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LESSON 1

Twelve Things I Wish They Taught at School

1. matter (v. ) to be important , ,
It doesn’t matter if I miss my train, because there’s another later. (
: )
It doesn’t matter to me whether they come or not. (
‘Nothing matters now,’ he says sadly. (“ 7

—

1) matter, weigh
« , ‘matter to sb.”’
with sb.’
— Does it weigh with you at all what she does? (
— No, it doesn’t weigh much with me. ( )
2) matter , a matter of ‘about’ ,
a matter of + , ,

Don’t worry, it’s only a matter of hours till the doctor arrives. (

)
The complicated work will be finished in a matter of minutes. (
)
3) matter «“ ”
, ‘It doesn’t matter’; ‘It matters little’ «
2. acwuire (v. ) to learn or to gain, esp. through a plan, over a long time,
)
She acquired her (knowledge of ) French while living in Paris. (
)
acwuirement (7. ) , ()

‘weigh

?)

it
P
ete. (



3.

5.

restrict (v. ) to keep within limits ,

I am restricted by time. ( )
Women in China are no longer restricted to domestic labor now. (
)
restricted (adj. ) , ; restriction (n.) , ; restrictive
(adj.)
: restrict, restrain

restrict ( )
He restricted himself to (smoking) two cigarettes a day. ( ,

)
restrain

The laws are intended to restrain the sale of alcohol. ( -

crovide (v. ) to supply sth. needed or useful ,

Can your shop provide tents for 20 campers?( 20 ?)
The teacher provided children with some well-illustrated books. (
)
crovision (n. ) ,
1) provide : provide sb. with sth.,  provide sth. for sb.
2) : provide, supply
supply , supply sb. with sth., supply sth. to/
for sb.
In Britain milk is supplied to each house in bottle. ( ,
)
3) provided providing , if and only if , on condition that ,

Provided / Providing that circumstances permit, we shall hold the meeting
next week. ( , .

excosure (n. ) the state of being exposed (to a stated influence or weather)

( ) ( ).

much exposure to danger ( )

2 .



He was suffering from exposure to nuclear radiation. (

—

excose (v.) ;

—

expose  exposure to

SOEs in China have been exposed to the market competition. (

)

. above (prep. ) (fig) better than or more than; higher in quality than (
9 ( 2 )

A great man rises above vanity. ( )
He’s above stealing. ( )
The company values hard work above good idea. ( ,

)

—

above below,

He is below the average at school. ( )
He is below her in social standing. ( )

. enrich (v.) to make rich

Music can enrich your whole life. ( )
The expanding economy enriched the peasants. (

)

—

enrichment (7. ) ,

. be ocen to willing to receive; not safe from . ;

—

We are open to all kinds of suggestions. ( )

7t0 ’

The competition is open to all pupils under twelve years of age. ( 12



)

Such a description is open to misunderstanding. ( -

. far from ,

—

1)
Far from relieving my cough, the medicine aggravated it. (
: )
The problem is far from being solved. ( )
2) . being
Far from (being) angry, he’s delighted. ( , )
Your work is far from (being) satisfactory. ( )
3)
He is far from a fool. He is not a fool, far from it. ( -
. take deliTht in to take or receive great pleasure in ,
My grandfather takes delight in (looking at) pictures. ( [
)
The naughty boy takes great delight in pulling the dog’s tail. (
)
. lead to  to have as a result, cause ,
Smoking cigarettes leads to lung cancer. ( )
A cold can lead to pneumonia. ( )

This test is obviously bad because it leads to incorrect learning. (

: )

—

: cause, produce, result in, bring about

Smoking cigarettes may result in lung disease. ( )
Dirt often brings about disease. ( -
. in some respects respect a detail, point,
The new job is better paid, but in some respects less interesting. (
: )
1) in every respect , ( ); in many respects

In many respects , John is the best boy we have had in the school. (

: )

The plan is faulty in every respect. ( )
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2) in some respects  in respect of something,
His work is good in respect of quality but unsatisfactory in respect of quantity.
( , , -
6. be capable of ,
The situation is capable of improvement. ( )

There was only one man in the city capable of lending him $ 20, 000. (

2 )
be capable of  be able to , be capable of ,
be able to

I don’t believe you are able to win./ I don’t believe you are capable of winning it.

( )

Work on the Text

1. Answer these wuestions.

1) Just after the Second World War.

2) The facilities and the skills of the teachers were probably well above average
for the U. S. at that time.

3) Choose a subject that really interests you and place it in its broader human
context, but don’t get trapped by the first subject that interests you, or the
first thing that you find you are good at.

4) Because many apparently naive questions are really deep ones and the answers
can be a gateway to real insights.

5) Because you can gradually understand their experience behind their remarks,
their particular perspectives, which may enrich your life.

6) Because everybody’s understanding is incomplete, we should be open to cor-
rection and learn from our own mistakes.

7) Because everyone in this planet should have at least something to say about the
direction in which we are going. The author is worried that we are changing
our planet for some short-term advantage when the long-term implications are
unknown.

8) On the great discoveries of the human spirit.

9) Open to discussion.

10) Open to discussion.



11) Open to discussion.
12) OKen to discussion.

2. Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary before looking at the
Word List. (You have to decide the part of speech of each first.d

1) facility (n.) skillfulness
2) grateful (adj. ) feeling or showing thanks to
3) matter (v.) be important because it has effects on a particular situa-

tion or on sb.

4) philosopher (n. ) a person who studies or writes about basic things such as
the nature of existence, knowledge, thought, or about
how people should live

5) insight (n.) accurate and deeK understandin,

3. Parachrase.

1) Every student should often know / live through the happy surprise of explor-
ing or understanding.

2) The replies to those questions may lead to precise and deep understanding of
things.

3) ... become indifferent or insensitive to what is happening around you.

4) The shame merely lies in the fact that you do not draw any lesson from your
mistakes.

5) ... there may be something in it worth reading and admiring.

Vocabulary Exercises

1. Complete the following sentences with compound words formed in the same way as in
the examples. Each word is to be used once only g

1) supermarket 2) first-hand 3) gentleman 4) high-grade 5- newcomer

2. Translate the followinE into EnFlish.
10 Use the verb + noun collocation.

attend the meeting do a good job experience the hardship
teach oneself English discover wonders suppress the cough
acquire a skill acquire knowledge require courage

enrich one’s life be open to correction correct mistakes
abandon the future make the effort 2to do”

2) Use the “useful expressions”.

(1) The newly built bridge collapsed, which led to the criminal accusation of



one engineer and two local officials. / The collapse of the newly built
bridge led to the ...
(2) He worked the whole day, leaving his lunch untouched.
(3) Far from (being) a waste of time, regular physical exercises strengthen
the students and prepare them better for the study.
(4) The seals and dolphins in the Sea World are capable of various perfor-
mances, which greatly entertains the little audience.
(5) Those who take delight in others’ suffering will sooner or later receive
their judgment.
(6) There is still plenty of room to be improved in some respects of the new
dictionary.
(7) When the bus rushed off the road and turned over, many children got
trapped in it.
(8) In the opening ceremony, the municipal government will provide food
for over 1,000 guests.
(9) In China an urban family is restricted to having only one child.
(10) It does not matter where we o as lon as we can have / et a rest / re-
laxation.
3) Use learn, ask and teach.
(1) The little boy asked the policeman how to get to the railway station.
(2) There is no short cut to learning English.
(3) I decided to see my favorite math teacher when I learnt that he was still
teaching in that school.
(4) That old worker teaches his children to be honest.
(5) He asked his boss if he could leave the office earlier that day.
(6) Hardship has taught us to be grateful to what we have had / owned now.
(7) On graduation / When he graduated he asked to go to Tibet to work for
a year.
(8) What I want is just to care about others and be cared about; I’m not ask-
ing for too much.
(9) A clever man learns from his own mistakes.
(10) It was no use asking for help as it was well past mid-night.
(11) The scientist teaches his students to look forward to the future.
(12) When asked what was the greatest pleasure in her life, she said, ‘Study-

ing’ r

3. Com/lete the followinE sentences.
1) Put suitable brebositions or adverbs in the blanks.
(1) of (2) at (3) for; above (4) in (5) In
7 .



(6) at;of  (7) On; in (8) on (9) in; behind (10) to; at; on
(11) by 212" from

2) Choose the ri, ht word from the brackets.
(1) facilities (2) difficult (3) confident (4) confine (5) remarks

4. Choose the best word for each blank.
(1) a (2) when (3) move (4) what (5) by
(6) taking (7) release (8) makes (9) perhaps (10) so
(11) at least  (12) more

Grammar & Usage

1. Choose the rilht verb form.
1) is 2) are 3) are 4) stay 5) is
6) are 7) is 8) means 9) is / are 10) belong

2. Put in the correct form of the verb in brackets.
1) are 2) are 3) is doing 4) is
5) do not go 6- are criticized 7- does not believe 8- has

3. Translate the following into English, paying scecial attention to verb forms.
1) Both Mary and her child like Uncle Tom very much.
2) Either my father or my mother will come to the parents’ meeting.
3) The team are now receiving / taking severe training.
4) The government is criticized by its people for this policy.
5) Neither you nor your friend Jack has to be responsible for this.
6) The KoultrH are easilH infected bH this kind of disease.

4. Complete the following sentences with the correct choice (for revision of nouns) g
1) B 2)B 3)C 49 A 5 C 6)D 7)C 8 A 9)C 10) A
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