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”

He came from a rocky farm in Italy, somewhere south of
Rome. How or when he got to America, I don’t know. But one
evening I found him standing in the driveway, behind my garage.

He was about five-foot-seven or eight, and thin.
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driveway

highway ;

motorway (BrE)

'
(1) He looked for the girl whose heart he knew, but whose

'
face he didn’t, the girl with the rose.
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bore vt. @ ()

- bore sb. to death/tears

their trivial conversation.

- bored boring : bored

ry boring

discussion boring.

rina ) o

A He always bores her with the same story.

@) A The movie was a bore. R

- boredom 7 . , bored a .

s boring « .
A1 was bored to death/tears by

. AAre you bored with my sto-
. Al found the
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Learning. Chinese-Style

(1)For a month in the spring of 1987, my wife Ellen and I

lived in the bustling eastern Chinese city of Nanjing with our 18

— month — old son Benjamin while studying arts education in Chi-

nese kindergartens and elementary schools. (2) But one of the

most telling lessons Ellen and I got in the difference between

Chinese and American ideas of education came not in the class-

room but in the lobby of the Jinling Hotel where we stayed in

Nanjing.
1987 s 18

’

°

Benjamin loved to carry the key around, shaking it vigorous-
ly. He also liked to try to place it into the slot. (3)Because of

his tender age and incomplete understanding of the need to posi-

tion the key just so. he would usually fail. Benjamin was not

bothered in the least. (41)He probably got as much pleasure out of

the sounds the key made as he did those few times when the key

actually found its way into the slot.
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Howard Gardner

1987
full of busy activity

impressive

I
( )
[ 1

nursery school
kindergarten
elementary school

primary school

(AE)

(BE)

------ || energetically

not at all || ==+

reach a destination naturally

[ )|

not in the least

mzo 4—-zC



o

Now both Ellen and I were perfectly happy to allow Benja-
min to bang the key near the key slot. His exploratory behavior
seemed harmless enough. But I soon observed an interesting phe-

nomenon, (5)Any Chinese staff member nearby would come over

to watch Benjamin and. noting his lack of initial success. at-

tempt to assist. He or she would hold onto Benjamin’s hand and,
gently but firmly, guide it directly toward the slot, reposition it

as necessary, and help him to insert it. (6)The “teacher” would

then smile somewhat expectantly at Ellen or me, as if awaiting a

thank you — and on occasion would frown slightly, as if consider-

ing us to be neglecting our parental duties.

’

The Chinese show a child how to do something, or teach by
‘holding his hand while the Westerners teach a child to rely

%on himself for solutions to problems.

TWO DIFFERENT WAYS TO LEARN
With a few exceptions my Chinese colleagues displayed the
same attitude as the staff at the Jinling Hotel. Since adults know
how to place the key in the key slot, which is the ultimate pur-
pose of approaching the slot, and since the child is neither old
enough nor clever enough to realize the desired action on his
own. what possible gain is achieved by having him struggle (7)

He may well get frustrated and angry — certainly not a desirable

outcome, Why not show him what to do He will be happy, he
will learn how to accomplish the task sooner, and then he can
proceed to more complex activities, like opening the door or ask-
ing for the key — both of which accomplishments can (and should)

in due course be modeled for him as well.

least of all ~ +e-ee- s seeess
at least

to say the least (of it)

Il

of or at the beginning, first

to some degree. a little ||

now and then s

Il
[ 1
come over ;
come across ( ) L e
come along
come at oo N
come out . s
come through —~  «---e: R

. )

skill, successful completion

at the proper time Il



We listened to such explanations sympathetically and ex-
plained that, first of all. we did not much care whether Benjamin
succeeded in inserting the key into the slot. (8)He was having a

good time and was exploring, two activities that did matter to us.

But the critical point was that. in the process. we were trying to
teach Benjamin that one can solve a problem effectively by one-
self. Such self-reliance is a principle value of child rearing in mid-

dle-class America. (9)So long as the child is shown exactly how

to do something—whether it be placing a key in a key slot, draw-

ing a hen or making up for a misdeed—he is less likely to figure

out himself how to accomplish such a task. And., more generally.

he is less likely to view life — as Americans do — as a series of situ-
ations in which one has to learn to think for oneself, to solve
problems on one’ s own and even to discover new problems for

which creative solutions are wanted.
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o
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TEACHING BY HOLDING HIS HAND

(10) In retrospect, it became clear to me that this incident

was indeed key — and key in more than one sense. It pointed to

important differences in the educational and artistic practices in

our two countries.
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(Das well

(2)as well as
ly...but also...”
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as well as

compensate for i

regard. . .as, consider. .

Il

[ )|
make up for ,
make at = eeeeer s

make for

make out .

make over ~ eeeeee s

make up B 3
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very important ||
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When our well-intentioned Chinese observers came to
Benjamin’s rescue, they did not simply push his hand down clumsily
or uncertainly, as I might have done. Instead, they guided him with
extreme facility and gentleness in precisely the desired direction. I
came to realize that these Chinese were not just molding and shaping
Benjamin’s performance in any old manner: In the best Chinese tra-
dition. they were ba zhe shou jiao — “teaching by holding his hand”—
so much so that he would happily come back for more.

s

The idea that learning should take place by continual careful
shaping and molding applies equally to the arts. Watching chil-
dren at work in a classroom setting. we were astonished by their
facility. Children as young as 5 or 6 were painting flowers, fish
and animals with the skill and confidence of an adult; calligra-
phers 9 and 10 years old were producing works that could have
been displayed in a museum. In a visit to the homes of two of the
young artists, we learned from their parents that they worked on

perfecting their craft for several hours a day.

iThe Chinese give priority to developing skills at an early
iage, believing that creativity can be promoted over time;
the Westerners put more emphasis on fostering creativity in
young children , thinking that skills can be picked up later.

having good intensions || help

Benjamin || || awkwardly and un-

gracefully

to such an extent ||
[ 1

instead s s

“ ”

conversely” .“ on the contrary’

4
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|| repeated
be relevant to

a set of surrounding. background Il

Il

try hard to achieve or improve

skill, esp. with one’s hand

[ 1

take place ( ) s s
happen

occur s

o happen o



CREATIVITY FIRST
In terms of attitudes to creativity there seems to be a reversal
of priorities: young Westerners making their boldest departures
first and then gradually mastering the tradition; and young Chi-
nese being almost inseparable from the tradition, but, over time.
possibly evolving to a point equally original.

A

’ ’ ’

o

One way of summarizing the American position is to state
that we value originality and independence more than the Chinese
do. The contrast between our two cultures can also be seen in
terms of the fears we both harbors. Chinese teachers are fearful
that if skills are not acquired early, they may never be acquired;
there is, on the other hand. no comparable hurry to promote cre-
ativity, American educators fear that unless creativity has been
acquired early, it may never emerge; on the other hand, skills

can be picked up later.

o

However, I do not want to overstate my case. There is
enormous creativity to be found in Chinese scientific, technologi-
cal and artistic innovations past and present. And there is a dan-
ger of exaggerating creative breakthroughs in the West. When
any innovation is examined closely, its reliance on previous a-
chievements is all too apparent (the “standing on the shoulders of

giants” phenomenon) .

impossible to separate from sth. else ||

|| develop gradually ||

keep sth. secretly in one’s mind

come out

gain; learn .

pick up s

“( N N

extremely large .

Il

|| an important event or discovery

Ir "

[ 1
reliance B

trust s

°

dependence
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But assuming that the contrast I have developed is valid. and
that the fostering of skills and creativity are both worthwhile
goals, the important question becomes this: Can we gather, from
the Chinese and American extremes. a superior way to approach
education, perhaps striking a better balance between the poles of
creativity and basic skills

s s

Part I

Il
[ 1
valid  ( . ) o
sound R
convincing o

(1)<_For a month in the spring of 1987 >, my wife Ellen and I
lived in the (bustling eastern) Chinese city of Nanjing with
our 18-month-old son Benjamin <~ while studying arts educa-

tion in Chinese kindergartens and elementary schools .

In the spring of 1987, my wife Ellen . my 18-month-old
son and I stayed in the busy eastern Chinese city of Nan-
jing for a month to study arts education in Chinese kin-

dergartens and elementary schools .

1987 s 18

F e
(2)But one of the most telling lessons Ellen and I got in the
difference between Chinese and American ideas of education
came not <_in the classroom >but <_in the lobby of the Jin-

ling Hotel where we stayed in Nanjing .

It is at the lobby of the Jinling Hotel located in Nanjing
not in the classroom that Ellen and I got the most impres-
sive lessons in the difference between Chinese and Ameri-

can ideas of education

»% our 18-month-old son

s 18, mounth, old
month , 18-
month-old s
, son,

our 18 months old son  our
son of 18 months old.
¢ while
s : while we
were studying arts education. . . ,

i

be ,
be B

>:<n0t. . but L. eseses eseees
not. ..but. .. , not
but
and. but, or, yet, for, while, as well
as, both... and..., not only... but
also, either... or..., neither... nor,

not that. .. but that, whether...or

°



(3)<"Because of his tender age and incomplete understanding of
L
the need to position the key just so ~, he would usually fail.

Because he was young and he cannot understand the need
to position the key carefully to fit into the narrow key

slot, he would fail .

%
(4)He probably got as much pleasure out of the sounds the key

F e
made as he did those few times when the key actually found

its way into the slot.

He got much pleasure from the sound of the key and at the
same time, he also got much pleasure from his actions of

reaching the key slot .

(5)Any Chinese staff member nearby would come over to watch
Benjamin and, noting his lack of initial success, attempt to

assist.

Any Chinese staff member who was standing nearby
would come over to watch Benjamin and when they noted
that Benjamin cannot fit the key into the key slot. they

would try to help Benjamin .

(6)The “teacher” would then smile somewhat expectantly at El-
len or me, as if awaiting a thank you — and <_on occasion >
would frown slightly, as if considering us to be neglecting

our parental duties.

The “teacher” would then smile a little hopefully at El-
len or me, as if he or she was waiting for our thanks
and sometimes they would frown slightly . as if we were
not responsible parents.

“ ”

b need o
P because of
>:< as. QS seceee eesees
( )
, as...as R
+ ( ) +as+
+as. ..
+ ( ) +as+
+as.
# when , times.

#noting his lack of initial success

’

when : when
they noted. .. .
* B
they would,
s smile at eeeeee
2% somewhat , to some de-
gree, a little, ,somewhat
expectantly .,
#as if s ¢
@ .as if
o) ) ,
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(7)He may well get frustrated and angry — certainly not a desira-
ble outcome.
He is likely to get frustrated and angry. which is not

what we expected .

(8) He was having a good time and was exploring, two
e
activities that did matter to us.

What we cared was that he was having a good time and

was exploring .

(9)<_So long as the child is shown exactly how to do something
— whether it be placing a key in a key slot, drawing a hen or
making up for a misdeed— > he is less likely to figure out

himself how to accomplish such a task.

If we show the child exactly how to do something
whether we teach them how to place a key in a key slot ,
drawing a hen or compensating for a wrong act he is

less likely to know how to accomplish a task by himself.

(10)<"In retrospect >, it became clear to me that this incident

was indeed key — and key in more than one sense.

When I looked back towards the past, I realized that the

incident was very important in many senses .

as if B

®as if s

% may well , “be very

likely to”,

s may well not,
s did >
« »”
% matter s “
”

%so long as  eeeees s sesens s
#whether. . .or...  eeeeee eeeenn

s whether

% figure out

St s that
#1in a/one sense ,
Xmore than ...... N I R



Part 1T

style

attach

occasion

n. O , A change one’s style of living A develop one’ s
style A Some people have criticized the Prime Minister’s style of lead-
ership. .
@ A the latest spring styles A That style of dressing is
very old-fashioned here. .
® , A the Gothic style of architecture
B stytish . , ; stylistic a . ( ) ; stylist
n.
- come into style A That type of evening dress came into style shortly af-
ter the war. . in style ; s

A This type of dress is now in style. . A When they
got married they decided to do it in style .and gave a big party.

s . out of style A Long hair is definitely out of

style at the moment. .
vt. O, A attach a label to each piece of luggage
@) ( N ) AHe attached his signature to the contract. R
@ | ) ( ) A The school is attached to the Normal College.

o

@ ( ), , ADo you attach any importance to what he said

- attachment 7. ; f
- be attached to s s s A He is deeply attached to the old typewrit-

er. o

n. O , A on one occasion A2 formal occasion
® y s s A in honor of occasion A His wedding was a
great occasion . R
® s A choose one’s occasion A There was no occasion for me to tell
her. o
- occasional a . s
- on/upon occasion s A He reads detective stories on occasion .

. take occasion to do sth, ~  «e-eer A1 want to take this occasion to
thank you. . be equal to the occasion
A Young as he was, he was equal to the occasion . . by occasion

of s A The debate had to be postponed. by occasion of the illness of one of the

mzo 4—-zC



principal speakers. s o

neglect vt. @O , , A neglect one’s work A He neglected his own
health. o
@ ) s A neglect one’s meals and sleep ADon’t neg-
lect to lock the door when you leave. .
n. , , A fall into neglect A Neglect of his studies caused him to
tail. .
- negligent a. ( ) ; negligence 7 . ( ) ;
neglectful « . s
- neglect,ignore  overlook: neglect N
; ignore s 5 s
soverlook o
critical a. O s , s A a critical situation A

The next two weeks will be critical for the company.

o

@ , A a critical attitude ADon’t be so critical
of everyone else. R
® , A a critical writer A a critical essay
- critic n. s criticism 7 . s crisis n. . s
criticize vt. ,
effective a. D , A take effective measures A This medicine is
highly effective against cancer. .
@] ) , A The new law becomes effective on April 1.
4 1 o
- effect n . s effectively adv. s
- effective  efficient: effective s ;
efficient N N o
principal a. , A principal industries of a country AOur princi-
pal food is rice. .
n. A The school principal announced the honor roll list. o
- principal  principle: principal s “ s ”, s
“ ”; principle s “ s ; R 7
solution n. O , , Aarrive at / come to / reach a solution A

find /seek a solution At took a long time to find the solution .




continual

apply

contrast

emerge

@ , ; , A a solution of salt and water A You make a salt solu-
tion by stirring salt into water until it disappears. s
- solve vt. s sovable a .
- a solution for /to / of a problem A The loan was only a tempora-
ry solution to the country’s financial difficulties.

o

a. , A continual rain A There is continual trouble
on the frontier. .
- continue v. s continually adv. ,
- continual continuous : continual : .
; continuous s o
vi. O A In this way they can better apply theory to practice.
@ A The factory decided to apply to the government for financial help.

°

- application n . H s

- apply oneself to ~ eeeeee L A She applied herself to her
new duties with great enthusiasm. .
n. D y A constitute a sharp contrast to  «+--- AlLet’s have

the two together to show the contrast.

o

@ , A the contrast between deserts and jungles
vt. (e ) y A The book contrasts child-rearing methods in America and
Russia. o
Vi (e ) A His behavior contrasts unfavorably with his principles.
- by/ in contrast s A By contrast . our use of oil has increased e-
normously. . . in contrast with/to  «ecee*
g e AIn contrast to your belief that we will fail, I am confident that
we will succeed. . N
- contrast  compare: contrast ; compare
vi. D s A The sun emerged from the clouds. R
O N ) , A 1t later emerged that the driver of the car had been

11
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enormous

worthwhile

superior

drunk. , B

- emergence 7 . ’ ’ emergent a. .
- emergence emergency : ’ . emer-

“ “ ”

gence s , ” ; emergency .

a. , A an enormous amount of money A China is an e-

normous country. o

- enormousness 7 . s
- enormous, huge, immense, gigantic  vast:enormous .
° ’ ’ ’ 3
huge o N ; immense
s ; gigantic s

; vast ’ ’ °

a. y A a worthwhile task A This is a
worthwhile cause. .

- worthwhile, worth  worthy: worthwhile N H
worth , , . H
worthy s ., worth s s s

of ’ o . ~

a. , A clearly superior A This carpet is far superior to
that one in quality. o
n. , , A an immediate superior A He is always flattering his

SUperiors . .

- superiority 7. s
- superior to A The socialist system is incomparably superior to the capitalist

system. o

Part




