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[Alarm buzzesl

Grace: Oh, my God. (screaming)

Eddie: Oh, Grace, don't do that.

Grace: Make a noise or something. My God.

Eddie: Sowhat’s on the docket (1) for today?

Grace: Daddy is comingout to the barn(2) and hewants to have
ameeting withme and Hank about this Grand Prix (3).

Eddie: What for?

Grace: He just likes togrindus (4) every yearabout this time
and itmakeshimfeel incontrol.

Eddie: Where's the doodlebug?

Grace: She'dbetter be getting dressed. Caroline, what are
you doing?

Caroline: Mom, am I going to ride today?

Grace: Oh, sweetie(5).

Eddie: Where have you been all night?

Caroline: Sleeping. Mom, am I going to ride?

Grace: Yeah, Baby, if we have time. Please go, go, go now,
gofinishgettingready.

Eddie: Go, go, go.

Grace: Quick. Quick.

Grace: Shit(6)! I'msorry. I don't know what's wrong with
me.

Caroline: Youdidit again.

Grace: We'll go out today and find you a new mother.

Grace: Harry, take the trailer (7) over toMack’s. Pickup(8)
Joe'sWhimsy (9) around4:30. Sheilawillrideoverhere
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(1) Onthe docket: adocket isa list of legal cases prepared for a court.
Eddie is asking what Grace is going to do today.

(2) Barn: a big farmbuilding used to house animals as well as store

animal feed and farm equipment.

(3) Grand Prix : a very high-level horse riding competition.

(4) Grind us : put pressure on us; make us work harder.

(5) Sweetie: a cute name for somebody you love.

(6) Shit: a swearword.

(7) Trailer: avehicle to transport something. Inthiscase, itrefersto

horses.

(8) Pickup: collect.

(9) Joe's Whimsy: the name of a horse.
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with you and help you get squared away (1). Tell Hank
before you go so he can be here.
Harry: No problem.

Caroline: Good boy. Good boy.

Mr. King: Caught you(2) ! Are you trying tobribe old Possum(3) ?

Caroline: Hello, Grandpa.

Mr. King: It will makeMissLily jealous and she’s going to
dump you of f in the ring(4). Now, listentome. You got
tosave the treats (5) for the horse yougonnaride.

Caroline: Please, letme. I don't want torideapony. Iwant
to ride a horse. Hank says I'mbig enough.

Mr. King: Honey. Hold onaminute. First of all, youcanwin
onMiss Lily, and you are going to win on Miss Lily.
Caught you!

Caroline: See, how strongmy legs are?

Mr. King: Honey (6). I have got to put you down. Have mercy
on an old man. Listen tome, you've got to learn to
recognizeyourlimitations (7).

Caroline: Gramps, why? I'mready, I've beenpracticing. I
know I can do it.

Mr. King: You have to take this up with your momma (8).
Now, have you done that?

Caroline: You think I'mhere begging you until she told me
yes. Justputmeonthathorseand I'l1 winthe championship.
I promise. And how come everybody thinks they got to
tell me when I'm ready®? I am supposed to tell you when
I'mready, and I'mabout running out of patience (9) with
youpeople.
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(1) Get squared away: prepare everything; make sure everything is
ready.
(2) Caught you: Mr. King is trying to surprise Caroline.

(3) Bribe old Possum: make the horse her friend by giving it something

special toeat.

(4) She. .. dump you off in thering: The horsewill throwCaroline on to
the ground while she is riding her. Caroline

(5) Treats: special food used to reward animals and children for good

behaviour. For example, sugar cubes, carrots, chocolates.

(6) Honey: a special name for somebody you love. Like “sweetie”.

(7) Recognize your limitations: know what you can and can't do;
realizethelimitsofyourabilities.
(8) Take this up with your momma: talk about this issue with your

mother; discuss the problemwith your mother.

(9) Runningout of patience: Caroline isnot prepared tobe patient much
more. She thinks she has waited long enough to ride a horse.
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Mr. King: Don't get yourself all worked up(1). Help Dub,
earn your keep (2) around here. I've got to talk to you
mama now. Hey, Hank, how's it going?

Hank: Great.

Mr. King: Good. Grace needs to see you.

Hank: Now?

Mr. King: No. I've got to seeher for aminute, after that, all

right?
Hank: Yes, sir.

-

Grace: Hi, daddy.

Mr. King: All right. Have a Heart went on the market last
week. You know the one inCalifornia, Jamie Johnson's
horse? He won the champion Hampton Classic in
September.

Grace: I know the horse. How much is he asking?

Mr. King: $150, 000.

Grace: What's wrong with him(3)?

Mr. King: Nothing. Jamie's sellingbecause of his divorce.
Anyway I bought him.

Grace: You did what?

Mr. King: ['vegotafeelingabout him, Grace. Ithinkit'sgoing
tobehis year (4). He's got Grand Prix championwritten
alloverhim(5). I'mgoing toridehim

Grace: But daddy, without evendiscussing itwithus?

Mr. King: There's nothing to discuss.

Grace: What about Ransom? Hank is. ..

Caroline: Mom, Dub said I could ride Possum.

Grace: Honey, not now. Inaminute, sweetie.
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(1) Don't get .. .worked up: don't get angry; calm down.

(2) Earn your keep: work to repay your living expenses; do your
chores. A person’s “keep” is her food, clothing and housing.
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(3) What's wrong with him: If the horse is very good, it should be
expensive. Grace thinks $150, 000 is a low price for the horse so

she suspects there isaproblemwith it.

(4) Tt's going tobe his year: This year the horsewill win; the horse is

initsbestcondition.

(5) Writtenall over him: it isobvious; it isclear. MrKing thinks the

horse is clearly a champion. He has no doubt about it.
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Mr. King: Ransom isn't ready. I don’t have the same feeling
about Ransom.

Grace: So, you are going to ride him against Hank and
Ransom?

Mr. King: No, we won't enter Ransom, not this year. He can
waitanotheryear.

Grace: Daddy, Hank will quit.

Mr. King: Well, here’s a good opportunity for you toutilize
your people skills (1) tomake sure he doesn’t. Youhear
me? You understand?

Grace: Youcan't do this. It'snot fair.

Mr. King: Well, it’s done. Now, roll withit(2).

Grace: Goddamn, shit, sonofbitch(3)!

Mr. King: You watch that mouth(4) now. She can see you
now Hank.

Hank: Goddamn it. T quit. I don't need this shit.

Grace: Hank, wait.

Hank: Twish the sonof abitchwoulddie inafiery carcrash(5).

Grace: I know, Hank. Get inline (6). Just listen.

Hank: No, you listen. I amnot gonna sit by while the son of
abitchruinsmy career. ThisisRansom'syear. Thisisit.

Grace: Please just give me some time. Maybe I can make him
seereason.

Hank: Likehell.

Grace: You can’'t do this to me.

Emma Rae: Hey, Grace. Is daddy in there?

Grace: No.

Emma Rae: Wait up.

Grace: I have to goa charity league (7). Do you know about
this, Emma Rae?
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(1) Utilize your people skills: use your ability tounderstand people
and work well with them. Mr King is using management jargon
to make fun of Grace.

(2) Rollwithit: gowith the flow; accept the decision; don't goagainst
hisdirection.

(3) Goddamn, shit, sonofabitch: These are all mild swear words. They

show Grace is frustrated and angry.

(4) Watch that mouth: Don't use swear words. By telling her not to
swear, Mr. King is treating Grace like a child.

(5) Afiery car crash: a car crashwithbig flames. Hank is angry at Mr.

King so he wishes the man would die a painful death.

(6) Get in line: calm down; do what is asked of you.

(7) Charity league: a group of people who raise money for community
projects. For example, housing for disabled people.
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Emma Rae: What? About this horse thing?

Grace: Thanks for tellingme.

Emma Rae: Hey. Check your machine (1), Grace. Grace, wait.

Grace: God, help me.

Caroline: I can'tbelieve this.

[At charity league’s meetingl

Ladyl: And now on to the business of our centennial cook—
book (2). Tknowwe all want this tobe our best ever. So
I'11 ask our commi ttee chairman to bring us up to date.
Grace.

Grace: Right. Deadline for recipe submissions(3) is the
second. If youwant to substitute vegetable shortening
wherever it says bacon grease or lard, youmight want
to think about that. Now Nell McGeyhey asks me to
mention that because her husband is recovering froma
triplebypass (4) rightnow. Lucy isgoing to takeover for
meuntil after theGrandPrixand that's it.

Lady2: Names.

Grace: Oh, right. The committee thinks that. .. Well, wehave
looked at a lot of other cookbooks. We have always
been listedwi thourmarriednames (5) under therecipes,
and frankly, thepractice of excluding our first names
looked out—dated. So I think that we should 1ist our
namesfirst, middle, andlast (6). That'sall.

Lady3: I always thought the way it was looked quaint (7).

Lady4: Itdoesn’t lookquaint, Edna. Tt 1ookslikeantiquated(8).

Lady5: What about the tradition?

Lady6: What I want to know is if my name isn't in here as Mrs.

Franklin J. Caldwell the Third, thenhow the hell is
anybody going to know who I am? I mean, Barbara Nell

Caldwell. .. Who'sthat?
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