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Composed while staying at Ding Hui Monastery in Huangzhou
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Huangzhou only a short while ago now journeying along the Qishui
River under a spring moon we stopped at a tavern for a drink and got
drunk. We continued our way while there was moon overhead until we
were on a bridge. Having removed the saddle I lay myself down for a
break like a drunkard cushioning my head on a bent arm. When I
woke up it was already dawn with a riot of mountains around vying
for height and waters rippling by underneath. 1 thought I was in
another world and henceforth wrote these words on the bridge post.

1082

DING FENG BO

On the 7th day of the 3rd month we were caught up by rain on our
way to Shahu. Rain gear having gone ahead all were made wretched
except me who couldn’t care less. A while later the sun came out.
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DONG XIAN GE

I was seven years old when I saw this old nun of Meishan Mountain.
Her last name was Zhu. I forgot her first name. She was over ninety
by then. She said she once went with her teacher to visit the palace
of Meng Chang the King of Shu. One day it was extremely hot.
King Shu and his wife Madame Hua Rui while enjoying the evening
cool on Mohe Lake improvised a ci which Zhu remembered every
line. Now it’s forty years since she died and nobody seems to know
anything about this poetic work. 1 however only remember the first
two lines and have been ruminating over them whenever I can. Was
it done to the tune of" Dong Xian Ge Lin”  Hence this humble
attempt at filling out the rest. 1082
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On the 1st day of the 4th month in the 7th year of the Yuanfeng reign
1084 I was leaving Huangzhou for Ruzhou. I bade farewell to

two or three gents who lived next-door to Snow Hall and met with Li

Zhonglan who came from Jiangdong to say goodbye so I left this to

him. 1084

RU MENG LING LIKE A DREAM

On the 18th day of the 12th month in the seventh year of the Yuanfeng
reign I bathed under Yong Xi Pagoda in Sizhou and I tried this
composition facetiously to the tune of“ Ru Meng Ling Like a
Dream " . The tune originated with Tang Zhuang Zong when it was
called" Remembering Divine Beauty” . But the title did not sound
elegant enough so it was changed to“ Ru Meng Ling” . For the ci
composed by Zhuang Zong ends with these words “ Like a dream
Like a Dream seeing her off with tears in our eyes.” Hence the

present title. 1084

Father Fisher 1085

DING FENG BO
The song girl of Wang Dingguo Rounu literally lithe girl
surnamed Yuwen was good-looking and skillful at witty replies. Her

family lived in the capital. When Dingguo came back from the south

I asked Rounu Guangnan isn’t that good is it " Rounu replied

Where this heart of mine is at peace there is my home.” Hence

this lyrical composition. 1086
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Yang Ye

University of California Riverside

In Western literary criticism the German term Doppelbegabung
has been used to refer to an artist of multiple talent or a writer
creative in various media'. When one thinks of applying the term to
someone in the long history of Chinese civilization the first who
comes to the mind of most I venture to suggest would be Su Shi

1037-1101  better known as Dongpo the shortened form of his
self-adopted sobriquet Dongpo Jushi “ Layman Buddhist of the
Eastern Slope”

The late James J. Y. Liu of Stanford University has called
Dongpo* one of the most versatile men who ever trod the earth.” *
Dongpo was a towering figure in both the shi poetry and the belles-
lettres prose conventionally regarded as the two ultimate high
literary genres in pre-modern China. Having left more than four
thousand poems behind him Dongpo was a leading shi poet of

the. Song Dynasty considered by some to be one of the greatest since

1. See, the Glossary of Jean-Pierre Barricelli and Joseph Gibaldi ed.
Interrelations of Literature New York The Modern Language Association
of America 1982  p. 308.

2. See his Major Lyricists of the Northern Sung A.D. 960-1126 Princeton
Princeton University Press 1974  p.121.



Wang Wei Li Bo and Du Fu the giants of the Tang Dynasty. In
the latter category of prose Dongpo has been ranked as one of the
“ Eight Masters of the Tang and Song” whose works represent the
highest achievements in the genre. In addition in the form of the ci
or the“ song lyric ” i.e. poems written to set tunes with strict
tonal patterns and rhyme schemes Dongpo was arguably the most
important innovator in its history having liberated the form from its
assumedly inherent limitations as well as from its secondary
dependence on music and helped to raise it to an unprecedented
level as a “ high” poetic form. Dongpo was also a great
experimentalist with new literary forms. His short prose pieces in
the collection of Memorabilia Zhilin provided the prototype of
the form of the xiaopin which was established as a literary genre
some five centuries later. His personal letters full of wit and
humor became the greatest specimen of the epistolary art along
with those of his close friend and fellow poet Huang Tingjian
1045-1105 .

In the field of calligraphy which found its exalted place in
Chinese culture during the fourth century a place that had been
further strengthened during the Tang Dynasty Dongpo was one of
the ® Four Masters” of the Song Dynasty. Extant rubbings and
fragments of manuscripts of his brushwork have been considered as
great specimen of the art in both China and Japan. Although few if
any of Dongpo’s paintings survive today he has generally been
regarded as the godfather of what came to be known as the“ literati
painting” wenren hua and as observed by Ronald Egan who has
devoted a chapter of his 1994 study of Dongpo’s life and works to
“ Calligraphy and Painting” a central figure in a movement of the
eleventh century that redefined the meaning of painting as an art

form enhanced its prestige and altered forever the history of
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Chinese painting'. Dongpo also had a distinguished career as a
statesman having served in the central government all the way up
to the Minister of Rites and in local governments as Governor of
various prefectures. In the latter capacity he was well known for his
knowledge of and achievements in the construction of irrigation
works and water conservancy projects. He was well conversant with
traditional Chinese medicine many of his prescriptions have been
preserved in a book compiled by his contemporary the famous
scientist Shen Kuo 1031-1095 . Dongpo was known to be a good
player of the gin a Chinese musical instrument with profound
knowledge of music. He also had the reputation as an expert of
garden landscape. Last but not least — considering the importance of
food in Chinese culture Dongpo holds a singular place among
Chinese literati as a chef and gourmet .

Dongpo’s personality was as fascinating as his works. He went
through many vicissitudes in life and in his late years was sent on
exile to the remote Hainan Island. Notwithstanding all such setbacks
he unwaveringly always held a philosophical outlook of and kept
his, passion for life. It is no surprise that Dongpo’s life and works
have attracted the attention of many in the West making him one of

the most introduced and translated Chinese poets in English. Over

1. See hist Word Image and Deed in the Life of Su Shi Council on East
Asian. Studies Harvard University and the Harvard-Yenching Institute
1994  pp. 261-309.

2. Based on numerous “ brush notes” biji  since the northern Song
Dynasty a monograph has listed some 92 dishes 23 kind of snacks and
7 kinds: of wine and liquor attributed to Dongpo. See Ding Yonghuai
Dongpo’s Dishes and Snacks Dongpo cai yu Dongpo xiaochi  Beijing

Zhongguo funt chubanshe 1993 .



