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RPEFACE

Along with the development of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language has come an increase in
specialized teaching materials . For a number of years, the functional approach has been widely used
with the focus for teaching the language being to develop the student’ s ability to communicate effec-
tively . Good results have been obtained in recent years by using teaching materials based on such a
functional approach . Most of these materials have been specifically prepared for short term classes, a
particular level of spoken Chinese, or for a specialized area such astravel or busness . With these goals
and clientele clearly defined, it seemed unneccessary to address is sues of grammatical structure .

But isit possible to achieve a more balanced approach in teaching elementary Chinese, to move
from the structural framework to the functiona framework while giving equal weight to both ? Al-
though this is a theoretical question, it is aso a practica problem which needs a solution . Therefore in
this text, we have experimented a bit with a new approach . We have chosen lively but practical situa-
tions and have given attention to function and structure so that there is equal emphasis on all three .

The complete set has three volumes with Volumes One and Two containing 30 lessons each; the
third volume has 20 lessons . We have chosen ten special topics to be used throughout the 60 lessonsin
the first two volumes . Each lesson introduces some vocabulary necessary for these topics, there are six
units of ten lessons each and in each succeeding unit the same topics are treated with greater complexity
in terms of yocabulary and grammeatical structure . This alows students to consolidate what they have
learned and progress to a more advanced use of language rather than simply to amass new vocabul ary
items .

The ten topics are (1) introducing oneself; (2) talking about others; (3) marriage and family;
(4) requests, suggestions, and advice; (5) location and directions; (6) numbers and time; (7) de-
scriptions; (8) likes and favorite things; (9) culture and education; and (10) behavior .

To illustrate the way each topic appearsin the various units, number 5, location and directions, is
treated as follows:

Unit One, Asking for simple directions

Unit Two, Getting a room in a hotel, finding a seat in the theater

Unit Three, Complicated directions, searching for a key, looking a photographs

Unit Four, Taking a bus, describing the location of a place

Unite Six, Taking atrain, taking a plane, internationa travel .

The choice and arrangement of the lessons takes the students beyond classroom and school, giving
them a stronger and more practical vocabulary . The close relationship tebween cultural understanding
and language use is given emphasis as well . The organization and integration of topics and teaching
strategies makes this a very practical text . We have used the basic principle of language learning, that
the beginning student must advance from simple language structures to more difficult ones, in our
overall plan so that topic content, function, and structure are blended into one organic whole . Further-
more, like the subject matter, the points of grammar are aso repeated . For example, in Lesson One
the shi” sentence isaddressed; in Lesson Two, and again in Lesson Eleven of Unit Two, it is repeat-
ed .

There are no specific lessons on pronunciation . At the beginning of the series there isa ample in-



troduction to Chinese pronunciation based on a comparison with English . However, mastery of pro-
nunciation and intonation is addressed throughout, with most emphads given in the first ten lessons,
primarily through exercises . The number of exercises included and the emphasis on vocabulary choice
and control are unique features of this series. Volumes One and Two have about 1700 words, 84 5%
of which are included in the HSK list of commonly used expressions .

Volume Three is relatively independent from the other two . Specia features of Volume Three are
the supplementary readings on related topics that come with each lesson and the broad choice of subject
matter . Topics include Chinese Culture, Comparison of Chinese and Western Cultures, Current |s-
sues, and Life as an Internationa Student . The readings are interesting and lively, the language is
natural and practical .

We would like to express appreciation to Thelma Chow for writing the English Preface .
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Abbreviations

—_ noun —— verb i auxiliary verb —— adjective
— numberal —— measure word —— pronoun —— adverb ——
preposition —— conjunction —— particle —— interjection e

onomatopoeia —— prefix



The Phonetics of Chinese
. nﬁ 1 m 1 a H ’ “ 5
In modern Chinee a syllable constitutes a phonetic unit and usualy stands as a word with the
meaning expresxd by a Chinese character . A Chinese syllable is composed of three parts: an initial, a

final and a tone .take ma for example® m” is the initia,* a is the fina,* - " is the tone and the
meaning is expressed by the character " (mother) .
The Initids
21 : 12 :

There are 21 initias in Chinese and 12 of them have all most the same pronunciation with Eng-
lish:
A . labial
b [p] like the pin spy (not like the b in bay)
p[p ] like the p in pay
m [m] like the m in may
f [f] like the f in fact
B . blade-alveolar
s [s] like the sin say
C. aveolar
d [t] like the t in stay (not like the d in day)
t['t ] likethetin tea
n [n] like the n in name
| [1] like the | in lay
D . velar
g [k] likethe k in sky (not like the g in guy)
k [k ] likethe k in king
h [h ] likethe h in high
[ ]
The International Phonetic Alphabet are in the brackets .
9 , ,
The other 9 only have amilar pronunciation to that of English:
E. Z c, blade-alveolar z c,
, : S : ;
When pronouncing, put the tip of the tongue against the back of the upper teeth and the tongue
podtion is the same as that of s, as is shown in the chart below:
F. zh ch shr blade-palatal zh ch sh r
) ZC ;
When pronouncing, keep the position of the tongue in the ora cavity, alittle more backward than
that of z° o ¢, with thetip of tongue turned up against the foremost part of the hard paate . See



the following chart:
G. ] g X palatal | g x

When pronouncing, raise the front part of your tongue against the front part of your hard palate,
as is shown in the chart below:
chew cheap shoe ch[t ]( ),ch[t ]( ),sh[ ] zhch jqgx
[t]1[t ][] , , ] qX
Note: ch[t ] (unaspirated) ch[t ] (aspirated) sh[ ]in chew cheap shoe in English are between the
two groups of zh ch shandj g x . When pronouncing [t ][t ] and [ ], the foremost part of the
tongue, which is near the tip, is against the hard palate, and the tongue is podgtioned a little more to
the front, thusj gand x can be pronounced .

The Finals
36 6 (aoeiul), 29 9
(a e a ou an en ang eng ong) 6 9

There are 36 finalsin Chinese .6 of them sresimplefinas (a o ei ul), theother 29 are com-
pound finals and 9 of the latter are basic finals (ai @ ao ou an en ang eng ong) . The 6 simple finas
combine with the 9 basic finals to make up the other twenty finas, asis shown in the following table:
I ud
aiaua
0 uo
eielie
al uai
e uel
a iao
ou iou
an ian uanu an
en in uenidn
ang iang uang
eng ing ueng
ong iong

: er .

Besdes thereis a final® er’, which cannot be combined with intials .
The tones
: : cmai( ), mai( ) :

In Chinese the variation of a syllable s pitch may distinguish the meanings, e g . mai(to buy) and
mai (to sell) . There are four tonesin Chinese, and they are expressed respectively by - © °
the first tone the high tone
the second tone the rising tone

the third tone the low tone



the fourth tone the faling tone

ce.qg.

ma mother

ma hemp

ma horse

ma scold

1. zhi chi shi ri zi ci si i [1]

2. i u : y w, lao yao, ua wa, i inimg u :
yi yin yilg wu .

3.0 yu

u yue yuan yun,

pod X ju qu xu,
4 .iou ue uen : iu ui un
Clarifications:
1. Thefina i in syllables such as Zhi Chi Shi ri 2 ci and si should not be pronounced as [i] .
2 . When asyllable starts with i or u, they should be changed intoy and w respectively, e g .ao0
yao, @ wa .
Wheni in ig and u form syllables by themselves, they are written respectively as yi yin yimg
and wu .

3 . Whent formssyllable by itself, it iswritten asyu .
When syllables start withti, they are written as yue yuan and yun The two dots are omitted .
4 . When preceded by initials, iou uei and uen are written respectively asiu ui and un .



Lesson 1
New Words and Expressions

1. n( )you
2 . o () good
3. slent () body
4. ma( ) aninterrogative particle
5. n( ) very
6 . xB xie () thank
7. Roju ( ) thank
8. M ( ) not
9. jan( ) see
10. ne( ) amoda paticle
11. ¥ ( ) a0, too
12 . Aaijan () good-bye
13. mn( ) you
14 . x@ sheng () student
5. w( )I,me
16. sh ( ) tobe
17 . Bosh ( ) teahcer
18 . du bu@ sorry
Proper Nouns
1. WA g a Chinese surname
2 . Zharg a Chinese surname
3.Wam N g name of a person
4 .Fergy Zomg hu name of a person
Dialogues
Greetings
A
WA g !
Zhanmng: !
WA g : ?
Zhag : !
B

Zharg: xao Warg, !

Zhany: : ?

Zhanmng: !
WA g : !



