bernal® u than at Old Traf-
ford, and that his sojourn in Madrid may not be long . Cynical bookmakers are already
offering short odds that he will only last one season there, and if his career does dwin-
dle, his* image rights” presumably cannot retain their amazing financial allure for
long .

Or can they ?Since he is already more about marketing than playing, and belongs more to the
history of publicity than of sport, Beckham might just defy all sense and become the ultimate
celebrity,* famous for being famous’, permanently and quite independently of his ostersible
trade .

(Words and Expressions

so cerphobic adj . :

sundry adj . various; miscellaneous :

gleam n. a gleam in one s eye :

philanthropist n . one that makes effort to increase the well-being of humankind, as by
charitable aid or donations . :

fanzine n .an amateur-produced magazine written for a subculture of enthusiasts devot-
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ed to a particular interest ( )
ruefully adv . regretfully :
fabled adj . renowned, famous :
a fly in the ointment phr . ;
sojourn n. a temporary stay
ostensible adj . appearing as such :

(Notes to the Text

1 . Champions League

The UEFA Champions League is UEFA s most prestigious club competition . O-
riginally created as the European Champion Clubs Cup prior to the 1955 56 season,
the competition changed format and name in time for the 1992 93 season . It s open to
each national association s domestic champions, as well as clubs who finish just behind
them in the domestic championship table . The number of clubs that can be entered by
an association and their entry point in the competition depends on the association s po-
sition in UEFA s coefficient ranking list . [UEFA: (Union of Euro-
pean Football Association) ]

2 . Old Trafford

Metropolitan borough in the southwest of the metropolitan county of Greater
Manchester, England; home of the Manchester United Football Club . Manchester U-
nited finished the 30-year master plan for Old Trafford in 1993 . With the capacity of
67,721 spectators, owned by Manchester United, the stadium there is one of the lar-
gest league grounds in England . The Old Trafford leg here refers to a soccer match
held in that stadium, which was one of the matches in the Champions League .

3 .0BE

A prestigious award in Queen Elizabeth Il s honors list . Beckham received the
OBE — Officer of the Order of the British Empire — for services to English soccer on
June 8, 2003 .

4 . the Liga season
The annual competition period of The UEFA Champions League . The Spanish
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word Liga means league in English .

5 . the Bernal&u

Located in Concha Espina, the Santiago Bernalkéu ground was bought by Real
Madrid in 1944 . And construction began in October of the same year . The stadium
named after the president was inaugurated in 1947 . Its seating capacity is 74, 309 .

Section Two: Warminao-ub Exercises
—

A Bridge Between Reading and Listening

| . Vocabulary Build-up
* Part A: The words in Colunn A are chosen from the interview you are about to listen to .
Match them with their explanations in Column B .
A B
1 . medical a . ubjective evaluation of relative significance; a
point of view .

2 . qualify b . to pursue women lecherously .

3 . intangible c . a thorough physical examination .

4 . perspective d . in a manner of suffering or driven by great
need or distress .

5 . desperately e .ashare of profits; a bonus .

6 . womanize f . to make competent or eligible for an office, a
position, or a task .

7 .sponsor g . incapable of being perceived by the senses .

8 . dividend h . one that finances a project or an event carried

out by another person or group .

* PartB: The following sentences are chasen from the interview you are about to listen to .
Choose fram A, B, C or D the most appropriate meaning for the italicized
words in the sentences:

1. ow, did you know Beckham changed clubs this week ? And a saga over that trans-

fer finally has come to an end .



2.

A .a modern prose B . a long detailed report
C . long heroic story D . personal anecdote
he club will then get 12 and a half million pounds in four equal installments over
the following 4 years .
A . part of a published serial .
B . a payment of part of a debt; usually paid at regular intervals .
C .a part of a broadcast serial .
D . the act of installing something (as equipment) .
avid Beckham was the missing piece of the jigsaw that Real Madrid needed .
A . tool with an electric motor and a thin steel blade which is used for cutting
curves in flat materials, such as wood or metal .
B . a picture stuck onto wood or cardboard and cut into irregular pieces which must
be joined together correctly to form the picture again .
C .a complicated or mysterious problem which can only be solved or explained by
connecting several pieces of information .
D . a cooperative learning approach that reduces racial conflict among school chil-
dren .
e discounted David Beckham based on how well he is going to retain for his im-
age .
A . ake no notice of .
B . lend money upon, deducting the discount or allowance for interest; as, the
banks discount notes and bills of exchange .
C . take into consideration beforehand; to anticipate and form conclusions
D . reduce the selling price of something .
n addition to that, people want to be associated with success and David is the epit-
ome of success .
A . a brief abstract (as of an article or book) .
B . a standard or typical example .
C .asummary or miniature form .
D .a compact or condensed representation of anything .
Is value should continue provided he is well maintained as an image, as a brand,
and has still massive appeal .
A . legal proceeding in which the appellant resorts to a higher court .
B . attractiveness that interests or pleases or stimulates .



