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The Puppy Song
Performed by Harry Nilsson

Dreams are nothing more than (1) wishes
and awish is just a dream you wish to come true (2)
WHOA-oh
If only I could have a puppy (3)
T'dcallmyself sovery luck (y)
Just to have some company (4) to share a cup of teawith
me
I'd take my puppy everywhere
[a la la la
I wouldn't care
And we would stay away from crowds (5)
With signs (6) that said “No Dogs Allowed”
Oh, we. I know he'd never bite me
Whoa Oh no no no ahooo we. We
And I know he’'d never bite me. Wow no

Ifonly I couldhaveafriend
Who'll stickwithmeuntil the end (7)
And walk along beside the sea
And share a bit of moon with me

I'd take my friend most everywhere
la la la la...

N




(1) Nothing more than: This means “the same as”. Dreams are the same

aswishes.

(2) Come true: The dream or wish will actually happen.

(3) Puppy: alittledog.

(4) Company: guests or friends that are with you.

(5) Stay away from crowds: to avoid large numbers of people that are

close together. For example the person doesn’t go to cinemas or

shoppingmalls.

(6) Signs: a board with a message or symbol on it.

(7) Stick withme until the end: This personwants a friend that won't
leave himwhen times are difficult.
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I wouldn't care
But we would stay away from crowds
or signs that said “No Friends Allowed’
Oh we, we'd be so happy to be
Whoa — do— do — do — do. ..
Oh. We'd be so happy to be together
But dreams are nothing more than wishes
And awish is just a dream you wish to come true
Dreams are nothing more than wishes
And awish is just a dream you wish to come true
Your wishwill come true

[In Kathleen’s housel

Frank: Amazing (1), this isamazing! Listentothis, the, the
entire work force of the State of Virginia had to have
solitaire (2) removed fromtheir computersbecause they
hadn't done any work in six weeks.

Kathleen: That's so sad.

Frank: Do you know what this is?

Kathleen: No.

Frank: What we're seeing here?

Kathleen: What?
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(1) Amazing: something that isdifficult tobelieve.

(2) Solitaire: A card game that a person plays alone. This isnowa
popular computer game. People sometimes play it at work to

waste time.
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Frank: It’s theendof westerncivilizationsasweknowit (1).

Kathleen: Here, aren’t you late

Frank: Technology. Name me one thing (2), one that we've
gainedfromtechnology.

Kathleen:Electricity.

Frank: That's one. You think thismachine (3) isyour friend,
but it'snot. I'moutta(4) here.

Kathleen: See you tonight.

Frank: Sushi (5).

Kathleen: Sushi? Bye.

Computer: Welcome! You've got mail.

Kathleen: Brinkley ismy dog. He loves the streets of New
York as much as I do.

[in Joe’s housel

Joe : (typing) Although He likes to eat bits of pizza and
bagel off the sidewalk (6), I prefer to buy them.
Brinkley is a great catcher who was of fered a tryout
(7) on the Mets farm team (8). But he chose to stay
withme, so that he could spend 18 hours a day sleep—
ingonalargegreenpillow, thesizeofaninnertube (9).
Don't you love New York in the fall? It makes me
want to buy school supplies (10).

Patricia: Ready.

Joe: Yo.

Patricia: I'malmost ready.
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(1) It'sthe...knowit: This is anexpression that means that something
will destroy western culture or countries. In this caseFrank is
sayingthat solitaireisresponsible fordestroyingVirginia. This
is a common exaggeration.

(2) Name me one thing: This expression is used to show that the other
person cannot think of even one thing. However, Kathleen was
able toname electricity, soFrank lost the argument.

(3) Thismachine: amechanical orelectrical device. Frankusesit torefer
to Kathleen's computer.

(4) outta: outof.

(5) Sushi: a Japanese food that consists of raw fish or vegetables, and
cooked rice wrapped in seaweed. Frank is tellingKathleen that
he wants to eat sushi for dinner tonight.

(6) Off the sidewalk: The food (bits of pizza and bagel) is on the
sidewalk. Peopleusually eat off a table. But Brinkley, Joe'sdog,
eatsof f the sidewalk.

(7) Tryout: a chance to joina teamor organization. Joe jokes thathis
dog could have joined a baseball team.

(8) Mets farm team: The Mets are a baseball team in New York City.
A farm team is a part of the baseball organization. It has young
players that are not skilled enough to play for the New York
Mets.

(9) Inner tube: This isan inflated tube that looks similar toacar tire.
People inapool, or at abeach canuse it to float on the water.

(10) School supplies: After summer vacation, children have to buy
paper, pencils, glue, notebooks, etc... to take to school. Joe

says thisbecausehe likes fall.

O
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Joe: I would send you a bouquet of newly sharpened pencils
(1) if I knew your name and address.

Patricia: I needadrop—off today.

Joe: On the other hand this not knowing has its charms (2).

Patricia: Didyoupushit?

Joe: Yeah, yes, Ipushedit.

Patricia: I'mso late. RandomHouse (3) fired Dick Atkins.
Good riddance (4). Murray Choaten died which makes
one lessperson I'mnot speaking to. Hurry, hurry, hurry.
Oh, Vincegotagreatreview(5). He'l1beinsufferable (6).
TonightPendinner.

Joe: Am I going?

Patricia: JoeFox, youpromised.

Joe: It'sblack tie (7). Can't I just givemoney instead; I mean
what is this week? Free Albanianwriters (8)? because
I'min favor of that. OK, I'11 go. I'l1 go. Youare late.

Patricia: I know, Iknow.

Joe: Who's a happy dog? Who's a happy dog?

Joe and Computer: Welcome! You've got mail.

Joe: All right, OK, OK, get down. Get down.

Kathleen: (typing) Dear friend, I liketostartmynotestoyou
asifwerealready inthemiddle of (9) aconversation. |
pretend that we are the oldest and dearest friends as
opposed to (10) what we actual ly are, people who don't
know each other’s names.

[In a streetl

Voice: Good morning, Mr. Fox.

Joe: Hello.
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(1) Bouquet of newly sharpened pencils: A bouquet is a bunch of
flowers. However, Joewas talking about school supplies so he

jokes that he will send a bouquet of pencils instead of flowers.

(2) Has its charms: something that isattractiveordelightful ; Here Joe
says not knowing Kathleen's name or address is delightful.
(3) RandomHouse: This is the name of a large U. S. publishing company.

(4) Goodriddance: This expressionmeans that it is good that someone
or something is gone. Patricia is happy that Random House

fired Dick Atkins. He no longer works for Random House.

(5) Review: A report written about someone or something. Many

people read a review to see whether something is good or not.

(6) Insufferable: unbearable.

(7) Black tie: This means that it’s a formal occasion. Joe has to wear
a tuxedo and a black tie to the dinner.

(8) Free Albanianwriters: Albania is a country in Europe. The money
Joe pays goes toadifferent charity each dinner. Joe jokes that
themoney for this dinnerwill free Albanianwriters fromprison.

(9) In the middle of: between the beginning and ending.

(10) As opposed to: This expression is used to compare two things.
Kathleen compares being friends with not knowing each other’'s

name.
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Kathleen: (typing) Andmet ina chat room (1) where we both
claimed we'd never been before. What willNY 152 (2) say
today? I wonder. I turnonmy computer. Iwait impatiently
(3) as it comnects. Tgoonline (4) andmybreathcatches in
my chestuntil I hear three littlewords: “you'vegotmail”. 1
hear nothing, not evena sound on the streets of New York,
just thebeat of my omnheart (5). Thavemail, fromyou.

Kevin: Theelectrical contractorcalled. Histruckhitadeer
last night. Sohe'snot gonnabe here till tomorrow. And
theupstairs, ah, the shelvesare latebecause the ship—
ment of pine we ordered has beetles (6).

Joe: Very good (7), very good.

Kevin: And we got a 50 thousand dollar ticket (8) for con-
structionworkerspeeingoff theroof.

Joe:Great (9), that'sgreat. Istheelectricianhere today?

Kevin: See, [ just told youhe hit a deer. Man, I knew you
weren't 1istening tome.

Joe: You'reright. Iwasn’t. I hearnothing.

Kevin: Nothing?

Joe: Not a sound on the city streets, just the beat of my own
heart, Ithinkthat'showitgoes, somethinglikethat.

Kevin: You and Patricia got engaged (10), didn't you? You
cantellme.

Joe: Engaged?

Kevin: Come on (11).

Joe: Are you crazy?

Kevin: What? I thought you likedPatricia.

Joe: Ido, Ido. IlovePatricia, IlovePatricia. Patriciais,
Patricia’samazing. Patriciamakescoffeenervous(12).
Hey, youknowwhat (13), we should announce ourselves

e



