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(a) “Excuse me. Wlt¥ime is it now?” “lIt's just
four o’clock.”

(b) “Excuse me, but please tell me the time.”
“It's four o’clock sharp.”
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80 000" O begin at half past eight 0 begin

at eight thirty (80930).
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.(a) School begins at half past eight and ends at
half past three. We have an hour’s noon recess.
. .(b) Schodl begins at eight thirty, and ends at
three thirty. We take an hour’s break at noon.
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(a) “What day of the month is today?” “Today is
June 3.

b)Y “What day (of the week) is today"” “Today
is Tuesday.”:

(¢) “What's the date today?” “Today is June 3.’
0 “Today is Tuesday, June 3.”
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(a) Time flies like an arrow. |I'm surprised that
I’ve already been here for almost three months.

(b) Time passes swiftly. I’'m surprised that nearly
three months have passed since | came here.

(¢) How time flies! I'm astonished that it’s alimost
three months since my arrival. B
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(a) My father went to the States on March 3. He
will be back at the end of April.

(b) My father went to the States on March the
third. He'll remain there till the end of April.

(c) Father left for the States on the third of March
and won‘t be back till the end of April.
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“0000" O the first train 0 00 00" O the
lasttrain D OO 00O OO0ODOOO0O 90 150 O O the
9015 train. 40 300 O 0O the 4930 train 0 00 00O
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(a) | went-hurriediy to the station to catch the
first.train, bus.1: was:twe minutes late, so.l missed it.

(b) 1 hurried to the station for the first train, but
lost'it by two minutes.

- £c) .Though. I'hutried to-the station (so as) to be+in
time for the first train, | failed to catch:it by just two
minutes.
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“000" 0 punctwall OO0ODOODOODOOOD
g" oaooDoddd My friend is a very punctual
man.
“ 00"0 a meetingo a gathering

“ 0 000" the appointedd O fixed) time

‘5000 0" 0s500” 00000000 five
minutes earlier (thanTTD

“ 0 0"0always O without fail 0 0000000
U never fail to,

“ 00" OO be present {at) . present oneself {at).

O attend.
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- . (a) My friend is very punctual. He is always pre-
sent at.a meeting five-minutes earlier than the appoint-
ed time. .. - . = ) v . :

(b) My friend is a very punctual man. He never
fails to present himself at a meeting five minutes earlier
than the fixed time.
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that- OO The proverb hasitthat 0 0 00O
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“fuonooonD” 0d make good use of one’s
time. employ one’s time well0 O profitably) 0 O O O

turn one ‘s time to profitable account .
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(a) The proverb says, “Time is money.” It will
never come back once it is :gone. We must make good
use of our time.

(b) The proverb has it that time is money. Never
will it come back as soon as it passes, so you should
employ your time well.

(c) The saying goes that time is money. The mo-
ment it passes, it will never come back. Hence one
should turn one’s time to profitable account.
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0 0O "0 just. exactly
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(a) He was born in 1950. He is just thirty' years
old this year.

(b) He was born in the year 1950, and is exactly
thirty this year.
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“ 00 250" 0O will soon be twenty-five 00 be
getting on for twenty-five.



0 30" 00U three years older than OO0 older
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000 20070 pe still under twenty OO0 be not
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ooon

(a) My brother will soon be twenty-five. He is
three years older than |. My sister is the youngest. She
is not quite twenty.

(b) My brother, who is older than || by three
years, is getting on for twenty-five. The youngest is
my sister, who is still under twenty.
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(a) “Guess how old | am. It seems to me  that

” e

you are twenty-five at most. I'm already over thir-
ty.” “Really? You look younger than your age.”

(b) “How old do you think | am?” “I take it that
you are twenty-five at most.” “I was thirty on my last

birthday.” “Is that so? You look young for your age. "
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"30 OO" in one ”s thirties . thirtiesO 30 390 O
0o
©°'300 400 0" OO in the middle of thirty 00 in

one’s middle thirties.
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one’s late thirties
30 00" O in the first part of thirtydO in one's

early thirties,
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(a) “Do you know how old the woman is ?” “That
I don’t know. Somewhere in the thirties, | think.”
“Middle or latter part?” “No, I’d say about the first
part.” )
~ (b) “How old do you think the woman is ?” “Oh,
I'm not clear. In her thirties, | think.” “Middle? latter?”
“No, may be in her early thirties.”
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‘5000 0000000000 sOo0000O0
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(a) Last week | met my nephew after a five years’
interval. He is still a boy in his teens, but he had grown
so tall that | could hardly recognize him at first.

(b) Last week | met my nephew after an interval
of five years. He is still a teenager, but at first | failed
to recognize him as he had grown so tall.
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“ 007 long-livedO0OODOODO live long -
“ 0000 "0 live to the age of -
“ 00700 be still in good health] in one’s old
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(a) His family are all long-lived. His father lived to
the age of eighty and his mother is still in good health.
She'll be ninety her next birthday.

(b) All people in his family live long. His father
diad at the ace of eiahtv and his mother, who carries



her age wonderfully well, will be ninety on hgr coming
birthday.
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