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[At homel

Aurora: Let me go, just for aminute (1).

Rudyard: Honey, you've been looking at that baby somuch,
you're gonna stare her right intoacoma (2).

Aurora: Oh, stopexaggerating(3) !

Rudyard: Honey, it’s not good for you (4) to be checking on
thebaby (5) every fiveminutes, and imaginingone
terriblethingoranother.

Aurora: I know. I know.

Rudyard: Here it starts. Herewe go(6).

Aurora: Rudyard. . . Rudyard, she’snotbreathing.

Rudyard: Honey, she’s sleeping. The baby's sleeping.

Aurora: No. Rudyard, it'scribdeath (7).

Rudyard: It's sleep. She’s asleep, honey!

Aurora: Maybe.

Rudyard: Come on.

Aurora: Emma. Oh, good. There. .. that’'sbetter.

[Back from a funerall

Aurora: No, thank you. Thanks. Emma!

Man: Glad to help. Ah, he was one of the most dependable
men that ever worked for us.

Emma: I know, thank you very much.

Man: He was a good man. Hey, I'mreally sorry about your
daddy. Take care of your mommy.

[At homel

Aurora: Emma. Emma, wake up. Please wake up.

Emma: What's wrong?

Aurora: T was tense(8), I was tense and I was wondering how
youwere feeling. Would you like to sleep inmy bed?
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(1) Let me go, just for aminute: Aurora is asking Rudyard to allowher
to quickly check if the baby is OK.

(2) You're gonna stare her right into a coma: You're looking at the
baby somuch that she is going to fall intoacoma( ).
gonna=going to.

(3) Exaggerating: make something seem more important or a bigger
event thanitreallyis.

(4) Not good for you: damages you in some way.

(5) Checking on the baby: seeing the baby and determining if the baby
is OK.

(6) Here it starts. Here we go: Rudyard is implying that this isa

predictable conversation he and Aurora have often.

(7) Crib death: Sudden Infant Death, Syndrome, amedical termused
when a healthy young baby dies of an unknown cause, usu—

ally as the baby sleeps.

(8) Tense: nervous, anxious and worried.
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Emma: No, thank you. Would you like to sleep inmy bed
again?

Aurora: Yes. What are we going to do with your hair (1)?

[In front of a housel

Patsy: Hey, Emma.

Emma: Patsy, hurry up, you're gonnamiss him! That's what
theywere lookin’ at.

Rosie: Good night, honey.

Emma: Where’s mama?

Rosie: She's out backwith that old fart (2) who's trying toget
intoherpants (3).

Emma: Aren’t you going towait and see if the astronaut shows
up@?

Rosie: Oh, they have one on every block in Houston. Come
on. I gotta(5) getmybus.

Emma: Okay. Say hi to Royce for me.

Rosie: Okay.

Emma: Okay. Love ya.

Rosie: Astronauts.

Emma: So?

Patsy: We better get goin’ (6).

Emma: Oh, I'm gonna go say good-bye to my mother. You
wanna (7) go with?

Patsy: No, I don't think I'mup to it today(8).

Emma: Sure would be nice to have a mother somebody 1iked.

[in Aurora’s hackyard]

Edward: Why don’t you face up to the fact (9) that you have
certainbiologicalneeds (10)?

Aurora: Because I don't.
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(1) What are we going to do with your hair: What kind of hairstyle

are we going to give you? How can we style your hair?

(2) 01d fart: arude way of describinga foolish, old person.
(3) Get into her pants: have sex with her.

(4) Showsup: arrives, appears.
(5) gotta:got to.

(6) Get goin’: depart, leave, gowhere we planned.

(7) wanna:want to.

(8) T don't think I'mup to it today: I don't feel like doingit. Iamnot in
mood to do it today.

(9) Faceuptothefact: confront reality, facereality, accept the truth.

(10) Certain biological needs: sexual needs.
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Emma: Mom, I'm going now.

Aurora: Excuse me.

Aurora: Canyoubelieve it, hewants to. . . takeme to Tahiti?

Emma: I don’t know why you treat these men like this. They
havefeelings, too. Quch(1) !

Aurora: You always make so much of things(2).

Emma: Ow!

Aurora: Has the astronaut moved (3) inyet?

Emma: Who?

Aurora: Who? Is Patsy teaching you coy lessons (4)?
Breedlove (5), Garrett. Next door. Has he moved in?
Pull your socks up (6) !

Emma: All right! Come say good-bye to Patsy for me.

Aurora: Eleven o'clock. You'll be home by eleven o'clock.
No later than eleven o’clock

Emma: Say good-bye to Patsy.

Aurora: Good-bye, Patsy.

Emma: Thank you.

Patsy: Good-bye, Mrs. Greenway!

[In patsy’s rooml

BEmma: (singing) In this day and age, anything goes (7). The
times have Changed. And we've often rewound the
clock (8), since thePuritans (9) gotashock, when they
landed on Plymouth Rock (10). If today, any rock they
shouldtry tostem, insteadof landingonPlymouthRock,
Plymouth Rock would land on them.

Patsy: I feel real lykindof (11) fool ishgettin’ stoned (12) to
hear Mary Martin.

Emma: SeePatsy, thisisMaryM .., thisisnotMaryMartin,
um, thisisFEthel Merman!
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(1) Ouch: something people say when they are hurt.
“ouch”

(2) Make somuch of things: exaggerate, make something seem bigger
thanitreallyis.

(3) Moved: moved house, begun living in another place.

(4) IsPatsy teaching you coy lessons: Have you learned how to be coy
from Patsy? “Coy” means shy.

(5) Breedlove: theastronaut’s familyname, literallymeaning“produc—
ing love”.

(6) Pull your socks up: Aurora is telling Emma to make sure her socks
are not around her ankles. Aurorabelieves it is important to

lookneat.

(7) Anything goes: any kind of behavior is acceptable.

(8) Rewound the clock: went back in time.

(9) Puritans: a group of Christians who were the first English people
to settle inNorth America.

(10) Plymouth Rock: aplace near the US city of Boston where the first
English people settled inNorth America.

(11) Kindof': sortof, quite.

(12) Gettin' stoned: People “get stoned” when they smoke or consume

mari juana. Being stoned means “affected by”.
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Patsy: This is the last timewe're gonnabe like this.

Emma: Oh, T justplain(1) refuse toget into that kind of
thinking (2), Patsy. It shouldn't stop. Imean, we're
gonnabe best friends, our babies are gonnabe best
friends. Andwe'reall gonna growup andbe best friends.

Aurora: Emma?

Emma: (toPatsy) Oh, God! (to Aurora) Just aminute,
Mum !

Aurora: Open the door!

Emma: Ah. ..

Aurora: Emma?

Emma: Yes?

Aurora: Would you open the door, please?

Emma: Ah, just a minute, Mom,

Aurora: What do you mean? Emma! I need to talk to you!

Emma: All right! All right! I'mgettin’ married, what the
Lell Q.

Aurora: Would you meet me in my room?

Emma: Yes. What do you think she wants?

Patsy: I don't know, maybe. . . she’s gonna tell yahow to have
Sex.

Emma: She’s gonna what? No, she only knows how to avoid
it. Okay, move.

Patsy: I can't believe yousaid that.

Bmma: [ didn't mean it (4). I didn't meanit, I swear.

[In Aurora’s room]

Aurora: What have you been doing, Emma?

Emma: Nothing. What isit, Mama? I really would like to get
some sleep, youknow, so I could look halfway decent
(5) for tomorrow. Goon(6), what isit?
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(1) Plain: absolutely.
(2) Get into that kind of thinking: think that way, have that attitude,

believe those kinds of ideas.

(3) What the hell: Why not? So what? I have nothing to lose.

(4) Ididn't mean it: That was not what I really wanted to say. What I
said does not reflect my meaning.

(5) Look halfway decent: Emma is talking about her appearance. She
wants toappear at leastalittlebitattractive ‘“halfway de—
cent”  on her wedding day.

(6) Goon:Do it, Tell me, Speak.

SR



