3R x#
W R EE R A
A USAGE DICTIONARY

OF COMMONLY USED CONTEMPORARY
ENGLISH IDIOMS AND PHRASES

REE MK R

AT B A A



MEEESE (CIP) BB

4 R A TS PR S BR R, XA — JE
JEEB A BCR AR, 2001.8 EED
ISBN 7 -5304 -1297 -3

[ % . Q8- O . EE-KH- AR
V. H314.3-61

W E R A B B CIP BT (97) 507628 5

URKEHBEERTRAA
£AA HKRKE ETH
P32 XN WX ¥ W N
(LR EMTEXE 16 5)
HEEL 45 . 100035

BHF LSS N
A B33 th R B R T B R

*

787 K X960 FX 32 FA& 28.375ENFK 878 FF
1996 4F S H¥E—M 2001 £ 8 A%~ KEIR

B 30.00 T

(LBEAE TR ZRAR BB W EY, WA
B . BEE, FHETRARER)



(LR EEE R EER EHE)
x
HAK KA
BlE%
SRHE ® U AL BIX
m

rHEE 1) ety
A X K F WL X
kXX A& TAF 25E
J &) & K Ko 4
AR UM Mok & IR

EMFFARHREELTENER:
FPE® O #% F O FEA
wa%  RER X ETF



BRI BLE e e rer e snsent s st st st s e ene 2
JRIBLIE L verereensvrenrenseensessorsresnnaneennses 1 —898



Bl &

FEMBLSEFBEYELR, RRIEZEERE. £E
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L AFEEEER, RPHEEE—RUFERINFERE.

2. GEAFBAERFE ‘o RiE, FHEOSERFE, B
FZEEZE, NEAZSRF, ERRESEERZEEF
Sk B0, 4040 . act a part, to  ZF act; blow out, to % blow

3. KRk ey R EE, 'R~ RREEENEE, EH
2 S RRIT, O B AR TR S WA . B40 . ball of fire,
a  7Z¥ ball; last straw, the 7 last

4. CREES, SREERFARERE, MRIEE SRS
THR, BRI ESEEZHEE. Flm. aworldof 7 a; the
instant ¥ the

5. fEmlH HEE Rl fE BB e B IE, G TH E “to be”, BY
HRESRET, ERNEEERZEENE A, FlW,
dead to the world, to be #f dead; on fire, to be 7 on

6. iEPH B ELIE b (=somebody), sb’s (=somebody’s),
sth (=something), one, one’s il oneself 5] Fl Sk HEED , HEFERT
RFHE, Hlan . give sbalift, to B give, ZJFBT & F
F a lift; pull oreself together, to SGCEF pull, 2 /5 Bkt oneself
B together

7. AFERE, FAXEERFSHRE, RSNk, HII0: have
sb around, to — have sb round, to; stay clear of , to —» keep clear
of, to

8. wh-M A F 5 what, how, whether 55|80 & RN .
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A

abit FHEL EHAERE, BHEFARDE, BFEER
Bt #/R —HEAR, ‘
Your article is a bit long for our paper.
RET I BOVMAOCRHEMBE T — 2
I didn* hurt a bit when my tooth was pulled out.
B F R e — A B
a bit of _:'.‘"i)[n ﬂ"iﬂ"] E%Kﬂﬁziﬁ]y Fﬁ:f‘@%’ﬁ]ﬂ‘j’, %
iy =81 7 N
Mary is just out to do a bit of shopping.
MW EXL ARG E.
It’s not a bit of use, it’s quite useless.
E—AALBESR.
abitofa, tobe HFHJL--HIkiE FRHEAAMTERIITH.
He is a bit of a humorist.
R L RER .
I'm afraid your friend is a bit of a thief.
BHKRWRE S SR DME.
abodyof —B, —#it, —F, AR EETHAFIATHE
.
I saw a body of men marching along.
BREN—BALERE,
A body of information is as yet lacking.
PIHATH LR Z REM R,
abunchof —%, —H, —# FEETHLFAEEH.
A bunch of grapes hung from the vine.
—HEHIELET.
Helen brought me a bunch of yellow roses.
BRARERT —HEHHA.
a cose in point R HKVGIF, FBH
T tell you he is selfish. His unwillingness to help his friends is a

case in point,

HERFERER, A EFIAARE ML T,



a couple of 2

acouple of ST HZIAEH.
1. —'H ] _7&!
He came back with a couple of rabbits.
MHE - RTFEET.
2. L4 =R OEAE.
We walked a couple of miles.
HIMETILKE,
I knew a couple of people at the party.
e ERIVRT LA
acrowd of —3B, —iff, 8 EEIHATEH.
His room was littered with a crowd of books.
R BRI B T 4.
Coming out we found quite a crowd of lookers-aon.
HENENEBRE—~KBHFRE.
afew i, JLA EZEN, EREARELE.
Let’s invite a few friends to come with us.
RMNBHILEALMRAT—ERT.
Only a few came to the meeting on the night of the heavy rain.
TARMBRE L, REVEILSARS S,
aflood of —kflt, —KEE, —KK BEIRZARATHE
.
A flood of water poured from the roof.
KMWBE BB T .
The famous actor received a flood of letters.
HROL B AR T (.
a good deal
L R3RHE)
I have learned a good deal from my visit here.
KEXESW, EHREEA,
2. 83 HHHREREAH.
She is a good deal better today.
WERSGEEFET.
agood deal of R, KB FEATHEH.
He has given me a good deal of help.
iy THRARE HH).

1 am afraid Pm putting vou tu a goud deal of irouble.



3 a matter of

HBMLA TR T IR B

agood many fR%, HMYS FEIRALA.
They asked me a good many questions.
REATIE T RARZ 1.
He knows a good many people in this city.
fEXHBENAMAMRLE,

a good while KX, X HIFRIE,
They sat there for a good while.
ITEREL T FEA.
I’'ve thought about it a good while.
(FHE, REETHA.

a great deal — a good deal

a great deal of — a good deal of

agreat many HiFS S, B3 BEHEITHEHA.
We have a great many things to do at present.
RITLUMA IS EEEM.

alile A3, —m EREN, -BRREBSFAURERER,
BRI a few,
A little care would have prevented it.
MWD OE, RASREXFHT.
He eats a little and then sleeps a little.
BT —EERTE, REE—SL.

alot HERE. RRBHE.
1. &%
He realized that it mattered a lot to him what his father thought.
AR SR TR A R EE.
2. 8% HEHEHKEM.
He’s feeling a lot better today.
wERBEFET .

alotof W%, KB BEIIRAZEIRTHAEN,
The library has a lot of books.
ZEBEAITERS.
She spends a lot of money on clothes.
WERELERTIFEH.

a matter of

LR JERETHAARRAIRER.



a number of 4

Age is a matter of feeling, not of years.
FER—NMEREE, RS HEE.
It was a matter of life and death for them.
TR, XB— AT .
2. K#, &L BETHSLR.
Don’t worry; it’s only a matter of hours till the doctor arrives.
AL, B LN ERE
anumber of EF, % JRHETHEN.
A number of people came to the meeting.
H—BAEE ML
We have lived here quite a number of years.
BITEXBAETIFEE.
aseries of —R3|, ¥ ESREAHKHA.
She made a series of brilliant scientific discoveries.
WHESFEERBEREN.
The newspaper published a series of articles about the town’s his-
fory.
WMARTIE T X FRMEHH B —£FIXE,
aspark of £, —HAM WHTEES. BBEATHEA.
He hasn’t a spark of generosity in him.
il — SRR HE
I haven’t a spark of interest in the plan.
FA IR TP
a variety of £, My JFEYTHLIE.
This shop has a variety of toys.
XRBEHEXE R A,
His failure was due to a variety of reasons.
i 9 52 TBUR: e Pl R IR A AT
aworld of FIFBEM, THH EHEITHEAXTTHE
.
He has a world of faults.
iR HEE,
Sunshine does children a world of good.
WY LEAEmi.

abandon oneself to sth, to ;%)

he abandoned herself to o afe of oleasure,



5 abound with

0

WO T AERREZ P,

The old woman abandoned herself to excessive grief.

XAEBEABARERESEZ F.

abide by, to FIT R4, #@HESHERDIES.

L. #5F, BF, BT

She will abide by her promise.

WEHTFHEM,

Having made our decisions we must abide by it.

RATBRRME TR EH L F R,

Both sides should trustworthily abide by the contract.

WH RN EFAGH,

2. 38

You must abide by the results of your mistakes.

PR AR B R SR BT LM IS R .

abound in, to BF, ¥F HTRY, REEHDES. EIE
ZHY, BT AN HEARNEHEERER,

The Chinese language abounds in idioms.

WEEREEXE.

His poems abound in passages of great beauty.

fEETFERK E R T B AR

He abounds in courage.

7% B R

abound with, to BT K4, FHEHINES.

1. 3E#, BT Hr A5 abound in 1 F, BEREBYAEE
iE.

Japan abounds with rain.

HAWE M.

English is a language abounding with idiomatic turns of expres-
sion.

FER—MIBMERFTEEENIES.

2. ARSH, FUBH RFARESMETE, LHEER
ZHEXVTIRMETR, £ abound with, /> f| abound
in,

This river abounds with trout.

REATEREEZHE,

The hut abounded with vermin and mice.



<

about to 6

BB EE AR TR R,

about to, tobe B3, EE EBTER.
I am about to leave the office.
RN BBHALE.
1 was about to go to bed when there was a knock at the door.
RIEEMER, ZAWEHHAR.

sbove all RMBEEHR. LER BHEREHBAE.
Above all, dont talk to anybody about it.
PR EEMNR, MEMABTEREZGFE,
He has a taste for arts, and above all for music.
feERZAR, AHEFS.

above sb’s head, to be HBiTEAMERSD

The last paper he gave, on the theory cf flight, was way above

my head. .
EENE LN EELFEARE —RIRCETEN TR
MR,

above the heads of sb, to be —> above sb’s head , to be
absence of mind {OHAENE
His absence of mind is proverbial.
W LAREERET 4.
His absence of mind during driving nearly caused an accident.
ML AER, JLPBAEFR.
absorbed in, to be MW FLE -, —DME
I was absorbed in a book and didn’t hear you call.
WIEET LR, BT RIREHFE.
The boy was absorbed in building a dam in the brook.
AN BEEE S e ML RSN,
accord with, to —¥, 5--8F& HATRY, FAKGMES.
EXAE.
His action accorded with his word.
i HE T
It does not accord with my wishes.
EARSHMOE.
according as mﬁ.-.m.u y E'H‘a-uﬁu. E&y\/ﬁjc
You may go or stay, according as you decide.

fREf i, WATLIE T, BOTHEME,



7 accuse sb of

-

They move into the next class, according as they pass or fail the
examination. )
IEERET —FREEFLEXEBES EWE.
according to  JRER, R B EHE BRI, AR
N,
You choose according to what you want.
fRET AR B BB,
According to them Ferse ought to go back.
EMATR, HBHEEEE,
According to the papers, our export increases every year.
EREU, RINEOREHM.
1 enclose payment of three dollars, according to our contract.
EREMNER, ZWEITR=%T.
account for, to FHF R,
L HAJRRES, 2--HER
He is ill; that accounts for his absence.
feRs T, IR RABRAEMIRE .
The disappearance of the paper has never been accounted for.
TSR E R NRE NERT .
2. R REN B
1 want you to account for every cent you spent.
REGBEAFTEENE—TRUVAER.
3. & JLEHEHA.
Tt accounts for 26 per cent of all railway accidents.
EhERBHEBN26%.
accuse sbof, to AT RY.BEEELF. RIAKNER.
L BEREA, @REA
They accused him of being a telltale.
i Bt F R
They indignantly accused the police of brutality.
RN IR 0 58 R AT HEF R,
2. BREEA, BEEA
We accused him of taking bribes.
BRNEEMEH.
Of what was the man accused?

B ABERT 4%k



accustom oncself to 8

accustom oneself to,to {FHOIETF HTRY. BFEESL
il AR E B A iE
T accustomed myself to humble fare.

M E IR THFRIK.

Accustom yourself to finishing any job you start.

BERE T IR RATIFE R AR

He had to accustorn himself to the cold weather of his new coun-
try.

fibs 0 U 38R B B BRI RS R A

accustomed to, to be

L IBTF EWEEAE. REEzaA.

He was accustomed to hard work.

it ST TR AR LA,

He is accustomed to staying up late.

b TR T 2K

2. &%, mF BEREA.

The child was accustomed to have her way.

XY FHEHRT .

Mrs Babbitt was not accustomed to leave home during the win-

ter. .

FRELHFERKREIIE,

Achilles” heel, the WG I ERE T HHEMIE,
VLT3 B (Achilles) M4 /5 B AR 5 4 K H g
i, BRFIREKAIEIESS, BRI,

The enemy’s Achilles’ heel was his harbor defenses.
FERME—58 S T e i B B

acquainted with, to be {0% 45 5 &f)ia] get, become 3% F, 3% IF 3N
. *

I Y BE

I am somewhat acquainted with Singapore, but I don’t know it

very well.

X H IO B (B R AR

Are you fully acquainted with the facts of the case?
RIE2 T XM Yy HAHG ?
2. 548

T am not acquainted with the lady.



9 act up

RN HERA L.
Are you acquainted with that gentleman?
FRINIRAR AG 7
act a part, to NHERINES.
1. ¥
He acted a part in Othello.
e (RBF) FHET T AG,
2. &
She smiled cheerfully, but I knew she was only acting a part.
MRS, REREEM NRERTC .
actas, to TR, RRAERMES.
L 18, £Y HENEEE-AEIRFE.
One of his friends acted as go-between.
b — RN FA.
A trained dog can act as a guide to a blind person.
L3NG HERTLE AWES.
2. B-#%H
Bonus acts as a stimulus to industry and commerce.
¥y TRl RESE.
acton, to AT REY.
1. #RE--1575)
If my advice had been acted on, the firm would not have gone
bankrupt.
MEHERME RS, AFARTLE>,
The police heard of the murder, and at once acted on the infor-
mation they received.
BRFERBMERE, LHRE B8 5 R
fiah.
2. (HIOX---EERA TFRAMEIES.
Acids act on metals.
xt e B B .
This medicine acts on the heart.
KRR
act the part of, to — play the part of, to
actup, to TR EY. DiEAE.
1. AR, A%



act upon 10

The children always act up in school the day before a holiday.
BB —REFITEERBERAERRAK.
2. (HLBEPHER
His stomach acted up after dinner.
RE M RE B R,
The car’s engine has started acting up and badly needs servicing.
KEFIREERT, 2FBHE,
act upon, te —> act on, to
adapt oneself to sth, to {FHOENTEY
When you go to a foreign country, you must adapt yourself to
new manners and customs.
BT SE, LAE A CERHN XA .
addon, to H3E, M AT RY.
“Here’s your bill, sit. T’ve added on the ten percent service
charge. ”
“REAE, ERRHIKE, OXMRSFRERERT Y
She wrote me rather a cold letter; even the inquiry about my
health looked as if it had been added on as an afterthought.
WA HRE T eSS RAE, EE EERRAEE R
3% F=Y=p 3 I
add to, o WjE, mME--E ATRY. BEEERAA.
That will only add to our difficulties.
B H A .
The palace had been added to from time to time, and as a result
incorporated various styles of architecture.
REEBRY BT R, ERTEA T &M RE RIS,
add up, (o
1. &it, mE ATRYSIARY.
These figures don’ add up right.
R FIEARA.
Add up these figures and see if the sum is correct.
HXERFINEA, FESEM A,
2. HEX., §F%E HTARY. NEHE. 2HTE
EH
His story didn add up.
BETMEFRAN 28



