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Unit 1.1 The American Character

Most Americans have great vigor and enthusiasm.

b

’

. great vigor

Hunting is his latest enthusiasm.

They prefer to discipline themselves rather than be disciplined by

others.

Do

( )(

They pride themselves on their independence, their right to make up

their own minds.

Do
: independence

own minds

their right to make up their

They are prepared to take the initiative, even when there is a risk in
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doing so.

o ) in doing so

They have courage and do not give in easily.

) ( ) Do
They will take any sort of job anywhere rather than be unemployed.
s (
s )
They do not care to be looked after by the government.
( Do

The average American changes his or her job nine or ten times during
his or her working life.
( ) o
Americans have a warmth and friendliness which is less superficial than

many foreigners think.

( )
( Do
: a warmth and {riendliness »which
friendliness, , )
less superficial sincerely warm-hearted and friendly .,

The face wasn’t a bad one; it had what they called charm. ( Apple
Tree, John Galsworthy) , .
It was no small feat to harness the energies of an entire nation for a
united show of hospitality and goodwill for visitors from around the world.

(Kyuk-Ho Shin, TIME, June 24,1991) )




They are considered sentimental.

( ) ( / Do

When on ceremonial occasions they see a flag, or attend parades

celebrating America’s glorious past, tears may come to their eyes.

’ ’

) Do
. celebrating attend parades ,

’ ’

Reunions with family and friends tend to be emotional, too.

. ( ) o
b ’
’ ’ o b b
o b

’ b ’
. ,  reunions with family and friends “ .

” . “

, reunions R
”,  family and friends “ 7,

They like to dress correctly, even if “correctly” means flamboyantly.
s “ 7 ( ) o

They love to boast, though often with tongue in cheek.

with tongue in cheek playfully jocular, often with
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insincere or ironical intent; to be meant as a joke even it was said seriously,

They can laugh at themselves and their country and they can be very
self-critical , while remaining always intensely patriotic.
. , s
( )
They have a wide knowledge of everyday things. and a keen interest in
their particular city and state.
( ) o
Foreigners sometimes complain, however, that they have little interest
in or knowledge of the outside world.
s s ) (
)
The Americans have a passion for grandeur.
Their skyscrapers, bridges and dams often have a splendor which
matches in beauty and scale the country’s natural wonders.
. . ( )

“ “
. match ” ” .

match ) “ 7,
You can’t match him in knowledge of wild plants.

°

That doesn’t match your temperament.

Is the sole aim of most Americans to make money and possess luxuries

which could be called excessive?

)?
the aim is to make money and possess
luxuries , which luxuries ,

o/ e
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( “ ” ) ( “ ” ) s

The majority of Americans would certainly deny this, though most feel
proud to amass wealth and possessions through hard work.
( ) ( . Do
In the USA, about 90 % of the population is well enough off to expect a
brighter future.

: well enough off  well off enough

’

concentrate solely on law studies

penetrate far into the jungle
listen well to his words

think highly of her opinion

run square into him

The USA still has one of the highest standards of living in the world,
although, at the present time, 10% are below what the Government

considers to be the “poverty line”.

)’ ’ (

) “ ” 3

While these underprivileged people receive help from the Government,

they have no high hopes for their future.
( ) ( ) s

o



: underprivileged s

“ ” :plump ( ), stout (
)» chubby ( ), weight watcher ( ), calorie count-
down ( Do
“©or : lean ( s ), slim,slender ( )
willowy ( ), lithe ( ), svelte ( )
“ ”. needy, underprivileged, the indigent ( )
“ ”. cash advance ( )
“ 7. substandard housing ( )
: predriven classic ( ) ), antiques (
s ), fashion jewelry ( , Do

It is from this “underclass”, and those who take advantage of it, that
most of the violence springs, the violence which is one of the least pleasant

aspects of American society.

“ ” ( “ ”)

) o
Americans are beginning to realize that this terrible problem of poverty
is their problem and not just the Government’s.
( ) )
. ( s Do
It has been said that the individual American is generous, but that the

American nation is hard.

( ) .
The USA is reputed to be a classless society.
, . (
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o)

There is certainly not much social snobbery or job snobbery.

( ), o
: “snobbery” , 7, s
’ “ ? b o b
, s
s
the few last tottering steps « — )
A writer should be a master of manners. o (
- )
declare war against each other ( — )

And T like large parties. They are so intimate. And at small parties,
there isn’t any privacy. o o

*

The manual worker is usually quite at ease in any company.

(

)
This is partly explained by the fact that people of all income groups go

together to the same schools.
)
: the fact that .

QD) ;

The news that he intended to come gave us much pleasure.

o

We’ve lost our faith in the idea that we can all get ahead in life through

hard work. ,

o

(2) b b



H

I hire a public relations person to publicize the fact that I work from

home. s s o
Your assumption, that things will improve, is unfounded. ,
b o
(3) “ ”‘“ ”‘“ ” s

N H

The hard truth, that they had spent all their money, was a great shock

to her. s o

I insist upon an answer to my question whether he was coming or not.

o

’ o
The question sometimes comes to my mind, “Was it worth the

effort?” 2 27

I should like to say to you one important thing. Go slowly in this

matter. : .
, , :as,namely,that is,
such as . .

She gave me a great deal of miscellancous information, as that

William’s real name was Mr. Hicking. s
Many questions — such as how the guests should be seated —
remained unanswered. s s

o

Americans are far more race-conscious than they are class-conscious.

s o

Unit 1. 2 Typically American?

Few of us like to be told that we’re average, and Americans are no

8



exception.

) o

Far worse, however, is to be told that we, or the things we do. are

typical of our nation.

, ( ) , ,

°

“Oh, that’s so typically American,” is the kind of statement most of

us object to.

“o ( )17 )
( Do
: object to
(1) to present a dissenting or opposing argument ( )
), :object to the testimony of a witness .

(2) to feel adverse to or express disapproval, dislike or distaste of

something ( . ),  :object to modern materialism
.
“ ” “
b ’
” . “ ” . “ ” R y Objecl 10 “
”
b o

Generalizations about nationalities (Americans are incurable optimists,
Germans are professional pessimists, and Italians are amused by both) are
usually not welcomed, even when they’re basically accurate.

( ) ( ) (

’ even .



’ b ’
, are not
welcomed , .

“when” . s

”
’ o

(D .

When a representative exceeds his allotted time, the president shall call

him to order without delay. ( )
, o
When there is really planned and proportionate development, our
national economy will achieve sustained, stable and high-speed growth.

’ N

(2 .
Why was he late when he knew the meeting began at eight sharp?

?

’

But when the wolf continued for a long time following in the train of

his flock without the least attempt to annoy them., he began to look upon
him more as a friend than a foe. ,

(3) .

He lent me the book when he liked it best. ,

°

She persisted in her work when she might take a good rest.

* o

(€Y) o
When 1 reached the age of twelve, I left the school forever.

’ o

When water becomes solid, we call it ice. s

o

Inside pressure rises when temperature rises.

)
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