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Unit 1 Public Speaking

Section A The Core Text

Notes

1.

learn. . . by trial and error
trial and tribulation
 His staff is fully aware of the firm’s trials and tribulations.

o

+ This novel vividly depicts the heroine’s trials and tribulations.

. diaper n. ( nappy)
. toddler n. ( 1 2 )
toddler suits
. back to the drawing board ¢ ) ( ) )
drawing board n. 1) , s 3 2) ,
+ The projects have progressed past the drawing board.
on the drawing board(s) s
« a set of plans still on the drawing boards
. diner n. ¢ > ( ) s ( )
- seafood diner
. taco stand
taco n. ( . . )
stand n. , s
. tailor vz. ( ) ) s



10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

+ tailor bus services to meet the needs of suburbs

+ a novel tailored to popular taste

n.
» The tailor makes the man. ¢ o
irritant a. «C ) o,

+ Chlorine in swimming pools can be irritant to the eyes.

o

7’1.[ ] ’

» a chemical irritant

. oystern. 1) 20 ] R

+ He is the fastened oyster. .
3) ( )
* You have passed the first hurdle and the world is your oyster.
nacre 7. ,
calcium carbonate [ ]
secrete vt. [ ]
+ Tears are secreted by an organ under the eyelid.
punch line ( . N ) ,
« He didn’t get the punch lines of the jokes.

o

huh /ha/ int. [ N 1

attorney general 1) s : 2)C Y[A-G-]

attorney n. ( ) ( solicitor)

hypothetical a. 1) ) , s s2) [ ]

+ a hypothetical proposition

hypothesis n. ([ ] hypotheses) s s . ( )

+ raise a hypothesis

 His theory is based on the hypothesis that all men are born equal.

. 2.



o

17. anecdote n. ([ ] anecdotes anecdota) 1) s
« tell amusing anecdotes about sb.

2) [ anecdota anecdotes | ( )

anecdotal a. s s ,

anecdotalism 7.

anecdotic a. 1) =anecdotal;2) N
anecdotist n. s s s
18. squarely ad. 1) )
+ We must squarely face the issue. .
2) s

+ deal squarely with the customers
Understanding the Text

1. How much time does an average person spend each day talking to others?
Except the time spent by people on sleep, an average adult may take
30% of his lifetime to communicate with other people, either in the form
of casual daily chatting or formal public speaking.

2. By what means do children usually learn the art of conversation?
Children learn it by trial and error. That is to say, a child often
tentatively uses a certain way to arouse others’ attention, to make itself
understood or even to try to exchange ideas with another person. But if
that way fails this time, the child will try another way next time. This
learning process of trial and error won’t cease until one day the child
eventually finds a way which works.

3. What skills do people usually employ while making conversations?
Unnoticeably, everyone has already adopted many skills when talking to
people
1) systematize one’s thoughts logically ;

2) adjust one’s talk according to the listener’s age, sex., job and so on;

3) tell a story, but save the best part, or the climax, for the last;

3



4) tune one’s words to the listener’s feedback accordingly.

What skills do people usually employ while making a public speech?

The skills employed by people while making a public speech are quite

similar to those used in daily conversation. We also ought to:

1) organize the ideas systematically and logically so as to present them in
a convincing manner ;

2) make, or adapt the speech according to the audience, say, their age,
occupations, interests and so onj;

3) make full preparation for the forthcoming final maximum impact;

4) try all means to overcome stage {right.

. How can you overcome stage {right and develop your confidence in public

speaking?
If T am afraid of public speaking, that’s to say. stage fright, T will use
no other way but public speaking as an antidote to it. Just speak louder
and try all means to speak in front of a large crowd. By and by, I would
get used to it and take it easy. 1 am quite sure all of you have heard of
“Crazy English”. In my opinion, maybe “Louder English” is a more
suitable name. Li Yang, the initiator, calls upon every English learner
to recite, to read, to speak, all in all, to “do” English “loudly”. By this
way, you will gradually overcome the “shyness” and feel confident to
open your mouth. Someday. you will feel good when speaking English.
So, if T have stage fright, I would collect all my courage and force
myself to speak in public as much as possible. 1 think this is the best and

the most effective way to solve the problem.

Section B Sample Dialogues

Dialogue 1

[A conversation between the department secretary (S) of a university and a

visitor (V)]

S:

Good morning. Can I help you?

o4 e



V: My name is Tom Chen. I would like to see Mr. Lin, the chairman of
the department.

S: Unfortunately, he’s busy at the moment. Would you be good enough
to tell me what you wish to see Mr. Lin about? I’m his secretary,
Yang Fang.

V. Well, a friend of mine introduced me to him. We have had a few
telephone conversations and he has kindly invited me to teach English
in the department. Today I was hoping to discuss the job in detail with
him.

S: Oh, that will be nice. But I’m sorry to say that I can’t arrange an
appointment today. If you will leave your phone number, I can call
you later to arrange a meeting with Mr. Lin. I’m sure he will be very
pleased to see you.

V: That will be fine. Here is my card with my phone number. It’s nice to
talk to you, Miss Fang.

S: The pleasure is all mine. Thank you for coming. Bye-bye.

Paraphrase 1 Substitution

S: Hello. What can I do for you?

V: I am Tom Chen. I am looking forward to
seeing the dean of the department, Mr. Lin.

S:  Unluckily, he happens to be engaged in a be busy/occupy
meeting now. Would you be kind enough to onesell with
let me know why you want to see Mr. Lin?

My name is Fang Yang, and I’'m his
secretary.

V. Well, I wanted to be introduced to Mr. Lin,

and one of my [riends arranged it. Actually,
we talked on the telephone several times. Th
have fortunately been invited to teach Englis
here. This morning 1 was expecting to talk

over the job in full with him. at length



Oh, that will be pleasant. But I’m sorry to

have to tell you that I can’t make an

appointment today. Why don’t you leave your call on the phone and
phone number and let me call you up to pencil arrange meetings
you in when Mr. Lin is available. I’'m more with him

than sure he will be very glad to meet you. confident

That sounds good to me. This is my visiting

card. And you may give me a call at anytime.

I’m very happy to know you and talk to you,

Miss Fang.

It’s been all my pleasure. Thank you for your

coming. Bye for now.

Dialogue 2

[ A conversation between two university students: (L) and (C) ]

L.

L.

L.

Do you feel you’re getting on well with your English listening and
speaking practice?

Oh, yes. 1T do. Our work in the language lab has been of great benefit
to me. You know, when I first took the course, I used to be quite at a
loss when people spoke to me in English. There was so much the
teacher said that I simple couldn’t catch. That was awful.

We share the same experience. My oral English was poor half a year
ago. My foreign teacher, Mr. Cox, really helped me a lot. The tapes
he lent me have been wonderful, and the “listen and repeat” method
has enabled me to speak English a lot more naturally. Now I’m very
confident of saying things in English.

Good for you. Self-confidence seems to be extremely important in oral
communication.

I also think we have to keep a good balance between our oral and
written English. Spoken English needs more practice to achieve
genuine proficiency.

Meaningful discussion, eh? How about having more {riends join us to

« G e



exchange ideas in English regularly?
L. Good idea!

Paraphrase 2 Subsititution

L. How are you getting along with your English
listening and speaking practice?
C: Well, I'm getting along with it very well. 1
think I have done well with my work in the
language lab. But what happened to me was
too bad, you know, when I walked into my
first class. T was at my wit’s end when other nonplussed/perplexed
people talked to me in English. Worst is that I  worst of all
could hardly understand what the teacher was grasp/follow/fathom
teaching about.
L: You are not alone. My spoken English was one and only/unique
far inferior to most of my classmates’ about
six months ago. Mr. Cox, my English
teacher, did help me a lot by lending me his
wonderful tapes and showing me the “listen
and repeat” method. I would never have been
so confident and spoken English so naturally if

Mr. Cox hadn’t spurred me on. encouraged me

@

Way to go. It seems that belief in yourself is self-assurance
necessary if you really want to communicate
very well in English with other people.
L. A language learner really should balance his has to
oral and written English. Without a lot of
practice language knowledge can never be
transformed into practical skills. turned
C: That makes sense. What about getting more
colleagues to talk over views with us in talk about/have it

English twice a week? out

7



L. That’s good thinking.

Section C Passages for Information

1 Try to Use the Language Better

Questions ;

1. How are words linked with meaning?

2. What communication problems may result from changes in word mea-
ning ?

3. What are the two strategies mentioned in this article about how to
improve oral language abilities?

Answers :

1. Words are linked with meaning in an arbitrary manner. In other words,
there is no direct relationship between words and meaning.

2. Changes in word meaning can lead to the following communication
problems :

1) Bypassing (when people think they understand each other but in fact
do not).

2) Mistaking the label for the thing itsell (displaying an intentional
rather than extensional orientation).

3. There are two strategies we can use to improve our oral language
abilities. First, we can use common sense to recognize that certain
styles of language are appropriate at certain times and in certain places.
Second, we can seek to make ourselves as clear as possible by selecting
words with meaning for our listeners, taking account of their

educational level and the sublanguages they understand.
2 On Public Speaking

Questions :
1. What are the three major goals of public speaking?
2. What are the similarities between public speaking and daily conversation?
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In which aspects are public speaking different from conversation?
What suggestions are given in the article about overcoming stage {right?
What is critical thinking? In what ways is it beneficial?

Please explain about the speech communication process.

Answers;

1.

The three goals of public speaking are to inform. to persuade and to

entertain.

The similarities between public speaking and daily conversation are as

follows ;

1) The goals of the public speaking and daily conversation are the same.

2) In both daily conversation and public speaking, the speakers would
employ some similar important skills, such as organizing the ideas
logically, tailoring the message to the audience, telling a story for

maximum impact, and adapting to feedback from the listener.

. Public speaking is different from conversation in the following aspects:

First, public speaking is more highly structured than conversation.
It usually imposes strict time limitations on the speakers, and it requires
more detailed preparation than ordinary conversation does.

Second, public speaking requires more formal language than daily
conversation does.

Third, public speaking demands a different method of delivery.
Effective speakers adjust their voices to the larger audience and work at
avoiding distracting physical mannerisms and verbal habits.

The article states that if you think positively, choose speech topics you
really care about, prepare thoroughly. and concentrate on
communicating with your audience, you can take a big step towards
overcoming stage fright.

Critical thinking is the ability to perceive relationships among ideas. It
can help one to spot weakness in other people’s reasoning and avoid it in
one’s own reasoning. It can make a difference in many areas of one’s
life, from one’s schoolwork to one’s activities as a consumer and to
one’s responsibilities as a citizen.

« 0.



