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Law and Law Courts

W herever people live together in communities there will

always be disputes. Among animals conflicts result

in victory for the stronger or quicker. But human beings
believe that in a dispute the one who is right should win.
Sometimes the problem is so complicated that it can be settled

only in a law court.

A law court is a meeting place set up by the government
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for the just and peaceful settlement of disputes and for the
enforcement of law. Courts and methods of carrying out
justice have changed as society has changed. Over the
centuries the changes have been very great.

In the past people in Europe often settled disputes in
ways that seem extremely cruel and unfair to us. One method
was called the cold-water ordeal . The accused person was
tied and put into water. If he sank he was considered
innocent. If he floated he was considered guilty and was
punished. Another method was called hot-water ordeal. The
accused person put his hand in boiling water and pulled out a
stone. If his hand showed no injury after three days he was
considered innocent. In still another method the accused had
to swallow a big piece of food without choking on it .

From these barbaric methods however developed
through the centuries the present system of trials in courts of
law.

Courts handle two kinds of disputes civil and criminal
but it is not always easy to tell the difference between the
two. In general a civil case is a dispute between two private
citizens. The court must decide which one is right. A
criminal case is a dispute between an individual and the whole
community. A policeman claims that the person has broken a
law or committed a crime that harms the community. The
court must decide if the person is guilty of this crime.

Laws are rules that define people’s rights and



responsibilities towards society . They are agreed on by
society and made official by governments .

Some people look on laws with fear or hatred. Laws
seem to limit a person’s freedom to do many things he would
like to. Though laws may prevent us from doing things we
wish to do at the moment laws also stop others from doing
things that might harm us. Laws make everyone’s life safer
and more pleasant. Without laws we could not hold on to
our property. We could not go to bed at night expecting to
wake up in the morning and find we had not been robbed. No
stores in which we buy food clothes and other necessities
could stay open and sell to us. Our banks would not be safe
places for our money. Social life would be impossible without
laws to control the way people treat each other. But unless
laws are enforced they cannot protect us.

Law enforcement has four steps arrest of a suspect
decision about his guilt or innocence sentencing and
punishment. Primitive tribes in ancient times settled the
question of guilt or innocence quickly. Sometimes they used
torture. More common were trials by fights between the
accused and the injured or his representative. The winner was
thought innocent because primitive people believed that gods
helped the innocent. Primitive societies used many
punishments. For personal injuries it was common to act
according to the rule” an eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth.”

If a man knocked out someone’s tooth his own tooth would
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be knocked out in return. Today capital punishment for
murder is based on this idea if a person kills someone he

must pay with his own life.

New Words

community ka'mjurnitr
dispute dis'pjust
conflict 'kpnflikt

“jury  'dzuert

settlement 'setlmont
“enforcement 1n'forsmont
justice 'dzastrs
extremely 1ks'trizmlr

“ordeal o:'dizl

accuse o'kjurz
innocent 'tnosnt
guilty 'giltr

injury 'mdzort
“swallow 'swplou
“choke tfouk
“barbaric  ba:'barik
trial 'trarol

civil 'spvl

criminal 'krrminl



citizen 'sitizn
individual 1nd1'vidzual
claim klerm

commit ko'mit

crime kraim

define dr'fain
responsibility  r1s,ponsa'bilatr
hatred 'hertrid

property 'propoti
necessity nir'sesotr
“enforce m'fors
suspect sas'pekt
sentence 'sentons
primitive 'primrtrv
“tribe trarb

“torture 'tort[o

murder 'ma:do

Phrases and Expressions

carry out

be guilty of

agree on

look on with

prevent/stop . .. from doing

hold on to

Notes
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carrying out justice

ordeal

cold/hot-water /

... to swallow a big piece of food without choking on it

Laws are rules that define people’s rights and

responsibilities towards society.

. made official by governments

e Regard for the public welfare is the highest law.

Proverbs e There is no general rule without some exception.




For what purposes are law courts established

What were the old ways to settle disputes

How did the present trial system develop

What is the difference between the civil case and criminal
case

What are laws

Why do some people hate laws

How many steps are there in the law enforcement

What would happen if there would no laws

A enforce B. innocent C. claim D. community
F. criminal G. suspect H. arrest I. dispute
J. individual K. sentence
illegal referring to crime
to seize sb. by the authority of the law
not guilty of a crime
to demand as one’s own or as one’s right
a person suspected to be involved in a crime
a conflict of claims or rights
neighborhood

single person as distinguished from a group or
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class
to cause to take effect
the judgement formally pronounced by the court

upon the defendant

civil law

civil action

civil servant

civil marriage

criminal action

criminal court

/ A hardened criminal

criminal record

f enforce the laws

enforce a debt/
enforcement of a debt




