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Unit 1 Gateway to the USA

IDIOM LEARNING

First things first. (saying) used to tell some-
body to deal with things in order of importance. & %
TWHFERE; BFE —.

first or later —at indefinite time; sooner or later
Bf ) R A et ¥ a; RFER A4

First come, first served. 53|28 3% (&3] &8,
REIRAF); LB LB

Perhaps no single monument in the USA is as famous as the
Statue of Liberty. Standing on a small island in New York Har-
bor, the crowned Lady, holding aloft in her right hand the torch
of freedom and in her left hand a tablet which is inscribed on July
4th, 1776, is a symbol of American democracy. She is colossal.
She is 151 ft. high and the pedestal on which she stands is almost
as much. An elevator takes visitors to the top of the pedestal, a-
round which a balcony runs. A spiral staircase goes up to the
crown, and another to the torch. The Statue of Liberty was a
gift to the USA from France in 1886, as a mark of friendship and

also in memory of the aid France gave the Americans during the
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American Revolution.

For millions of immigrants, the Statue was their first sight
of the Promised Land, and for a few it was almost the last, as
they sailed back home again to a desolate future. About a mile
from Liberty Island, there is another small island, called Ellis Is-
land. It was here that they had to wait their turn to be examined
by doctors and officials. Most of the immigrants could not speak
a word of English. But only two out of 100 immigrants were re-
fused admission to New York City.

New York was a bitter disillusionment to some immigrants.
Far from being a city paved with gold, it was a city teeming with
overcrowded, unhealthy and unsafe ghettos. Because they could
not speak English, the newcomers found it difficult to get work
at once, and their living quarters were often slums.

However, they found in the USA opportunities of bettering
themselves and of escaping from the tyranny which many of them
had suffered in their own countries. To that extent, the Statue of
Liberty did give them an honest welcome.

Most immigrants from Europe now pass through New York
City via Kennedy Airport. But for immigrants from Asia— Kore-
ans, Filipinos, Chinese, the gateway to the USA is San Francis-

co, not New York City.

NOTES

1.the Statue of Liberty: HH Z#M{%. &7 TA LN —1
AN b R 151 R, MR IR 151 SR

2.1inscribe: Z|, EJ

3. disillusionment: ZJAE % K

4.ghetto, slum: FTR &




5.tyranny: ZB, BB, &

6.via: Zexd, WL, v

DISCUSSIONS

A. Work in groups of 2 or 3, discussing the following vo-
cabulary questions.

1. Try to find as many words as you can which have the same
meaning as “colossal". Make a list of them, and compare your
list with your neighbours.

2. What is an immigrant? What's an emigrant?

3.For what reasons were immigrants disillusioned with New
York?

4. What's the meaning of the word “neighbourhood” in A-
merican English?

5. Why did the immigrants regard the USA as a promised
land?

B. Discussion Questions

1. Why was the Statue of Liberty among the immigrants’ first
sights of New York City?

2. What does the Statue of Liberty commemorate?

3. Describe the Statue of Liberty, and describe the highest
monument in your city.

4.For many immigrants, is New York City a city paved with
gold? Why or why not?

5. Which“gateway to the USA" do most oriental immigrants

pass through?

EXERCISES
A. Translate the following sentences into English orally.

L AE AR o v (9 N 0 28 A5 o 57 T R WA A B T 4
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1% . (standing)

2NEREBRE T RE. MEERE, B RS 5 i85
T —13 TAE. (immigrate)

3. K SEAR R A L A BS B R A A BE B IC 45 05 . (physical ex-
amination)

4. W NG, TH A Il b 8 4, BT LA 04, WUk
#IH4: 1. (paved with)

5. 8% —~FEMFPIEEN, EEMFARMAREE, £
ARIRAE. (slum)

B. Translate the following dialog into Chinese orally.

— Why did the French give us the Statue?

—To commemorate the help they gave us during the Ameri-
can Revolution.

—1Is the Statue very old?

—Not really. It was a gift from the French in 1886.

— What's on the tablet she’s holding in her hand?

—July 4th, 1776. That's Independence Day.

—Is there an elevator that goes right up to the crown?

—No, only to the top of the pedestal.

—1Is it possible to climb right up her right arm and get a
view from the very top?

— Yes, a spiral staircase goes right up into the torch.




Unit 2 America— The Melting Pot?

IDIOM LEARNING

first of all — taking everything into account;
completely %69 & & ; BaH5Lk

at first sight —after a quick look, before really
thinking about one’s feeling about sth. F—& &, #
A AR

of the first water — of the best quality, the
greatest JR E AT ), ®Ah K69

Is the United States a melting pot? In other words, have im-
migrants to the USA merged with the native Americans and
stopped to be Germans, Japanese, Poles, Irish, etc? It has been
suggested that a “pot of stew" might be a more suitable word
than “melting pot", for in a stew the meat and vegetables keep
their own characteristics, but thanks to the spices and the way it
is cooked, the stew has a distinctive flavor of its own.

Many American social workers feel that racial and national
groups should be encouraged to preserve their customs, tradi-

tions and languages. At the same time, it is agreed that all A-
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mericans must learn to speak English clearly and fluently, and
they must learn to adapt themselves to the American way of life.

However, there are ethnic groups who still stick together,
who speak their own languages and have preserved many of their
old customs. There are Hispanic communities, e.g. Mexicans,
Cubans, Puerto Ricans, most of whom still speak Spanish as
their first language. There are the American Indians and various
Asian groups, all of whom speak their own languages. Then
there are the 20 million blacks, who, though they speak English,
for the most part live separately.

Many descendants of European immigrants have also stayed
together in groups. Large numbers of hundreds of thousands of
Italians live together in neighborhoods which are predominantly
Italian. There are large German and Irish neighborhoods in cities
like Chicago. The little city of Frankenmuth, Michigan, founded
by German missionaries in 1840, still has a population which is
90 % German in origin. Fifty percent of the people still speak Ger-
man. With the exception of the Anglo-Saxons, the Germans are
the largest ethnic group in the USA. Americans of German an-
cestry have made a considerable contribution to their adopted
land and helped to enrich a distinctive American English. It is a
little known fact that there were already half a million Germans
in America at the time of the American Revolution. The com-
manders-in-chief in both world wars were of German ancestry:
General Pershing in World War I and General Eisenhower in
World War II. Some Irish Americans whose ancestors came to
the USA in the middle of 19th century still think themselves I-

rish.




Many blacks are beginning to trace their roots back to the
African tribes from which their ancestors were torn (separated)in
the days of slavery and some of them are identifying themselves
more and more with Africa. Some black leaders disapprove, re-
minding them that their culture and their language are not Afri-
can. They are American but many blacks are too bitterly against
white culture to feel American.

The oriental Americans have proved to be very successful
immigrants, although they add up to less than 1% of the popula-
tion. The Chinese in their Chinatowns are very self-contained and
industrious. Japanese Americans were shamefully treated during
World War II but have re-established themselves and have come

to gain the respect and admiration of their fellow Americans.

NOTES

1.merge with: 5... &3, 5.. ghifE—i&

2. stew: 18 KRR

3.thanks to : £, 5

4.preserve: {88, 1&4F

5. ...and they must learn to adapt themselves to the Ameri-
can way of life. .. fUAITAAZ0 %% 25 38 I 3¢ ] i) A 3% 75 =X

6.predominantly: A0, AW, FEH

7.But many blacks are too bitterly against the white culture
to feel American. {HF 2 B AR ZU R X H A SCH, TS & E B
CEEEA.

DISCUSSIONS
A. Work in groups of 2 or 3, discussing the following vo-
cabulary questions.

1. What is an ethnic group?
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2. Whats the difference between “a melting pot" and “a pot
of stew"?

3. What would you have to do to adapt yourself to a new way
of life?

4. What does “predominantly Italian" mean?

5. What is the purpose of a “missionary"?

6.“The USA in my adopted country" suggests you have
made a decision. What decision?

B. Discussion Questions

1. What distinguishes Hispanics from other groups?

2.Name some of the large ethnic groups which live together
in city neighborhoods.

3. Many blacks are identifying themselves more and more
with Africa. Why are some of their leaders worried about this?

4.Give an example of the large part German Americans have
played in American history.

5. How many minorities are there in China? Name as many
as you can, and give as much information about them as you can.

C. Someone makes a statement on race relations with which
you disagree strongly. Use five dif ferent phrases or sentences to
express strong disagreement, e. g. “I never heard anything so
stupid in my whole life."

D. Someone makes a statement on immigration with which
you agree wholeheartedly. Use five sentences or phrases to ex-

press strong agreement, e.g. “ I'll go along with that 100% . "

EXERCISES
A. Translate the following sentences into English orally.

LR E B2 TAEZ A, NS PR B A A D B B (minori-




ty) i s . SO AT L.

2 AR, dh oA 34 R 5L, AR, AR S AR A R
Pk FZ L& A (well known; little known fact).

3. EE B AR ESREIEM, BT . ST A2 3 E
i

A HFERERMEE A, HREME T E R TTE, JF AR
Fw TR

5. IR KM, TEEREMHARREL HC N8 aJ7
S F A TR E AR E.

B. Listento your teacher playing the song “Mama He's Cra-
zy", performed by the Judds, and discuss the meaning with
your partner.

Mama Hes Crazy

Mama, Ive found someone

Like you said would come along

He's a sight, so unlike

Any man I've known

I was afraid to let him in

‘Cause I'm not the trusting kind

But now I'm convinced

That he's heaven sent

And must be out of his mind

And, Mama, youve always said,

“Better look before you leap."

Maybe so, but here I go,

Letting my heart lead me

He thinks I hung the moon and stars

I think hes a living dream
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And therere men

The ones like him

Are few and far between

Mama, he is crazy

Crazy over me

And in my life is where, he says
He always wants to be

I've never been so loved

He beats all I've ever known
Mama, he is crazy

He is crazy over me

Notes

1.“Mama He's Crazy" 2 1 &2 5k BA Judds JEHIE A, B R %
1984 4FJi 1+ K £ b loth HEFT B 5 =

2.let ...in: k... A B O WA

3. Look before you leap. =547




Unit 3 American English and
British English

IDIOM LEARNING
second only to sb./sth. —having only one person

or thing that is better, more important, etc. fLRK T

second nature to sb. —be easy and nature to sb.
kB R

on second thought(s) —changing one’s mind after
thinking more about sth. &4 —#, —#4

Written English is more or less the same in both Britain and
the USA, and in everyday speech, the two peoples have little dif-
ficulties in understanding one another. In fact, Americans have
exported a large number of their words and phrases to Britain
through literature, the movies, TV, American soldiers during
both world wars, and tourists.

Some of the words that Americans now use come from the
languages of their immigrants, particularly from the Germans,
who make up a large proportion of the countrys reputation.

Of course, there are some American words that are peculiar
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