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So numerous seemed those fires the banks between
Of Xanthus, blazing, and the fleet of Greece
In prospect all of Troy;
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For not through sloth or tardness on us

Aught chargeable, have Ilium’s sons thine arms
Stript from Patroclus’ shoulders; but a God
Matchless in battle, offspring of bright-haired
Latona, him contending in the van

Slew, for the glory of the chief of Troy.
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So let it be!

Portents and prodigies are lost on me;

goobooooboooobbooo

Xanthus, why prophesiest thou my death to me?

Thou needest not at all:
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O friend, if keeping back

Would keep back age from us, and death, and that
we might not wrack

In this life’s human sea at all, but that deferring now

We shunned death ever,— nor would I half this vain
valor show, .

Nor glorify a folly so, to wish thee to advance;

But since we must go, though not here, and that be-
sides the chance

Proposed now, there are infinite fates, etc.
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If indeed, but once this battle avoided,
We were for ever to live without growing old and immortal —
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if keeping back
Would keep back age from us, and death, and that
we might not wrack

In this life’s human sea at all;
gooooooooonoog

Why gave we you to royal Peleus, to a mortal? but ye

are without old age, and immortal
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Why gave we you t’a mortal king, when immortality
And incapacity of age so dignifies your states?
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“Nor does my own heart so bid me” (to keep safe be-
hind the walls), “Since I have learned to be staunch al-
ways, and to fight among the foremost of the Trojans,
busy on behalf of my father’s great glory, and my own.”
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breathe ]

Did never teach me that; much less, since the con-
tempt of death ’

Was settled in me, and my mind knew what a worthy
was,

Whose office is to lead in fight, and give no danger
pass

Without improvement. In this fire must Hector's trial
shine:

Here must his country, father, friends, be in him

made divine.
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the day will be . when sacred Troy shall perish
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And such a stormy day shall come, in mind and soul 1
know,
When sacred Troy shall shed her towers, for tears of

overthrow.
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A thousand fires along the plain. 1 say. that night were burn-
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Infatuate! O that thou wert lord to some other army U U 0O 0
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Poor wretched beasts, said he,
Why gave we you to® a mortal king, when immortality
And incapacity of age so dignifies your states?

Was it to haste the miseries poured out on human fates?
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These words said, he fell to horrid deeds, Gave dreadful signal ,

and forthright made fly his one-hoofed steeds,
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O gentle friend! if thou and I, from this encounter ‘scaping.

Hereafter might for ever be from Eld and Death exempted

As heavenly gods, not I in sooth would fight among the fore-
most,

More liefly thee would I advance to man-ennobling battle.

Now, — sith ten thousands shapes of Death do anygait pursue
us

Which never mortal may evade, though sly of foot and nim-
ble;—

Onward! and glory let us earn, or glory yield to someone.

Could all our care elude the gloomy grave

Which claims no less the fearful than the brave,
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